
Skilled  nursing  facilities
clear first hurdle
Skilled  nursing  facilities  throughout  California  are
cautiously optimistic about their future with this week’s 17-0
bipartisan vote that would reverse Medi-Cal cuts to health
care providers.

Assembly Bill 900 was before the Assembly Health Committee on
April 30.

Now it goes to the Assembly Appropriations Committee and then
to  the  full  Assembly.  If  AB900  were  to  move  out  of  the
Assembly, then it would go through a similar path on the
Senate side.

Barton  Skilled  Nursing
Facility’s  healing  garden.
Photo/Provided

“This is anticipated to be a tough process and we still have a
long way to go. The results of AB900 not passing will be that
many facilities will have to close their doors,” Mary Bittner,
vice president of nursing and ancillary services for Barton
Health, told Lake Tahoe News.

Barton Memorial’s Skilled Nursing Facility is one of those
care centers that is threatened with closure if reimbursements
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are  cut.  The  48-bed  skilled-nursing  and  short-stay
rehabilitation  facility  often  runs  at  capacity.

Mostly it’s lower income older people who live at the South
Lake Tahoe facility. The center provides around-the-clock care
for aging adults.

In  the  last  five  years,  approximately  one-third  or  40
hospital-based skilled-nursing facilities in California have
closed  because  of  financial  reasons,  according  to  the
California  Hospital  Association.

Throughout the state Medi-Cal beneficiaries make up nearly 80
percent  of  the  patients  receiving  hospital-based  skilled-
nursing care. Barton relies on these reimbursements, too.

The  California  Hospital  Association  believes  AB900  is
necessary to reverse Medi-Cal cuts to health care providers.

“Although these reductions amount to a 10 percent reduction
for doctors and most other health care providers, the payment
cuts are much deeper – averaging 25 percent or greater – for
hospital-based skilled-nursing units,” the association said in
a statement. “The consequence would be cutbacks and closures
that  would  tear  a  hole  in  California’s  safety  net,  rip
families apart, and punish the most vulnerable and sick among
us. Families would be forced to relocate their loved ones to
another facility, perhaps hundreds of miles away.”

— Lake Tahoe News staff report

Generic  drugs  help  CVS’
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bottom line
By John Kell, Wall Street Journal

CVS Caremark Corp. said its quarterly earnings rose 23 percent
despite flat revenue, as strong demand for new generic drugs
bolstered its bottom line.

The drugstore retailer and pharmacy-benefits manager has now
reported  better-than-expected  earnings  for  five  consecutive
quarters. Chief Executive and President Larry Merlo said the
latest  quarter  showed  stronger-than-expected  prescription
volumes.

CVS will be up against lofty comparisons from 2012, when the
company began to serve millions of clients forced to leave
Walgreen Co.’s pharmacies as a result of a rate dispute with
PBM Express Scripts Holding Co. Walgreen and Express Scripts
have since resolved their differences, and though CVS expects
to keep a majority of the new clients it gained from the
impasse, some have returned to Walgreen.

At the company’s PBM business, sales inched up 0.1 percent as
higher volumes and drug-cost inflation were offset by new
generic offerings, which are a mixed blessing for the industry
as  the  low-price  treatments  hurt  the  top  line  but  lift
margins.

Processed claims rose 4.3 percent amid new clients, the strong
flu season and CVS’s Medicare Part D program.

Sales at the company’s retail segment climbed 0.2 percent, as
increased generic-drug sales at the pharmacy counter offset
weakness in front-of-store items such as soap and greeting
cards.

For the quarter, CVS reported a profit of $956 million, or 77
cents a share, up from $776 million, or 59 cents a share, a
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year earlier. Excluding costs related to acquisitions, the
company’s adjusted profit rose to 83 cents a share from 65
cents. CVS had predicted 77 cents to 80 cents.

Revenue was roughly flat at $30.76 billion. Analysts surveyed
by Thomson Reuters expected revenue of $30.36 billion.

Gross margin widened to 18.1 percent from 16.6 percent.

The company raised the low end of its view for the year by
three cents a share, now expecting per-share adjusted earnings
of $3.89 to $4.

Business  travelers  boost
Marriott’s earnings
By Bloomberg News

Marriott International, the largest publicly traded U.S. hotel
chain, said first-quarter earnings rose 31 percent as demand
increased from business travelers in such U.S. cities as New
York.

Net income climbed to $136 million, or 43 cents a share, from
$104 million, or 30 cents, a year earlier, the Bethesda-based
company  said  Wednesday  in  a  statement.  Analysts’  average
estimate was 41 cents a share.
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The Ritz-Carlton, Lake Tahoe
is  part  of  the  Marriott
family.  Photo/LTN  file

Marriott, whose brands include Ritz-Carlton, benefited from
demand in the United States, buoyed by an improving economy
and business-travel spending, said Patrick Scholes, an analyst
at SunTrust Robinson Humphrey in New York.

