Pot may 1increase risk for
heart attacks

By Melissa Healy, Los Angeles Times

Over a five-year period, a government-mandated tracking system
in France showed that physicians in that country treated 1,979
patients for serious health problems associated with the use
of marijuana, and nearly 2 percent of those encounters were
with patients suffering from cardiovascular problems,
including heart attack, cardiac arrhythmia and stroke, and
circulation problems in the arms and legs. In roughly a
quarter of those cases, the study found, the patient died.

In the United States, when young and otherwise healthy
patients show up in emergency departments with symptoms of
heart attack, stroke, cardiomyopathy and cardiac arrhythmia,
physicians have frequently noted in case reports that these
unusual patients are regular marijuana users.

Such reporting is hardly the basis for declaring marijuana use
an outright cause of cardiovascular disease. But last month,
cardiologists writing in the Journal of the American Heart
Association warned that “clinical evidence .. suggests the
potential for serious cardiovascular risks associated with
marijuana use.” And with a growing movement to decriminalize
marijuana use, they called for data-collection efforts capable
of detecting and measuring marijuana’s cardiovascular impact
among American users of cannibis setiva.

Read the whole story
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Naming Nev. cove after Twain
dead in the water

By Martin Griffith, AP

RENO -— A state panel has effectively killed a bid to name a
Lake Tahoe cove for Mark Twain, citing opposition from a tribe
that says he held racist views on Native Americans.

The Nevada State Board on Geographic Names this week voted to
indefinitely table the request after hearing opposition from
the Washoe Tribe of Nevada and California, whose ancestral
homeland includes Lake Tahoe.

Supporters had sought to name a scenic cove on the lake’s
northeast shore for Samuel Clemens, Twain’s real name.

But Darrel Cruz, head of the tribe’s cultural resource
department, said Twain was undeserving of the honor because of
derogatory comments about the Washoe and other tribes in his
writings.

Among other things, he cited Twain’'s opposition to the naming
of the lake as Tahoe, which is derived from the Washoe word
“da ow” for lake.

Cruz also objected to a Twain quote about Lake Tahoe: “People
say that Tahoe means ‘Silver Lake’ — ‘Limpid Water’ — ‘Falling
Leaf.’ Bosh! It means grasshopper soup, the favorite dish of
the digger tribe — and of the Pi-utes as well.”

Cruz said Washoes dislike being referred to as the “digger
tribe,” a derogatory term applied to some tribes in the West
who dug roots for food. Other tribes ate grasshoppers.

“Samuel Clemens had racist views on the native people of this
country and has captured those views in his literature,” Cruz
wrote in a letter to the board. “Therefore, we cannot support
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the notion of giving a place name in Lake Tahoe to Samuel
Clemens.”

But James Hulse, history professor emeritus at UNR said it’s
irrelevant whether Twain’s writings were insulting to Native
Americans.

The cove should be named for Twain because he praised Tahoe’s
beauty while visiting the lake in 1861-62, and he became one
of America’s most beloved authors after assuming his pen name
as a Nevada newspaper reporter around the same time, Hulse
said.

“In his early days, (Twain’s) ironic-comic mode was insulting
to everyone, including governors, legislators, mine bosses and
journalistic colleagues,” he told the board. “He learned and
overcame his prejudices far better than most of his
contemporaries and successors.”

Thomas Quirk, an English professor emeritus at the University
of Missouri and leading Twain scholar, said the author
eventually overcame his racism against blacks. But Quirk said
he has found no evidence that he significantly changed his
views on American Indians.

Twain did not embrace the idea of idolizing what he called the
“noble red man,” Quirk said, and poked fun at writer James
Fenimore Cooper for doing so.

“When it comes to African Americans, he was ahead of his time
substantially,” he said. “When it comes to Native Americans,
his record is not very good. If he were alive today, he would
sing a different tune.”

Board member Robert Stewart, who initiated the plan to name
the cove for Clemens, said it’s unlikely it would resurface.

He said he dropped his support of it, even though he learned
about a later letter Twain wrote objecting to the treatment of



tribes in Arizona and New Mexico.

“I have a great deal of respect for the Washoe Tribe. And if
their cultural committee is unhappy with naming the cove for
Mark Twain, I'm not going to fight them,” Stewart said. “We
need to show sensitivity to the tribe.”

Stewart said he still believes the cove near Incline Village
is where Twain camped and accidentally started a wildfire
while preparing to cook dinner in September 1861. But David
Antonucci, a civil engineer from Homewood, maintains Twain
camped on the California side of the lake.

