174 applications for 76
medical pot dispensaries

By Cy Ryan, Las Vegas Sun

CARSON CITY — A total of 174 applications were submitted by
Monday’s deadline to operate 76 medical marijuana dispensaries
in Nevada, the state Division of Public and Behavioral Health
reported.

0f those, 140 came from Clark County, where the law allows 40
dispensaries. Those submitting applications for licenses had
to pay a $5,000 non-refundable fee.

The division said it received another 263 applications for
licenses for marijuana cultivation facilities, production
facilities and testing labs.

Read the whole story

Mass casualty training drill
to test Tahoe crews

By Kathryn Reed

The Angora Fire of 2007 taught South Lake Tahoe officials a
lot of things. But much of what needed to be improved was not
implemented until this year. And those changes are about to be
tested.

On Monday, a (C130 airplane from the National Guard will be on
the tarmac as though it crashed at Lake Tahoe Airport with
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more than 40 people on board. Injured passengers will be taken
to Barton Memorial Hospital; others will be readied to be
airlifted to regional trauma centers, though not actually
flown. First responders from Reno and Sacramento have been
invited to participate.

Aug. 25 1is designed to be the largest drill South Lake Tahoe
fire and police have had in years. Neighboring agencies will
also be participating, including Barton. The recreation center
will be the Red Cross center, just as it was during Angora.

South Lake Tahoe Fire Chief Jeff Meston talks about
preparations for the Aug. 25 drill. Photos/Kathryn Reed

But it’s not just the normal emergency crews that will be
deployed. Other city staff members are integral to the process
to make sure everything works. Planning, logistics, finance
and operations are the main components. Per city code, the
city manager is the incident commander, however it’'s the fire
chief who is in charge of the local Office of Emergency
Services. The planning department will 1lead planning,
logistics falls to parks and recreation, finance 1is finance,
and operations involves police, fire and public works.

“We really had to reinvent the emergency operations plan,”
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Fire Chief Jeff Meston told Lake Tahoe News.

That is one reason he was hired by City Manager Nancy Kerry —
for his experience in such matters.

“My concern was since Angora the city hasn’t had any ongoing
training since that major event,” Kerry told Lake Tahoe News.
“I hope this becomes a regular part of the city’s role and
responsibility.”

Communication at the start of the Angora Fire was atrocious.
Part of the training has addressed that component. This also
includes what is supposed to be better information getting to
the media so they in turn can relay it to the public.

Evacuating the area during Angora proved to be another
challenge, especially on that Tuesday when the fire jumped
Highway 89 and Tahoe Keys residents were told to evacuate. The
city, under Kerry'’'s direction, ordered evacuation signs that
can be installed where needed. She plans in the coming months
to work neighborhood by neighborhood to acquaint people with
how best to leave their home depending on where the emergency
is.

Meston revamped the training manual. It details who is to do
what, and who the alternates are in case that person isn’t
available. He made sure everything conforms to current county,
state and federal requirements. If it doesn’t, there is the
potential threat of state and federal dollars being withheld.

Part of the City Council chambers has been reconfigured with
modernized technology.

Emergency power supply for cell phones is in place. Vests for
those in charge have been bought.

Every city employee has gone through training. There 1is a
phone tree as well as a plan to call in people who are not
working at that hour. The paperwork process was simplified.



Forms that need to be filled out have been put on computers to
simplify the process.

All of the upgrades cost the city less than $5,000.

In the event the airport were to be off limits as the
emergency center, the city has two other locales designated in
town.

Meston said every disaster — no matter where it happens -
provides first responders with lessons.

“We also learned from San Francisco,” he said of the 2013
Asiana crash at SFO. “One of the important things is we try
not to run over people. That is not good.”

: o S 3
Fire Capt. Mark WyGant with
Legos built the Lake Tahoe
Airport crash scene to
scale.

The drill

It will be determined that day if air space at Lake Tahoe
Airport is off-limits.