“Domestically, the individual business traveler is doing well,
particularly in cities like New York,” Scholes said before the
results were announced. The greater New York area contributes
about 10 percent of Marriott’s earnings, he said.

Revenue per available room (revpar), an industry measure of
occupancies and rates, climbed 5.8 percent at company-operated
hotels in North America. Worldwide, the measure increased 4.6
percent in the first quarter, excluding currency fluctuations.

“Our  first-quarter  fee  revenue  exceeded  our  expectations,”
President and Chief Executive Officer Arne Sorenson said.

Caesars Entertainment revenue
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declines
By Richard N. Velotta, Las Vegas Sun

Caesars Entertainment narrowed its losses during the first
quarter but still saw revenue fall 2.9 percent, from $2.21
billion to $2.14 billion, and experienced a net loss of $216.7
million.

The company, which operates 13 Nevada casinos, including two
in Stateline, and eight in Las Vegas that are open and a ninth
that’s being renovated, said income from its Nevada properties
fell 13.2 percent, while revenue was off 2.6 percent.

Executives reported a net loss of $1.74 a share. During the
same quarter last year, the company reported a net loss of
$2.24 a share, or $281.1 million.

Caesars  is  the  world’s  most  geographically  diverse  casino
company. It operates commercial and tribal casinos, racinos
and riverboats in 13 states and a Canadian province and on
three continents.

Placerville  suspect  may  be
connected  to  Calaveras
kidnapping
By Cathy Locke, Sacramento Bee

Placerville police are investigating a possible link between
an alleged kidnapping in the city this morning and Saturday’s
fatal stabbing of a an 8-year-old girl in Calaveras County.
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“We have no confirmed nexus to the Calaveras County case,”
said  Placerville  police  Capt.  Mike  Scott.  But  he  said
Placerville officers have been in communication with Calaveras
County law enforcement officials following the arrest of 44-
year-old Jason Wayrynen. Scott said a DNA sample also has been
collected from Wayrynen.

Wayrynen, whose last known address was off Paul Bunyon Road in
Camino, allegedly entered a Placerville apartment uninvited
this morning and took a 15-month-old girl from her mother.

Jason Wayrynen

Police  were  called  to  an  apartment  in  the  2800  block  of
Schnell School Road at 8:03am. The caller said that a man she
did not know was inside her apartment and threatening to take
a child who was in the residence. Dispatchers were told that
the child’s mother was struggling with the suspect, according
to a police department news release.

When police officers and El Dorado County sheriff’s deputies
arrived, they found the man, later identified as Wayrynen,
still inside the apartment and took him into custody.

They were told that Wayrynen, who was not known to any of the
apartment occupants, had followed the original caller into the
apartment uninvited. He reportedly focused his attention on
the 15-month-old girl, forcibly taking her from her mother and
holding the child to the ground.

The mother was able to wrestle her daughter away from Wayrynen
and put her in a bedroom where other children were hiding. The
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mother reportedly closed the door and fought with Wayrynen to
prevent him from entering the bedroom until officers arrived.

Scott said there are some similarities between Wayrynen and
the description of the suspect in the death of Leila Fowler of
Valley Springs. The girl’s 12-year-old brother reportedly came
upon an intruder in the house about noon while the parents
were  away,  Calaveras  County  sheriff’s  deputies  said.  The
intruder then fled and the brother found his sister with stab
wounds.

Wayrynen was booked into El Dorado County Jail on suspicion of
kidnapping and burglary. Anyone who has had recent contact
with Wayrynen or who has information pertaining to the case is
asked  to  call  the  Placerville  Police  Department  at  (530)
642.5280 and refer to case No. 13-540.

 

NDOT gives Tahoe roads a pass
in 2013
Publisher’s  note:  This  is  one  of  a  few  stories  about
construction planned for the Lake Tahoe Basin this summer.

By Kathryn Reed

While Nevada state highway officials are well aware of the
condition of Kingsbury Grade, it’s going to be another year
before  that  stretch  of  road  in  Lake  Tahoe  gets  any  more
attention.

Also known as Highway 207, this South Shore artery that links
Tahoe and the Carson Valley was torn up during the last four
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years for an erosion control project that took much longer
than  it  was  supposed  to.  Not  touched  were  the  numerous
potholes and other hindrances with the asphalt.

Work continues at the Kahle
Drive  portion  of  the
Stateline-to-Stateline  bike
path. Photo/LTN

Starting in 2014 and possibly going into 2015 will be a $7.5
million project to overlay the highway from the basin at the
juncture of Highway 50 and going up 3.7 miles.

“No one will argue it’s needed. It’s falling apart,” Scott
MacGruder, spokesman for Nevada Department of Transportation,
told Lake Tahoe News.

MacGruder call this a “pretty low-key year for NDOT” when it
comes to work in the Lake Tahoe Basin.

In less than 20 years, NDOT has put in about $30 million worth
of erosion control work in the basin.