It’s the second time the bid to name the cove for Twain
failed. In 2011, the U.S. Board on Geographic Names rejected
the request after the U.S. Forest Service said Twain’s
influence on the Sierra Nevada lake was minimal and other
historical figures were more deserving of the honor.

Supporters sought to honor him because there is no geographic
feature in the state named for Twain, whose book “Roughing It”
put Nevada on the map.

4 Incline businesses accused
of selling booze to kids

The Washoe County Sheriff’s Office cited four Incline Village
businesses for selling alcohol to minors during an underage
drinking laws enforcement program conducted the first two
weekends of May.

There were 10 other businesses, mostly in Reno, that were also
cited.
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Deputies and an underage buyer conducted checks at more than
60 businesses located throughout Washoe County.

Businesses in Incline that were cited for selling to a minor:
Chevron, Tahoe Boulevard

Dimaggio’s at the Lake, Tahoe Boulevard

Rookie's Sports Bar and Grill, Tahoe Boulevard

Incline Spirits and Cigars, Country Club Drive.

Businesses in Incline that were in compliance:

Circle K, Tahoe Boulevard

Incline Liquor, Tahoe Boulevard

7-Eleven, Tahoe Boulevard.

— Lake Tahoe News staff report

Parents rail against Common
Core math

By Michael Rubinkam, AP

An Iowa woman jokingly calls it “Satan’s handiwork.” A
California mom says she’s broken down in tears. A Pennsylvania
parent says it “makes my blood boil.”

What could be so horrible? Grade-school math.
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As schools around the U.S. implement national Common Core
learning standards, parents trying to help their kids with
math homework say that adding, subtracting, multiplying and
dividing has become as complicated as calculus.

They’'re stumped by unfamiliar terms like “rectangular array”
and “area model.” They wrestle with division that requires the
use of squares, slashes and dots. They rage over impenetrable
word problems.

Stacey Jacobson-Francis, 41, of Berkeley, said her daughter’s
homework requires her to know four different ways to add.

1

“That is way too much to ask of a first-grader,” she said.
“She can’'t remember them all, and I don’'t know them all, so we
just do the best that we can.”

Simple arithmetic isn’t so simple anymore, leading to plenty
of angst at home. Even celebrities aren’t immune: The comedian
Louis C.K. took to Twitter recently to vent about his kids'
convoluted homework, writing that his daughters went from
loving math to crying about it.

Adopted by 44 states, the Common Core is a set of English and
math standards that spell out what students should know and
when. The standards for elementary math emphasize that kids
should not only be able to solve arithmetic problems using the
tried-and-true methods their parents learned, but understand
how numbers relate to each other.

“Part of what we are trying to teach children is to become
problem solvers and thinkers,” said Diane Briars, president of
the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics. “We want
students to understand what they’re doing, not just get the
right answer.”

That's a radically different approach than many parents are
accustomed to.



Jennie Barnds, 40, of Davenport, Iowa, was puzzled by her
fourth-grade daughter’s 1long division homework, a foreign
amalgam of boxes, slashes and dots with nary a quotient or
dividend in sight.

“If we are sitting there for 20 minutes trying to do a simple
problem, how is an 8-, 9-, 10-year-old supposed to figure it
out?” she said. “It’s incredibly frustrating for the student
and the parent.”

Whether Common Core itself is responsible for the homework
headaches is a contentious issue.

Some experts say Common Core promotes reform math, a teaching
method that gained currency in the 1990s. Derided as “fuzzy”
math by critics, reform math says kids should explore and
understand concepts like place value before they become fluent
in the standard way of doing arithmetic. Critics say it fails
to stress basic computational skills, 1leaving students
unprepared for higher math.

Stanford University mathematician James Milgram calls the
reform math-inspired standards a “complete mess” — too
advanced for younger students, not nearly rigorous enough in
the upper grades. And teachers, he contends, are largely ill-
prepared to put the standards into practice.

“You are asking teachers to teach something that is incredibly
complicated to kids who aren’'t ready for it,” said Milgram,
who voted against the standards as part of the committee that
reviewed them. “If you don’'t think craziness will result, then
you’'re being fundamentally naive.”

Common Core supporters 1insist the standards are
developmentally appropriate and driven by research.

“For years there has been a raging debate in mathematics
education about which is more important, procedural fluency or
conceptual understanding. The obvious answer is ‘both’ and the



standards give that answer,” said University of Arizona
mathematician Bill McCallum, who co-wrote the math standards.

Common Core advocates acknowledge parents are frustrated, but
blame the problems on botched implementation, insufficient
training or poorly written math programs that predate Common
Core.

They say schools also need to communicate better.