The drill will involve many of the six helicopters that are
within a 30-minute flight from South Lake Tahoe coming in, as
well as fixed-wing aircraft. ALl that air support is necessary
because Barton’s trauma capabilities are limited and many air
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ambulances can take two people at the most.

Triage tags will be placed on the California Conservation
Corps members who will be made up as the plane crash victims.
Some will go to Barton, others to the rec center. And while
normally victims would not be transported to a shelter, some
concessions need to be made for a drill.

Still, it would be the Red Cross’ responsibility to reunite
victims with families.

One thing Meston will be looking for in his men and women is
how they deal with this being a hazardous materials situation.
A downed plane will have fuel that is ready to explode.

The California Highway Patrol 1is expected to be filming the
incident from the air. This will be one way to assess how well
everyone did. A debriefing will occur afterward. The drill
will also be evaluated by people not affiliated with any local
agency.

Adding to the potential chaos of the event is that this will
be the first day of school for Lake Tahoe Unified.

And while most city resources will be devoted to this event,
if there is a real emergency, those calls will take
precedence.

Notes:

= The drill is Aug. 25 from 10am-12:30pm.

 The training takes place at Lake Tahoe Airport, Barton
Memorial Hospital and South Lake Tahoe Recreation
Center.

= To sign up for reverse 911 notifications in El Dorado
County go online, then click on the image of the phone,
cell phone and “@” symbol to fill out the form. Here is
a link for Douglas County residents to sign up. South
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Lake Tahoe residents may signup here for various alerts.

Brown blasts CalPERS for
allowing enhanced pay

By Jon Ortiz, Sacramento Bee

A divided CalPERS board on Tuesday approved a regulation that
will allow nearly 100 different types of supplemental pay to
count toward pension calculations for state and local
government employees.

The 7-5 vote drew a swift rebuke from Gov. Jerry Brown, who
signed pension overhaul legislation in 2012 that, in part,
attempted to crack down on pension spiking. Specifically,
Brown objected to CalPERS’ allowing pension calculations to
include “temporary upgrade pay” for workers who briefly fill a
higher-paying position to count toward retirement.

i

. CalPERS got it wrong,” Brown said in a statement released
shortly after the board’s action. “This vote undermines the
pension reforms enacted just two years ago. I’'ve asked my
staff to determine what actions can be taken to protect the
integrity of the Public Employees’ Pension Reform Act.”

That law required pension calculations based on “the normal
monthly rate of pay or base pay” of employees who become
retirement system members on Jan. 1, 2013 and later. It also
disallowed “ad hoc” payments included in retirement benefit
calculations, a key provision intended to thwart pension
spiking.
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Read the whole story

Calif. gives away more rights
to water than 1t has

By Kat Kerlin, UC Davis

California has allocated five times more surface water than
the state actually has, making it hard for regulators to tell
whose supplies should be cut during a drought, UC researchers
reported.

The scientists said California’s water-rights regulator, the
State Water Resources Control Board, needs a systematic
overhaul of policies and procedures to bridge the gaping
disparity, but lacks the legislative authority and funding to
do so.

Ted Grantham, who explored the state’s water-rights database
as a postdoctoral researcher with the UC Davis Center for
Watershed Sciences, said the time is ripe for tightening the
water-use accounting.

Better information might enable state regulators to better
target water cutbacks in times of drought, Grantham said.

Read the whole story
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DNA tests needed to 1ID
remains

Douglas County sheriff’s investigators are still not able to
positively identify the human remains that were found in June
near the top of Spooner Summit.

Results of DNA tests are pending. That could take another 12
to 16 weeks.

The cause of death is also still under investigaton.

The remains were located approximately 300 yards to the north
of Highway 50 between the Tahoe Rim trail and Kings Canyon
Road in a remote wooded area by inmate work crews clearing
brush in the area

— Lake Tahoe News staff report

Governors’ group calls to end
‘wildfire borrowing’

i

Nevada Gov. Brian Sandoval,
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who <chairs the Western
Governors' Association,
spoke Aug. 19 in Tahoe about
drought and fire.
Photo/Kathryn Reed

By Jesse Paul, Denver Post

The Western Governors’ Association in a letter last week urged
U.S. Senate and congressional leadership, and President Obama,
to increase federal wildfire budgets so agencies can stop
using fire prevention funds for fire suppression.