NDOT and Caltrans talk to each other, as well as the local
jurisdictions, to try not to have every highway in the basin
torn up at the same. With dirt only supposed to be moved from
May 1 to Oct. 15 based on Tahoe Regional Planning Agency
rules, the window to do work is limited for all concerned.
With dry years like this, though, exemptions are often granted
to start work sooner.
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Caltrans has projects on most of the California routes in the
basin.

To help get NDOT projects wrapped up last year, there was an
incentive clause in the contract for the roundabout on Highway
28 in Incline Village to be finished last year. It could have
stretched into this year.

NDOT crews will be doing some maintenance to highways, but no
big projects.

The department is overseeing the $900,000 completion of what
is called Phase 1C of the Stateline-to-Stateline bike path.
The first section of the South Shore route was laid down last
year starting at Rabe Meadow in Stateline at the Lam Watah
Trailhead parking lot on Kahle Drive.

This year the section of trail linking the bike path to Round
Hill Pines Beach will be completed.

The three South Shore segments are broken up as follows:

• Casino area to Kahle Drive

• Kahle Drive to Elks Point Road

• Elks Point Road to Round Hill Pines.

The middle section was built first because it is all on Forest
Service land..

When  completely  built,  the  30-mile  bike  path  will  go  the
Crystal Bay.
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California looks at new way
to manage water
By Lenny Bernstein, Washington Post

Like a pitcher taking the mound on opening day, Frank Gehrke
gets the spotlight in California every early April. That’s
when the otherwise obscure state water official trudges into
the  Sierra  Nevada  mountains,  media  in  tow,  and  plunges
aluminum tubes into the snow.

With those snow samples — and historical data and mathematical
formulas — Gehrke and his colleagues can tell anxious farmers
and hydroelectric power generators how much water they can
expect for the coming summer.

Even with about 150 people taking samples across the state and
the help of satellites and sensors buried in the ground, it’s
a highly uncertain way to gauge much of the water supply for a
thirsty state, where every drop is precious and expensive to
move. According to one study, the predictions are off by 18
percent at least half the time.

Manually checking the water
content of the snowpack is a
winter ritual in the Sierra.
Photo/LTN file
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That could change dramatically if an experiment in snowpack
measurement under way this month proves promising. For the
past  few  weeks,  researchers  from  NASA  and  the  California
Institute of Technology’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory have been
flying over the Tuolumne River Valley, which runs through
Yosemite National Park, with sophisticated instruments that
measure the snow’s depth and area, as well as the amount of
energy it absorbs from the sun.

That will allow them to more precisely predict the volume of
water that will come from the Sierra snowpack for 2.6 million
people in the San Francisco area, how fast it will melt, where
it will flow and how soon, the researchers say.

And they can deliver that information within 24 hours — a
potential godsend to the people who control the hundreds of
reservoirs strung the length of the state. When water managers
guess wrong about the supply headed from the mountains, the
valuable liquid can spill over dams or run dangerously short.
Those can be expensive mistakes for consumers, farmers and
electric utilities.

“What [the new method] gives me that we have never had is an
actual estimate of what the total volume of water is in the
mountains,” said Bruce McGurk, a consultant to the Airborne
Snow Observatory (ASO) project and former manager of the Hetch
Hetchy reservoir, which serves the San Francisco area. “All
we’ve ever had is the statistical relationship between snow
measurement at a bunch of points” and the water flow, he said.

Gehrke’s calculations show that the state will deliver only 35
percent  of  its  normal  water  supply  to  agencies  across
California, which must figure out how to make up some of the
difference.  Farmers  already  are  preparing  to  see  their
allocations cut and consumers are being urged to conserve.
Knowing more about when the water will come down from the
mountains would help.



“The  idea  that  you  can  determine  the  total  snow  water
equivalent in the basin is the icing on the cake of snow
science,” Gehrke said.

At 20,000 feet, a DeHavilland Twin Otter aircraft jammed with
equipment can cover the entire Tuolumne River basin in about
six hours, according to Thomas Painter, the lead scientist on
the  ASO  project,  which  has  been  aloft  weekly  since  the
beginning of April. Light-detection and ranging lasers, more
commonly known as lidar, measure the depth of the snow, while
a spectrometer maps the area it covers.

Also critical is the snow’s “albedo,” or reflective quality,
which  dictates  how  much  sunlight  it  absorbs  and  helps
determine how quickly it will turn to water. Albedo varies
considerably; freshly fallen snow reflects 90 percent of the
sunlight that hits it, while older snow, which forms larger
crystals, reflects only 60 percent. Dust and black carbon
carried  to  the  snowpack  by  winds  also  can  change  the
percentage.  The  spectrometer  measures  that  as  well.

The information is fed into powerful computers and combined
with historical measures and models of snow density, Painter
said. The end product, the scientists hope, will be the best
estimate of water volume and flow ever developed, a truly new
generation of snow science and snowpack measurement.

