Poll: Calif. voters not yet
jazzed about tax extensions

By Christopher Cadelago, Sacramento Bee

With Californians staring down the prospect of a crowded
ballot next fall, a poll finds 61 percent of likely voters
believe there are too many propositions.

At the same time, about the same percentage say they are
satisfied with the way the initiative process is working,
according to Public Policy Institute of California survey
released late Tuesday.

PPIC asked about the importance of four ballot measures that
all could go before voters. Some 55 percent of likely voters
view a state bond measure to pay for school and community
college facilities as very important, and 49 percent consider
a statewide initiative raising the minimum wage as critical.

Read the whole story

DC commish says yes to gas
tax, no to sales tax

By Anne Knowles

MINDEN — The Douglas County Board of County Commissioners this
week voted to raise the gas tax to pay for road maintenance,
but failed to pass a sales tax bump to fund a list of
countywide projects.
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The additional gas tax will make possible much needed road
improvements, but the failure of the sales tax hike means the
county may not be able to tap into some state and federal
matching funds, and will likely struggle to find other ways to
pay for each of the dozen projects.

Those proposed projects include total maximum daily load
maintenance of catchments, including Kahle urban catchment,
Logan Creek, Lakeridge and Lake Village general improvement
districts and Cave Rock.

The price tag for the county [EEF
portion of those projects totals pEa
$14.3 million. The sales tax [&&
increase, which had an expiration
date, was expected to generate $15
million over its 10-year life.

But the total cost is much higher. Burke Creek in Stateline
Some projects would be paid in is one storm drainage
total by the county, but others, that has had work done
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Jim Nichols, county manager, said
$600,000 would be earmarked for Source: Douglas
road maintenance. County

The county has a huge backlog of road repairs, amounting to
tens of millions of dollars, which it has recently been paying
for through allocations from the county’s general fund.

“We have been robbing Peter to pay Paul and not looking to the
future,” Commissioner Steven Thaler said. “Public comment
seems to be evenly divided. The roads need to be fixed. This
1s a no-brainer to me.”

During public comment, resident Bob Ballou echoed Penzel.

“These taxes, while they may be for good purposes, ought to be
approved by the entire public,” Ballou said.

Nichols said the remaining $300,000 raised by the higher tax
would be leveraged to get state and federal grants for the
South Shore Revitalization Project, locally known as the loop
road.

n

“We’re not going to benefit from a lot of this,” said Linda
Foster, county resident, during public comment. “We’re paying
for improvements at the lake that helps the business up



there.”

Several people spoke in favor of the tax hike, including Bill
Chernock, executive director of the Carson Valley Chamber of
Commerce.

“We need an infrastructure that works. Everybody is paying,
businesses, visitors, local residents. And there is a rough
correlation between how much you pay and how much you use the
roads,” said Chernock. “And as far as the Highway 50 portion
to make the loop road, that is going to happen. We can start
building that fund now and get proactive. That money does flow
down the hill.”

The commission also passed a plan for projects to be paid for
by the defeated infrastructure sales tax.

The resolution on the projects was required before the
commission could take up the tax itself, which was a 0.25
percent increase in the sales tax.

The resolution passed relatively easily, although there was
some dissatisfaction with the agreed upon list of projects,
even among supporters.

“I support the tax. Do I like the list? No, I hate the list,”
said county resident Carlo Luri. “But is it fair? Yes, it
benefits the most people in the county.”

Commissioner Lynn agreed.

“I don’'t like the list either, but it represents a wide array
of stakeholders and will transform the county if all of them
can be implemented,” he said.

The tax itself needed a two-thirds majority or four votes. It
failed, with Commissioners Doug Johnson and Penzel voting no.

“I'm not afraid of going out there and saying these are good
projects, we need this tax,” said Penzel. “This doesn’t have



to end the story. We can get it on the ballot.”

District Attorney Doug Ritchie was asked if there is time to
get a ballot approved before the next election. He said there
are several types of measures and it would depend on which one
was pursued.

The three commissioners in support of the sales tax hike each
tried to persuade their dissenting colleagues.

Commissioner Thaler said the commission was elected to make
big decisions and that the voters had the power to repeal the
tax hike.

“They’ve done it before,” he said. “If we don’t pass this, it
dies.”

Commissioner Nancy McDermid pointed to Elko County, an equally
conservative county, which this week passed a 0.25 percent
increase in its sales tax.

“They are not a receiving county, they are a giving county,”
said McDermid.

McDermid was referring to the fact that some taxes collected
by Nevada’s 17 counties are pooled and redistributed through
the consolidated tax distribution.

As a result, Clark, Washoe and Elko counties put in more money
than they get back and the remaining 14 counties, including
Douglas, receive more than they contribute.