“The homework can appear ridiculous when it is taken out of
context — that’s where the biggest problem lies,” said Steve
0’'Connor, a fifth-grade math teacher in Wells, N.Y. “Parents
don’'t have the context, nor have they been given the means to
see the context.”

0'Connor has set up a website in an effort to reduce parents’
frustration over homework. Other school districts have held
workshops for parents to learn alongside their children.

But many parents say they’ve been on their own, complaining
that districts have foisted new math curricula with little
explanation.

In Pennsylvania, which signed on to the national Common Core
in 2010 but developed its own version, Allison Lienhard said
homework sessions with her 10-year-old have ended in tears.

“She gets frustrated because I can’t do it the way they are
supposed to do it,” Lienhard said. “To me, math is numbers,
it’s concrete, it’'s black-and-white. I don’t understand why
you need to bring this conceptual thing into math — at least
not at this age.”



Hefty price for Tahoe dad to
see kids’ school records

By Perry Chiaramonte, Fox News

Nevada dad John Eppolito got a bad case of sticker shock when
he asked state education officials to see the permanent
records of his four children.

He was told it would cost $10,194.

A Lake Tahoe-area real estate agent by trade and a fierce
opponent of Common Core, Eppolito was concerned about Nevada’s
recent decision to join a multi-state consortium that shares
students’ data. He wanted to know exactly what information had
been compiled on his school-age kids. But state officials told
him he would have to pay fees and the cost of programming and
running a custom report.

“The problem is that I can’t stop them from collecting the
data,” Eppolito told FoxNews.com. “I just wanted to know what
it [collected data] was. It almost seems impossible. Certainly
$10,000 is enough reason to prevent a parent from getting the
data.”

Nevada has spent an estimated $10 million in its 7-year-old
System of Accountability Information in Nevada, known as SAIN.
Data from county school systems is uploaded nightly to a state
database, and, under the new arrangement, potentially shared
with other counties and states. But Eppolito wonders why the
state is collecting data that parents can’t even view.

According to the federal Family Educational Rights and Privacy
Act (FERPA), parents have the right to review their kids’
records. Small fees are allowed to be issued for records
unless they in any way prevent them from obtaining them.
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The Nevada Department of Education attempted to justify the
hefty price tag for viewing copies of student records in a
response to Eppolito.

Read the whole story

McClintock mailer called
deceptive

By Christopher Cadelago, Sacramento Bee

Democrats in the sweeping 4th Congressional District are
crying foul over a campaign mailer by Republican Rep. Tom
McClintock they say deceptively boosts the prospects of one
candidate so the three-term incumbent can avoid a tough re-
election fight.

McClintock, whose challengers include upstart Republican Art
Moore and independent Jeffrey Gerlach, is sending campaign
mailers to Democratic voters that portray Gerlach as the lone
alternative and describe him as a “liberal” who supports
universal health care, gay marriage and amnesty for illegal
immigrants. McClintock’s flier says he’s led the fight to
repeal the health care law, strengthen traditional families
and secure U.S. borders.

Democrat Jack Uppal, who lost to McClintock in 2012, said the
incumbent is resorting to “dirty tricks” by diverting
Democratic voters to Gerlach in the June 3 primary in order to
dodge a head-to-head match-up with Moore in November. Under
the state’s new primary system, the top-two finishers
regardless of party advance to the general election. Moore’s
campaign believes it remains in strong position to do so.
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Read the whole story

Report: Calif. among worst in
U.S. 1n school segregation

By Sharon Noguchi, San Jose Mercury News

As racial separation in education steadily grows, California
now leads the nation in children going to school with their
own kind, a UCLA study released last week contends.

On the 60th anniversary of the landmark U.S. Supreme Court
Brown vs. Board of Education ruling intended to dismantle
segregation, the report by UCLA’s Civil Rights Project says
that California students are more likely than ever to attend
racially isolated schools.

The report analyzes data on all the state’s school districts
and a few charter schools. It shows segregation both at school
and state levels has come to be widely accepted.

School districts contend that they are indeed battling for
equity.

Read the whole story

Report: Nevada 1lags 1n
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preschool funding

By Paul Takahashi, Las Vegas Sun

Nevada continues to have one of the lowest preschool spending
and enrollment levels nationally, according to a Rutgers
University report released this week.

The National Institute for Early Education Research, a
nonpartisan research organization at the New Jersey
university, has tracked student enrollment levels and state
spending on preschool programs since 2002. The group’s “2013
State Preschool Yearbook” looked at spending and enrollment
levels from the 2012-13 school year.

Just 3 percent of Nevada 4-year-olds — 1,272 children -
attended preschool that year, according to the report. The
Silver State ranked 36th in student enrollment among 41 states
with pre-kindergarten programs.