Satellites can map the snow’s area, but they provide huge
snapshots, compared with the aerial surveys, which can show a
patch of snow a yard or two square, and a patch of bare ground
next to it, Painter said. And the satellite images can take
weeks to arrive.

A  sparse  network  of  underground  sensors,  known  as  “snow
pillows,” provides some idea every few hours of the snow’s
depth, but they weigh everything that lands on them, including
tree branches and the occasional bear, Painter said. They are
small and there are far too few of them, none in the higher



elevations of a mountain range that reaches more than 13,000
feet. There is no method to calculate snow albedo.

“We are massively undersampling the snowpack,” Painter said.

Climate change has begun to make the historic data that snow
scientists use less reliable, McGurk said. “Our predictive
tools get noisy,” he said. “What that means is you have to
hedge more.”

Attempts at aerial snow measurement have been made for the
past five or 10 years, said Ethan Gutmann, associate scientist
at  the  National  Center  for  Atmospheric  Research,  who  has
mounted a single, fixed laser in the Rocky Mountains near
Boulder, Colo., to measure the snowpack there.

The aerial survey can cover a huge area once a week, while
Gutmann’s laser provides continuous, precise information but
for a much smaller swath. It is much less expensive than the
$1 million aerial project and not subject to days when planes
can’t fly, he said.

But the ASO, he said, is “the future of snow science and
resource  management  for  mountainous  areas”  and  probably
beyond.

Hetch Hetchy is a small reservoir by California standards; it
holds just 360,000 acre-feet of water. (An acre-foot is the
volume of water that would cover an acre at a depth of one
foot, or about 326,000 gallons.). When water is plentiful, the
challenge is to channel it to hydroelectric generators without
allowing it to collect too quickly in the reservoir and spill
over the dam.

The  water  needed  to  generate  electricity  at  the  Kirkwood
Powerhouse 11 miles away is worth $66,000 per day, McGurk
said. Any mistake that results in the use of gas or coal to
generate  power  is  therefore  quite  expensive  and  releases
greenhouse gases into the atmosphere. Heavy spills also can



affect downstream ecosystems, he said.

In times of scarcity, like the approaching summer, the trick
is to keep the reservoirs as full as possible, while supplying
consumers and farmers with the water they need. Moving water
is an extremely expensive proposition in California. About 15
percent of the power used in the state goes to pumping water
through its vast network of reservoirs and pipelines, McGurk
said.

“There are very large dollar figures attached to this water
and knowing how much is there and when it’s going to come
out,” Gutmann said.

In droughts, water managers may have to shortchange power
generators  to  ensure  that  reservoirs  are  full  when  the
snowmelt  stops  flowing  in  the  spring.  “There  is  a  great
penalty, both political and personal,” for missing that goal,
McGurk said.

“We’ve had reasonably good tools, and we were doing OK,” he
said. “And what we’re trying to do is get to the next level.”

Bill  would  limit  school
police in discipline matters
By Susan Ferriss and Ben Wieder, Center for Public Integrity

As the national debate grows louder over deploying police in
schools, the largest state in the union – California – is
considering a bill that would require schools to set “clear
guidelines” defining the role of school police and limit their
involvement in disciplinary matters.
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The Golden State joins Texas and Connecticut – home of the
December Newtown school shootings – in considering legislation
that would set limits on how schools involve police officers
in discipline. Colorado adopted limits last year.

The proposals come amid burgeoning concern nationally over
harsh school punishment policies, and police involvement in
seemingly  routine  discipline.  Police  presence  on  campuses
nationwide  has  grown  steadily  since  two  teens  went  on  a
killing spree at Columbine High School outside Denver in 1999.
But a growing group of juvenile-justice researchers and judges
argue that putting students into conflict with officers over
minor infractions – and needlessly placing kids in the justice
system – increases risks students will drop out and get into
more serious trouble.

Since last December, lawmakers in various states and school
administrators have rushed to fortify security in reaction to
a  young  adult’s  shooting  rampage,  which  killed  20  first-
graders and six educators in Newtown, Conn. President Obama
and  California  Democratic  Sen.  Barbara  Boxer,  have  urged
appropriating money to schools that want to increase security.

California State Assemblyman Reginald Jones-Sawyer, a Democrat
from Los Angeles, introduced the state school police bill, AB
549, to “get out in front,” he said, of the drive to put more
security personnel in schools. A first hearing on the bill is
set for Wednesday before the Assembly Education Committee.

California  lawmakers  are  considering  restricting  other
discipline  practices  critics  say  have  become
counterproductive,  including  suspensions  that  remove  pupils
from school for days at a time, often causing them to fall
behind in classwork and leaving them unsupervised at home. The
Assembly education panel recently approved a bill April 17
that  would  restrict  out-of-school  student  suspensions  and
expulsions for “willful defiance,” the basis of almost half of
all suspensions in 2011-2012, new state data shows.