“Now we're going to hold out our hands while we let others tax
themselves?” she asked. “How do we look at the people in Elko
and say thank you for raising your taxes?”

Commissioner Lynn conceded it wasn’t an easy choice.

“The timing could be better. It is difficult to bring forward
two taxes at once,” he said. “But the gas and sales tax are



complementary and if we don’t do this, then shame on us.”

Reno-to-Vegas interstate 1in
highway bill deal

By Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The House and Senate have reached agreement on a
five-year, $281 billion transportation bill that would
increase spending to address the nation’s aging and
congested highways and transit systems, including an extension
of the future Interstate 11 connecting Reno and Las Vegas.

The bill would put an end to the cycle of temporary extensions
and threatened shutdowns of transportation programs that have
bedeviled Congress for the past seven years, making it
difficult for states to plan long-term projects.

A draft of the bill boosts highway spending by 14.9 percent
and transit spending by 18.1 percent over the 1life of
the bill, said Jeff Davis, an expert on transportation
spending with the nonprofit Eno Center for Transportation.

Included in the bill is an extension for the future I-11,
which as it currently stands would connect Las Vegas with
Phoenix. Nevada’s Washington delegation, including Democratic
Senate Minority Leader Harry Reid and Republican Sen. Dean
Heller, has lobbied for an extension to Reno.

Heller said in a news release the inclusion of the Reno
extension was a boon for the the state’s economy.

“Today’s news that the extension of I-11 was included in the
final highway bill is a major win for our state,” Heller
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said. “Connecting Phoenix, Las Vegas, and Northern Nevada will
spur long-term economic development, create jobs, and bolster
international trade.”

But the bill still falls far short of the $400 billion over
six years that Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx has said
is necessary to keep traffic congestion from worsening, and it
puts off the difficult decision of how to pay for
transportation programs in a way that’s sustainable for the
long term. The federal 18.4 cents a gallon gas tax, the main
source of Highway Trust Fund revenues, hasn’t been increased
since 1993 and no longer is enough to cover annual spending on
transportation programs.

Court strikes down
criminalization of growing
pot

By Elizabeth Warmerdam, Courthouse News Service

FRESNO — Citing state protections for marijuana cultivation, a
California appeals court struck down Fresno County’s
criminalization of marijuana growing.

Adopted in 2014 and amended this year, Fresno’s law prohibits
the cultivation of medical marijuana and marijuana
dispensaries in all zoning districts, and classifies
violations of the ordinance as both public nuisances and
misdemeanors.

The ordinance also limits the use of medical marijuana to
qualified medical patients at their homes.
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Though the Superior Court found that Fresno’s law did not
conflict with the Compassionate Use Act and the Medical
Marijuana Program, a three-judge panel of the Fifth Appellate
District found Tuesday that the defendant has a narrow cause
of action challenging the validity of Fresno’s classification
of marijuana cultivation as a misdemeanor.

Read the whole story

El Nino not a big deal,
according to Lake Tahoe area
public works and utility
employees

January is usually when the brunt of an El Nino strikes
Lake Tahoe. Photos/LTN file
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By Susan Wood

Despite the weather phenomenon known as the Christ child that
is expected to pack a devilish punch to the West this winter,
most Lake Tahoe-area government agencies are conducting
business as usual in terms of preparing for it.

Public works departments from one end of the lake to the other
beef up resources for winter snow and wind compared with other
seasons, but this winter could bring what climatologists and
other scientists refer to as a Godzilla El Niho. The weather
phenomenon 1is characterized as a warming of the eastern
Pacific and delivers wet storms to the California coast
starting near Christmas. It often means more snow to the
Sierra Nevada, but may translate to rain given the warmer air
temperatures to match the ocean mercury. The large El Nifos in
1982-83 and 1997-98 brought flooding (including at the Reno
Tahoe International Airport), landslides and huge snow loads
for residents, motorists and utility companies to deal with.

With that, Tahoe residents may hope the public agencies and
utility companies are as confident about handling El Nifo-
driven storms as the weather forecasters and climatologists
are about it bringing major weather events.
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Caltrans crews in December
2010 work on a flooding
issue along Highway 89.
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Latitude wise, Lake Tahoe remains at the cusp of wet versus
dry, as is the case with all El Nifos years. What might be
different in what we’re seeing in recent years are the overall
effects of climate change — which has shown to bring extreme
weather events. The other unknown may revolve around
California coming off an unprecedented four-year drought. Dry
ground and heavy, sudden rainfall could turn into flooding 1in
some areas.

With that, sand bags will be available for residents at
stations on Rufus Allen Boulevard and Ruby Way through the
city of South Lake Tahoe — the one government agency with some
winter prep measures that are substantive this year compared
to others.