The association said the U.S. Forest Service is again on pace
to utilize prevention funds for suppression — known as “fire
borrowing” — in a season where Oregon, California and
Washington have seen millions of acres of forestland burn.

“We end up robbing from the land managers,” said Kevin Klein,
director of the Colorado Division of Homeland Security and
Emergency Management. “We end up stealing from those
[prevention] programs to fight the fire. Treating wildfires
like we do with our other programs makes sense to me.”

“In the past decade, wildfires have increased in size and
intensity and the fire season now extends 60-80 days longer
than historic averages,” said the association, calling its
position “long-standing.” “Ineffective management, droughts
and insect infestations also have left Western forest far more
susceptible to catastrophic fires.”

Despite the risk, federal wildfire budgets have remained
stagnant, the association said, “reinforcing this damaging
wildfire cycle.”

Read the whole story
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Data on when police use
weapons 1s Llacking

By Max Ehrenfreund, Washington Post

Since Michael Brown’s death in Ferguson, Mo. on Aug. 9, police
have shot and killed people who were apparently unarmed in Los
Angeles; San Jose; Victorville; and South Salt Lake, Utah. For
two days, police in New Orleans did not make public the fact
that an officer had shot a man in the head. He is expected to
survive the injury.

News reports of officer-involved shootings are fairly regular
across the country, but there are no national, comprehensive
statistics on these incidents, so it is impossible to say how
frequently they happen. Information about those struck by
police bullets is also unavailable — whether they are unarmed
or carrying a weapon, criminals or innocent bystanders, black
or white. Reliable data would make it easier for citizens to
know when officers are acting recklessly, and for police
departments to develop methods of avoiding the use of lethal
force.

The FBI collects data from police departments on all kinds of
crimes, 1including hate crimes violence against police
officers, but the bureau is not required to compile statistics
on officer-involved shootings. Data from the state of New York
shows that the targets of police gunfire are
disproportionately black, which would be consistent with
psychological experiments suggesting that in dangerous
situations, people are more likely to shoot at black people
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than at white people.

Read the whole story

World on track for 3rd
hottest year on record

By Tom Randall, Bloomberg

If you live in California, Australia or Scandinavia, 2014 may
feel like the hottest year on record. Not quite; on a global
scale, it’'s “only” third-hottest.

The global average surface temperature for January through
July was 1.2 degrees Fahrenheit (0.66 degrees Celsius) above
the 20th century average, tying with 2002 as the third warmest
in records going back to 1880, according to National Climatic
Data Center data released today.

Hottest Years on Record

The greatest share of global warming in recent years has been
absorbed by the oceans. The beginnings of an El Nino warming
pattern in the Pacific Ocean earlier this year threatened to
stir up some of the heat. That hasn’t happened yet, and the
forecast has been reduced to a 65 percent chance of a mild to
moderate El Nino developing later this year. The last strong
EL Nino event was in 1998, the hottest year on record.

Thirteen of the 14 hottest years on record have all occurred
in the 21st century. The recent clustering of heat records are
one of many signs of the warming climate (click here for
more). To put the last 135 years of global temps into
perspective, the chart below stacks each year onto the same
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timeline. The five hottest years are in red: 2010, 2005, 1998,
2013 and 2003. This year, to date, is highlighted in green.

Read the whole story

Wildfire threat dominates
enviro summit talks

Sens. Harry Reid and Dianne Feinstein have been
proponents of Lake Tahoe for years. Photos/Kathryn reed

By Kathryn Reed

CAMP RICHARDSON — Now in its 18th year, the Lake Tahoe
Environmental Summit is the place for politicians and others
to tout how much they care about the basin, what they’ve done
to make it great and what they want to do for the future.
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Since the first summit, $1.74 billion has been invested
through what’s called the environmental improvement program.
Much of that is taxpayer money, with $323.7 million from the
private sector. Those private dollars continue to grow as
government at all levels has less to dole out.