The Jones-Sawyer bill faces opposition from the Association of
California School Administrators. Laura Preston, the group’s
legislative advocate, told the Center that the proposal takes
too much control away from local districts and schools because
it limits what they can do with school safety dollars.

In  an  April  29  letter,  the  group  argued  that  the  bill’s
requirements to put police guidelines in school safety plans
added up to an imposition “without regard” for “the additional
time  needed  to  do  this  work.”  Preston  suggested  “a
conversation” about improving school police training could be
an alternative to Jones-Sawyer’s bill.

Jones-Sawyer’s  bill  does  have  support  from  the  California
Federation  of  Teachers,  the  union  representing  many  Los
Angeles  teachers.  That  support  helps  it  over  one  major
political hurdle. The California Teachers Association, an even
larger union, has no position yet.

“This is not anti-police. I do believe there is a role for
public safety on campuses,” Jones-Sawyer said of his bill.
“But before we get the guns and guards out, let’s get some
mental health (care) in there for students.”

“There should be guidelines for when you don’t need police
involved in discipline,” he said.

Last year, the Center for Public Integrity documented the
ticketing of about 10,000 mostly black and Latino students a
year,  including  middle-school-age  children,  in  lower-income
neighborhoods in the Los Angeles Unified School District. L.A.
Unified is the nation’s second-biggest school district, and
with more than 300 officers and additional security guards, it
has the country’s largest district-controlled school police
agency. At one point, school police were issuing about 1,000
tickets, or court citations, a month in 2011.

New York City police in schools, by comparison, issued 1,666
tickets to students during the entire 2011-12 school year,



according to records obtained by the American Civil Liberties
Union. The ACLU is suing New York City police for alleged
abusive treatment of students, which the department denies.

Arguing that citations had spiraled out of control, community
activists  and  juvenile-court  judges  have  in  recent  months
pressured  L.A.  Unified  and  police  to  seek  other  ways  of
handling some seemingly minor allegations – allegations like
vandalism  or  possession  of  a  marker  to  commit  vandalism,
trespassing, marijuana and tobacco possession, daytime-curfew
violations and many charges of disturbing the peace or public
fighting.

Fresh data obtained by the Center shows that L.A. Unified’s
tickets  have  fallen  sharply,  driven  mostly  by  a  drop  in
daytime-curfew and tardiness violations. Between January and
March, about 60 students were ticketed for minor cases of
tardiness, or skipping school. The truant or tardy students
were referred directly to counseling under a new agreement.

For other alleged legal violations, L.A school police issued
316 tickets this past January, 454 in February and 282 in
March.

In January of last year, by comparison, officers issued more
than 650 tickets.

Despite the decline, the new data also shows that certain L.A.
Unified  middle  schools  in  lower-income  areas  continue  to
remain hot spots for ticketing pupils who are almost all black
or Latino. The most frequent allegation for younger students
is disturbing the peace – a charge that often stems from
student fights, shouting matches or allegations of threats to
fight.

Out of 1,590 tickets issued from last November through March,
half went to children 14 and younger.

In fact, if ages are considered separately, fewer 16- and 17-



year-olds were cited than students who were 13, 14 or 15 years
old. Black students represent 10 percent of the district’s
enrollment, but were more than 37 percent of those ticketed
for disturbing the peace. And 56 percent of black students
cited for this infraction were between 11 and 14 years old.

L.A.  Unified  officials  did  not  respond  to  a  request  for
comment  on  the  Center’s  new  findings  or  Jones-Sawyer’s
proposal. Last December, the district said it was continuing
“to  work  with  our  internal  and  external  stakeholders  to
identify and evaluate non-penal alternatives to various minor
violations.

Jones-Sawyer, 56, attended L.A. Unified schools and remembers
kids  who  scuffled  being  taken  into  the  office  of  a  vice
principal, who put an arm around their shoulders and talked
through problems. “We have to find out why kids are angry,”
the  assemblyman  said.  Reprimands  were  not  in  the  form  of
police citations back then, he said.

He acknowledged educators’ complaints that California’s school
counselor ranks have been decimated by budget cuts, leaving
schools less able to deal with kids’ conflicts. Compared with
a  national  average  of  457  students  for  every  counselor,
California’s ratio of 814 students for every counselor in
2008-2009 was rock bottom among the states, according to data
gathered by the American School Counselor Association.

Nonetheless,  critics  of  involving  officers  in  discipline
matters  say  peer  counseling,  intermediate  steps  prior  to
police involvement and other cost-effective alternatives exist
and are practiced in other states, and in schools in Oakland
and San Francisco now as well.

Jones-Sawyer’s  bill  says  schools  “shall  consider  existing
strategies and model approaches to minimize the involvement of
law enforcement in pupil conduct and minor offenses that do
not rise to the level of a serious and immediate threat to



physical safety.”