Much of what the city’s Public Works Department is doing for
the possibility of heavy snow or other precipitation comes in
either a warning or behind the scenes efforts.

“What we want people to know is we can’'t clear all streets
immediately, but we’ll certainly try. If a big storm from El
Nifio produces the mother of a storm, chances are we’'re not
going to get to residential areas as fast,” Assistant Public
Works Director Jim Marino told Lake Tahoe News. “We might go
through and do a single pass.”

During these times, the city will focus on the major
thoroughfares such as Al Tahoe Boulevard, Pioneer Trail and
Tenth Street in its eight zones. It has a dozen graders at its
disposal, placing four in storage because the harsh winter
takes its toll on the machines.

“We’re really not doing anything out of the ordinary. I don’t
project any changes (to what the city 1is doing) —just
education,” Marino said.

He has a point. What's new is the city is launching a web
portal in which residents may report a public works-related
issue in their neighborhood. For example, citizens may report



online water drainage or snow removal issues at the foot of
their driveways. An investigator will respond to the service
request. From that, a work order is developed and tracked
through email so the homeowner or stakeholder may see the
progress of fixing the issue.

-------
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Some South Lake Tahoe streets
have drainage issues every
winter.

The other new measure for city snow removal involves fun and
access — as 1in clearing the bike paths along Highway 50 and Al
Tahoe Boulevard.

Fun and frolic aside, it’'’s still “business as wusual” in
preparing for winter for El Dorado County, according to
Community Development Deputy Director Don Spear. The county’s
snow removal equipment is ready and “on line for any storm
that comes our way,” he added. Backhoes and culvert cleaning
machines are also at the county’s disposal.

“We have hired extra help for snow removal in the Tahoe basin
as we always do every year,” Spear said.

Douglas County maintains there’'s limited responsibility for
its public works-community development teams in the Tahoe
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basin. Private contractors plow county-maintained roads.

“While we have no set policies for these roads, snow plowing
is provided as needed in response to weather and road
conditions. The general rule is that the roads are plowed when
2 inches of snow are accumulated,” said Carl Ruschmeyer, who
manages the road system in the Nevada county.

Placer County will bolster its roads with sand and salt, but
nothing out of the ordinary.

“It’s not so different than what we’ve done in years past,”
said Kevin Tabor, who manages the public works for the county
along Tahoe's West Shore. “(This is) because every winter has
the possibility of being a bad winter.”

The states managing the roads relative to Lake Tahoe have put
out their regular winter driving messages with a few added
measures.

Like every year, the Nevada Department of Transportation
started its winter preparations in August by readying more
than 80 snowplows and other pieces of snow and ice equipment.
More than 32,000 cubic yards of salt and sand have been
stockpiled in the area.

The sand is combined with salt and wetted with brine (a water-
salt solution) to create more dense sand that “helps reduce
how quickly the ice forms and sticks to the road,” NDOT
Assistant District Engineer for Maintenance Mike Fuess
explained.

And although Caltrans officials admit El Nifo “predictions do
come to fruition,” the local district claims it “will be ready
for any rain, sleet or snow coming our way.”

As usual for pre-winter prep, trucks have been converted to
sanders and snowplows, loaders, graders, rotary blowers and
tow trucks are at the district’s disposal. Drainage and



culverts have been cleared and inspected. Sand, salt and brine
have been stocked up. This year, more than 100 independent
contract chain installers are signed up, and Caltrans seasonal
workers have been hired.

“Our maintenance forces will be ready for any weather
conditions this winter,” Andrew Brandt, deputy director of
maintenance and traffic operations for the district, told Lake
Tahoe News. “Our winter operation plans are in place to
address everything from flooding on our valley highways to
heavy snow on the Sierra roadways.”

Caltrans has also been busy replacing and installing new snow
stakes along mountain highways, cleaning culverts and drainage
ditches and trimming trees.

The latter represents a major concern every winter for utility
companies like Liberty Energy, which services the California
side of Lake Tahoe with electrical power.

“We’ve spent millions over the last four years trimming. We
can’'t eliminate all trees, but we’ve done what we can do,”
spokesman Randy Kelly said. “We don’'t know what this winter
will bring. There’s been a lot of talk.”

There’s no beefing up of staff this year, but Liberty Energy
is part of a mutual assistance network with other energy
providers that share resources if one particular area is hard
hit. Last year, wind storms created havoc in December and
February.

“Wind is our biggest problem, but snow can be,” Kelly added.
He used an example in which motorists have the potential of
sliding into power poles.
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Wet storms often
cause trees to fall

onto structures or
across power lines.

Nevada Energy representatives have indicated the utility
company servicing the electrical needs across the border that
it plans to do nothing out of the ordinary compared to other
winters.