But if the Lake Tahoe Restoration Act is reauthorized, it
calls for $415 million from the feds. Rep. Mark Amodei, R-
Carson City, is the sponsor of the bill.

Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif, who hosted the event at
Valhalla, said the entire investment is working. At the first
summit a white dinner plate-like device could be seen to a
depth of 64 feet, while today the naked eye can view it at 75
feet. She rattled off the number of road miles that have been
improved, acres of forest treated for fuels reduction and
wildlife habitat restoration, and the commitment to preventing
more invasive species from taking hold in Lake Tahoe.

Sen. Harry Reid speaks Aug.
19 at the annual
environmental summit. Also
on stage are Rep. Mark
Amodei, Rep. John Garamendi,
Sen. Dean Heller, Sen.
Dianne Feinstein, Gov. Jerry
Brown, Gov. Brian Sandoval,
Rep. Tom McClintock, and Lt.
Gov. Gavin Newsom.
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The theme of the Aug. 19 event was Drought, Wildfire and
Invasive Species: Confronting the Effects of Climate Change on
Lake Tahoe. More than 300 people attended the event.

Wildfire dominated the talks, especially with the lawmakers
signing a proclamation updating the multi-agency fuel
reduction program that is led by the Lake Tahoe Fuels and Fire
Team.

“This is important because fire is going to be with us and
more so in the future,” Fire Chief Mike Brown with North Lake
Tahoe Fire Department said.

It is designed to be a strategy to protect life and property
in the basin. Fire chiefs from throughout the basin were in
attendance — as they have been most years.

Fire has been a constant topic ever since the 2007 Angora Fire
reduced 254 houses to ash. Many of those homes on the
outskirts of South Lake Tahoe have since been rebuilt and the
forest has new growth, but so many burned trees remain as a
visual reminder of what happened that June.

While most of the electeds talked nice and about how well the
California and Nevada delegations get along, it was Rep. Tom
McClintock, R-Granite Bay, who had some of the most
impassioned words of the day. He is an outspoken critic of the
U.S. Forest Service and environmentalists, especially when it
comes to harvesting timber after a fire. He singled out how
the wood from last year’s Rim Fire is just standing there.

“Excess marketable timber should be sold and removed from the
forests, with the proceeds used to provide for forest
restoration and the reduction of ladder fuels,” the
congressman who represents the California side of Lake Tahoe
said. “The sale of excess timber and the use of biomass
generation can substantially supplement the cost of fuels
reduction, making the proper management of our forests cost-
effective once again.



“The escalating costs of fighting fires should be treated as
other natural disasters and not funded by shorting fuel
reduction budgets.”

Nevada Gov. Brian Sandoval spoke of having recently hiked to
Snow Valley Peak and being able to see the impact of drought
in the high country. That lack of moisture ties into growing
concerns that fire is a real threat to the area.

Geoff Schladow (TERC),
Joanne Marchetta (TRPA) and
Nancy Gibson (USFS) listen
to the speakers.

Geoff Schladow, executive director of Tahoe Environmental
Research Center, also pointed out how wildfires inside and
outside the basin impact air and water quality here.

Schladow said having data going back to the early 1960s has
allowed scientists to understand how Tahoe has changed, and he
added research needs to continue. But that takes money.

California Gov. Jerry Brown said, “The success to date give us
a lot of encouragement. At the end of the day, nature rules.”
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NDOT installs steel mesh
along Mt. Rose Highway

By Landon Miller, KTVN-TV

It is normal to see cars along the Mt. Rose Highway, but not a
helicopter. This week, Nevada Department of Transportation is
using one to help in road construction near the summit.

Being installed along the steep terrain are 9,500 square yards
of steel mesh.

“They are actually picking up individual strands of this wire
mesh slope covering that they are going to fly and place on
the slope,” said Meg Ragonese with NDOT.

Crews on the ground secure the mesh to the hillside and the
process 1is repeated. It’s mesh that NDOT crews say will
prevent rocks from falling onto the highway below.

Read the whole story
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