In addition to requiring that schools’ mandatory safety plans
define police roles, the bill would also require schools to
“prioritize”  federal  and  state  public-safety  funding  on
mental-health aid and other supportive behavioral-intervention
programs  –  not  just  police.  Schools  would  also  have  to
publicly develop “memorandum of understanding” about officers’
duties.

“I think this bill is a huge shift in how we are talking about
school  safety,”  said  Zoe  Rawson,  a  lawyer  with  the
Labor/Community Strategy Center, a community group listed as a
nonlegislative “sponsor” of Jones-Sawyer’s bill. The Strategy
Center has represented students who received tickets and is
negotiating with L.A. Unified and school police on standards
that limit police involvement on district campuses.

The legislation gives “leverage” to local communities to set
standards, Rawson said. “Right now, there is nothing required
around police having frequent contact with young people.”

Any district in California with a school police force, or
school resource officers, would be affected by Jones-Sawyer’s
bill. Oakland’s district has its own school police, as does
the Central Valley’s Kern Union High School District, which
has more than two dozen high school campuses in Kern County.

After the Newtown massacre, the Obama administration proposed
allocating $150 million in federal funds for schools to hire
police or counselors or install bullet-proof glass or other
security technology. The recommendations are in the 2014 Obama
budget  proposal  now  winding  its  way  through  the  budget
process.

Boxer, a California Democrat, introduced a bill to bring back
federal funding cut in recent years for school police and
offer grants to schools in need from a pool of at least $40
million a year. The measure was folded into the gun bill that



stalled in the Senate on April 17, but Boxer is expected to
revive it.

Various states are also considering how to fund more school
police  through  property  taxes  or  by  tapping  other  state
coffers.

Los Angeles County Presiding Juvenile Court Judge Michael Nash
is so concerned about the rush to put police in schools that
he wrote – as president of a national judges’ group – to Vice
President  Joe  Biden,  who  was  chairing  a  post-Newton  gun-
violence task force.

Penned  by  Nash  as  president  of  the  National  Council  of
Juvenile and Family Court Judges, the January letter warns
that “the influx of police in schools” in recent years is
already  “one  of  the  main  contributors”  to  minors  sent
unnecessarily  into  the  criminal  justice  system.

Nash told the Center he supports Jones-Sawyer’s bill.

“I like this bill,” he said. “I have been asserting that, in
considering school safety and enlisting personnel to maintain
safety,  we  have  to  be  clear  in  differentiating  between
security and discipline.”

Colorado – the state that was shaken by the 1999 Columbine
High School massacre – enacted reforms last year that require
police to “de-escalate” student fights and for schools to ease
up on referrals of students to law enforcement due to “zero
tolerance”  policies.  Denver  public  school  discipline  data
shows a 71 percent increase in referrals of students to police
between 2000 and 2004, with 7 percent of referrals for serious
offenses like carrying a weapon, according to analysis by the
nonprofit Advancement Project.

Texas legislators are considering a bill that requires schools
with police to adopt “graduated sanctions” and other means
rather  than  having  officers  send  children  to  court  for



disruption  and  disorderly  conduct.  The  bill,  which  has
bipartisan support, also requires school staff to submit sworn
statements and prove steps were taken to counsel students
before police referral to court. The state Senate has already
approved  the  bill,  which  is  now  before  its  House  of
Representatives.

In Connecticut, where legislators are trying to balance new
calls  for  security  with  concerns  about  over-policing,  the
legislature’s joint Committee of the Judiciary on April 19
voted overwhelmingly, 40-4, to approve a proposal requiring
school boards to draft memorandum of understanding with police
to limit their use in disciplinary responses. The proposal
says agreements should spell out the need for “a graduated
response model” to discipline problems. The bill is now before
the state’s House of Representatives and, if approved, will go
to the state Senate.

A Senate bill in Florida that would have required that schools
refrain from referring students to law enforcement for “petty
acts  of  misconduct”  or  misdemeanors  –  without  written
explanations – died when it failed to get out of legislative
committees this spring.

In March, the U.S. Justice Department’s civil rights office
reached a court-sanctioned agreement stemming from a federal
investigation into alleged excessive involvement of police in
discipline meted out in Meridian, Miss.

The agreement with the district of 6,100 students in Meridian
essentially  regulates  school  police  on  the  district’s
campuses. The district is required to train school police
officers in “bias-free” policing and stop involving police in
minor  behavioral  disputes  in  the  majority-black  district.
Civil rights investigators said police in Meridian told them
they were ferrying students to jail on allegations of defiance
and disrespect at schools.



L.A. Unified, last summer, started referring most tickets not
to court but directly to the Los Angeles County Probation
Department. Because of a budget crisis, the county had to
close  its  lower-level  juvenile  courts,  where  parents  and
students were usually summoned to answer to citations school
police issued that carried hundreds of dollars in fines.

Judges  and  civil  rights  advocates  saw  the  closure  as  an
opportunity to keep most students out of court, and instead
first  divert  students,  through  probation  officers,  to
community-based  counseling  or  other  family  treatment.