Nationally, 28 percent of 4-year-olds — 1.1 million children —
attended preschool that year. Enrollment levels ranged from 94
percent in Washington, D.C., to 1 percent in Minnesota and
Rhode Island.

Read the whole story

Holder: Subtle racism a
greater threat than
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‘outbursts of bigotry’

By Eyder Peralta, NPR

During separate commencement addresses, Attorney General Eric
Holder and first lady Michelle Obama delivered a similar
message: On this 60th anniversary of the landmark Supreme
Court decision in Brown v. Board of Education, which
desegregated schools, we should acknowledge that progress has
been made, but in many ways systematic racism still exists,
albeit in a more subtle way that is just as sinister.

The Kansas City Star reports Obama spoke at the graduating
ceremony for five Topeka high schools Friday night. According
to the paper, Obama said schools, for example, are still
segregated and “too often, those schools aren’t equal,
especially ones attended by students of color, which too often
lag behind with crumbling classrooms and less experienced
teachers.”

Holder spoke at Morgan State University. Referring to the
Donald Sterling fiasco, Holder said that the past few weeks
have given us a perfect example of clear, “outbursts of
bigotry.”

But the real trouble, the greatest threat 60 years after Brown
v. Board is what he called “subtle racism.”

Read the whole story

LTWC moving to 27 acres 1n
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South Lake Tahoe

ThlS is an artist’s renderlng of what Lake Tahoe Wlldllfe Care
will look like.

By Kathryn Reed

STATELINE — Lake Tahoe Wildlife Care is moving from the
founders’ backyard that is less than 1 acre to 27 acres 1in
South Lake Tahoe.

Tom and Cheryl Millham, who have run the wildlife
rehabilitation facility for more than 36 years, were teary-
eyed as they made the announcement May 17 at MontBleu casino
during a break in the annual volunteer training.

Negotiations to buy the triangular-shaped parcel owned by
Marjorie Springmeyer on Al Tahoe Boulevard near Pioneer Trail
and the Pioneer Village housing development have been going on
since September. This is across from open space called the
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Springmeyer Land Conservancy.

The lease with an option to buy contract was signed May 15.
The price has not been disclosed. Barbara Hartoonian left a
substantial sum to LTWC that is allowing for the 1land
acquisition. There is money for the first phase, but extensive
fundraising will be required to build the facility the
Millhams have been dreaming about for decades.

Lk

Cheryl and Tom Millham on

May 17 announce the deal to
move LTWC into the city
limits. Photo/LTN

The money left by Hartoonian will only cover a fraction of the
more than $10 million that the new facility plus lease 1is
expected to cost.

Bonnie Springmeyer told Lake Tahoe News one of the driving
reasons her mother-in-law decided to part with this parcel was
because her friend Hartoonian believed in LTWC.

The elder Springmeyer turns 92 this summer. Her family — the
Johnsons and that of her late husband Buzz's — were pioneers
on the South Shore as well in the Carson Valley. They still
own a tremendous amount of land in both locations.

It has not been decided what aspect of the facility will be
named after Springmeyer, but part of the deal is this will
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also be part of Marjorie Springmeyer’s legacy.

This property was looked at 12 years ago, but Springmeyer was
not ready to sell at that time.

The next step is to secure the necessary permits from the city
and Tahoe Regional Planning Agency. A zoning change will also
be required.

The goal 1is to break ground in May 2015. Cages have been
designed.

Phase one will be the rehabilitation center, including medical
facility for the animals. It will also have caretaker’s
quarters. Denise Upton, who has been an instrumental part of
LTWC in recent years, will take over for Executive Director
Cheryl Millham.

“We will be advisers and counselors to the people running the
facility,” Tom Millham told Lake Tahoe News.

The Millhams have wanted to retire for years. But they haven’t
been able to because the animals are in their backyard. It was
in 2001 that El Dorado County told them they had to find
another place for the center. It has taken this long to find a
suitable location.

The second phase will include an education center that will
have a conference center and gift shop.

Fencing will allow for animals that cannot return to the wild
to live on site and give a different kind of educational
experience for people.

“It will be great economic development for the community. It
will give people another reason to stay and play,” South Lake
Tahoe City Manager Nancy Kerry told Lake Tahoe News. “It will
help diversify the economy.”

She added, “It’'s great recognition for one of the founding



families of Lake Tahoe.”

Through the years, LTWC has taken in more than 24,000 animals,
returned 15,000-plus to the wild, and has trained more than
2,000 people to help care for these animals. LTWC 1is
California’s only rehab facility for bear cubs.