Between November and March, the big three infractions students
were cited for were allegations of possessing or using less
than an ounce of marijuana – 514 tickets – and disturbing the
peace, for which 496 students were cited. Tobacco or smoking
“paraphernalia” was next with 252 tickets.

Rawson, with the Labor/Community Strategy Center, said it is a
positive step that most ticketed students at L.A. Unified are
no longer sent directly into court.

But as a lawyer who has represented students, she’s concerned
that black and Latino students in lower-income neighborhood
schools  are  “over-policed”  compared  to  students  in  more
affluent areas. L.A. Unified’s school police chief, Steven
Zipperman,  told  the  Center  last  year  that  officers  are
generally evenly distributed to schools – mostly high schools
–  but  that  schools  of  all  grade  levels  can  request  that
officers be dispatched to intervene in a problem.

Conflict with police officers, Rawson said, can leave students
with a sense that their citation is a first step toward future
clashes  with  law  enforcement.  The  youngest  student  cited
between  March  and  December  was  a  9-year-old  accused  of
vandalism.



Atmospheric CO2 levels to hit
milestone
By James Gerken, Huffington Post

Scientists  monitoring  global  atmospheric  carbon  dioxide
concentrations  report  that,  for  the  first  time  in  human
history,  CO2  levels  could  soon  rise  above  400  parts  per
million for a sustained period of time in much of the Northern
Hemisphere.

Hourly readings have surpassed 400 ppm in the past week, but
daily averages remain just below 400, reported The Guardian.
Daily readings are expected to surpass 400 ppm in early May.
They will reach their annual peak by mid-month.

The  measurements  come  from  the  NOAA-operated  Mauna  Loa
Observatory  in  Hawaii,  which  has  maintained  a  continuous
record of atmospheric CO2 concentrations since 1958. Records
of earlier levels come from air bubbles inside Antarctic ice
core samples.

“I wish it weren’t true, but it looks like the world is going
to blow through the 400-ppm level without losing a beat,” said
Scripps  Institution  geochemist  Ralph  Keeling  in  a  press
statement. Keeling’s late father began taking the measurements
which have come to form the “Keeling Curve.”

“At this pace we’ll hit 450 ppm within a few decades,” he
added.

The symbolic CO2 milestone comes amid an apparent slowdown
from Obama on the climate and energy front, despite bold words
at the outset of the president’s second term.
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Yet the Senate Finance Committee may soon take up discussion
of a carbon tax, while Obama’s former climate czar, Carol
Browner, has suggested the White House will act on power plant
emissions.

“I think what you’ll see this term is more greenhouse gas
requirements,  particularly  on  new  and  existing  coal-fired
power plants,” she recently told The Chicago Maroon. Coal
currently accounts for 80 percent of U.S. CO2 emissions from
electricity generation.

Last  summer,  CO2  concentrations  surpassed  400  ppm  in  the
Arctic,  but  that  concentration  has  not  been  recorded  for
prolonged periods across the globe.

Emissions from industrialized nations have dipped recently,
but increasing atmospheric greenhouse gas concentrations — due
to human activities like the burning of fossil fuels — mean
continued  planetary  warming  and  more  record  years  for
temperature  and  extreme  weather.

Environmental organization 350.org’s name was inspired by the
growing  threat  of  climate  change  from  rising  CO2  levels.
Scientists have argued that atmospheric CO2 levels must be
reduced to 350 ppm to prevent disruptive climate change.

Increasing concentrations of long-lived greenhouse gases like
carbon dioxide mean “largely irreversible” climate change for
1,000 years after emissions are curtailed, research has shown.

Scripps recently launched a Keeling Curve Twitter account to
provide daily updates on CO2 measurements from Mauna Loa.



South  Shore  electeds  united
in  legislative,  recreation
endeavors
By Joann Eisenbrandt

What bothered everyone present was the substantial loss of
local representation and control, and the negative impacts on
future  funding  for  transportation  and  other  projects  that
dissolution  of  the  Tahoe  Regional  Planning  Agency  Compact
would create.

This was one of many topics at the April 29 joint meeting of
the  Douglas  County  Commission  and  South  Lake  Tahoe  City
Council at Lake Tahoe Resort Hotel (formerly Embassy Suites).

The final topic was the potential impacts of California and
Nevada  Senate  bills  on  the  future  configuration  of  TRPA.
Controversy over the role and effectiveness of the bi-state
agency has been the background noise of Tahoe economic and
environmental discussions since its inception. Everyone’s ears
perked up with the passage of Nevada Senate Bill 271 in March
2011, providing for the withdrawal of Nevada from the Tahoe
Regional Planning Compact by 2015 unless the 1987 Regional
Plan was updated. In that case, the Nevada Tahoe Regional
Planning Agency would assume TRPA’s duties for the Nevada side
of the Lake Tahoe Basin.
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Recreation  on  the  South
Shore  is  now  the  economic
focus. Photo/LTN file

South Lake Tahoe Mayor Tom Davis said, “(I) never thought I’d
be supporting TRPA, but SB271 got us to where we wanted to be
with the Regional Plan. Now to see the California reaction. It
will put the Tahoe economy back to the dark ages. This is how
wars get started.”

The Regional Plan update was finalized and adopted in December
2012, but SB271 has not been repealed. That is the intention
of  Nevada  Senate  Bill  229,  introduced  in  March.  It  was
approved  by  the  Senate  on  April  22  and  now  goes  to  the
Assembly. Nevada Gov. Brian Sandoval has said he will veto the
bill pending further information on the status of the Sierra
Club’s lawsuit against the TRPA Regional Plan update.

Uncomfortable  with  the  uncertainty,  California  decided  to
cover its own Tahoe backside, with the introduction of Senate
Bill 630, authored by Sens. Fran Pavley, D-Agoura Hills and
Senate  President  Pro  Tem  Darrel  Steinberg,  D-Sacramento.
Should Nevada withdraw from TRPA, or fail to repeal SB271 in
its 2013 legislative session, the California Tahoe Regional
Planning  Agency  (CTRPA),  a  precursor  to  TRPA  that  was
dissolved when the bi-state compact was enacted, would be
reconstituted and put in charge of the California side of the
lake on Jan. 1, 2014.

TRPA’s current 14-member board would be replaced with a nine-
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member governing body, appointed by California’s governor with
the approval of the Senate, with one member coming from South
Lake Tahoe and one from either El Dorado or Placer counties.

City Councilwoman JoAnn Conner expressed her indignation over
the  idea  that  those  outside  the  basin  have  the  right  to
control what happens here. “It’s a governance issue. Who has
the right to govern this city . . . those senators from
Southern California who condone the taking of our rights?
Leave us alone. We’re the stewards of the lake, not Santa
Barbara or Los Angeles.”

Douglas County Commissioner Nancy McDermid felt that all the
work of SB271 has not yet been done. The Regional Plan was
updated, but issues remain regarding the voting structure and
who should bear the burden of proof in lawsuits against the
agency. Currently the burden is on TRPA to prove it has lived
up to its mandates, rather than on those suing to prove it
hasn’t. “[SB] 229 is premature. It’s not like it’s now or
never. We have time to work on the other parts of [SB] 271.”
(McDermid is on the TRPA Governing Board.)

Commissioner Lee Bonner put into words the general sentiment
in the room, “Our hearts are together on this issue …. Nobody
wants the Compact to go away. No matter what, those of us at
this table will work together.”

City Councilwoman Angela Swanson asked that sentiment be put
into concrete action, requesting that a joint letter from the
city, Douglas County, Placer County and El Dorado County to
the California and Nevada legislatures be drafted, outlining
just what’s at stake for the lake, and urging them to honor
the commitments they made at the last environmental summit.
City Manager Nancy Kerry and Douglas County Manager Steve
Mokrohisky were tasked with drafting the letter as quickly as
possible.  The  next  joint  City  Council/Douglas  County
Commissioners  meeting  was  tentatively  set  for  immediately
before or during the environmental summit in August.



Recreation, like most everything else at Lake Tahoe, is much
more  than  child’s  play.  Whether  it’s  adults  playing  slot
machines, or children thundering across a soccer field, it’s a
high stakes game because it’s all tied to the basin’s economic
survival.

At Monday’s meeting, the elected officials discussed the joint
South Lake Tahoe-El Dorado County Parks, Trails and Recreation
Master Plan, and the opportunity for Douglas County to partner
with this effort.

Cindy Mendoza of MIG, the master plan consultant, spoke on the
plan’s components, goals and timeline. The plan focuses on a
change from a mainly gaming-based economy to a recreation-
based one. The cost to the city and county for the master plan
is $132,000. MIG was chosen, according to City Manager Nancy
Kerry, “because they got the idea we needed guidelines on how
to  implement  the  plan,  not  just  a  document  with  pretty
pictures.” The projected completion date is May 2014.

Along the same joint planning theme, Nevada and California
Tahoe-based area plans were discussed. Brandy McMahon, senior
planner  for  Douglas  County,  gave  a  presentation  on  the
county’s South Shore Area Plan and John Hitchcock, planning
manager  for  South  Lake  Tahoe  gave  a  presentations  on  the
city’s Tourist Core Area Plan. While these are separate area
plans,  being  developed  under  the  recently-approved  TRPA
Regional Plan update, they have compatible design guidelines
and standards and both focus on a long term vision to make
Tahoe a more viable resort destination.

Mark  Rayback,  project  engineer  with  Wood  Rogers,  gave  a
presentation  on  Tahoe  Transportation  District’s  loop  road
project. This project envisions the reconfiguration of Highway
50 from Pioneer Trail to about Edgewood Tahoe Golf Course,
with the goal of creating a community “Main Street.”