“We’re always looking at the weather,” spokeswoman Katie
Nannini said. “A big storm can happen no matter what the
predictions are.”

And even if many agencies are conducting business as usual in
reaction to extraordinary predictions about this winter,
residents might not be judging from the reaction of some
roofing companies on the South Shore.

Three local roofing companies’ answering machines were jammed
with messages declaring they’re not accepting any more jobs
because they’re too booked up.

“We’ve seen an uptick in business due to the forecast of El
Nino,” Chris Marchesseault of AAA Roofing told Lake Tahoe
News.
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A few Sierra Nevada organizations have some concerns about
what happens at the ground level.

The League to Save Lake Tahoe shared its most notable concern
— lake clarity.

“A stormier winter would mean more stormwater runoff pouring
through storm drains and into the lake. So if we get more
storms, we’ll be spending extra time working with Tlocal
jurisdictions and our volunteer pipe keepers to figure out
which pipes are bringing the most pollution into the lake,”
League Natural Resources Manager Zack Bradford told Lake Tahoe
News.

The League manages a tour de force of volunteers who monitor
water and debris buildup at drains and pipes. At a recent
honorary volunteer dinner, the League hinted to its people to
be at a heightened state of alert this year if ELl Niho
materializes like some of the forecasts.

Stormwater managers in particular have more concern than
perhaps most agency representatives because it encompasses
their jobs.

Russ Wigart, who heads El Dorado County’s stormwater program,
has recently expressed concern about a 100-year storm meaning
100-year runoff.

Ditto from Placer County’s water runoff specialist Andy Fecko,
who recently deemed El Nifio and heavy precipitation as
“disastrous” in the Sacramento Bee in respect to West Slope
concerns.

And for the feds, their main concern on the West Slope of El
Dorado County is the King Fire burn area. O0f the 90,000 acres
engulfed, the U.S. Forest Service owns two-thirds. That span
has Eldorado National Forest officials concerned of safety
issues if heavy rainfall causes mudslides.



“The first year after the fire we expanded our capacity of
handling erosion and channeling debris under the road,” Forest
Service spokeswoman Jennifer Chapman said. She added the heli
mulching as another measure on the steep slopes of where the
fire burned in particular in the Brush Creek Reservoir and
along 11 Pines Road.

“The main message to the public is anybody driving through the
King Fire area should be particularly aware if it’'s raining,”
she said.

And with the early winter starting, the Forest Service has
noted that avalanches have already occurred in the Carson Pass
area because of the sporadic snow-rain combination as the
Sierra Avalanche Center has reported.

“These things make the snow unstable,” Chapman said.

Why U.S. cops kill more than
European counterparts

By Paul Hirschfield, Rutgers University

Chicago police officer Jason Van Dyke was charged with first
degree murder November 24 in the death of Laquan McDonald. A
video released by police shows Van Dyke shooting the teenager
16 times.

Van Dyke is an extreme example of a pattern of unnecessary
deadly force used by US police. American police kill a few
people each day, making them far more deadly than police in
Europe.

Historic rates of fatal police shootings in Europe suggest
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that American police in 2014 were 18 times more lethal than
Danish police and 100 times more lethal than Finnish police,
plus they killed significantly more frequently than police in
France, Sweden and other European countries.

Read the whole story

Retirees sue S. Lake Tahoe
over health benefits

By Kathryn Reed

Retirees from the city of South Lake Tahoe are suing their
former employer over the changes to the health benefits that
took effect the first of this year.

“What the city has done essentially is thrown the retirees
under the bus. They don’t have the power to negotiate now that
they are retired,” Joe Rose, attorney with Rose Law in
Sacramento, told Lake Tahoe News. “These were loyal public
servants. They should be able to sit down with the city
leadership and have a meaningful dialog. If we can’'t resolve
our disagreements, we will do our best to resolve the retiree
benefits in court.”

The city in July rejected the initial claim filed by the firm
on behalf of the nearly 160 retirees who are part of the city
of South Lake Tahoe Retirees Association. The lawsuit was
filed Dec. 1 in U.S. District Court in Sacramento. The suit
was filed now because the statute of limitations to do so is
Dec. 31.

City Attorney Tom Watson did not return a phone call.
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City Manager Nancy Kerry on Thursday said she was unaware of
the lawsuit.

“First I’'ve heard of it,” Kerry told Lake Tahoe News when
called Dec. 3. “I have not received a filing or been served or
anything.”

It was Kerry'’s idea, and one the council unanimously approved
a year ago, to revamp the health care plan for current and
retired workers. By changing the health care plan, eliminating
retiree health benefits for employees not yet retired, and
modifying coverage the city estimated a cost savings of $1.5
million a year for three years beginning with last fiscal
year.

Retirees don’t have a separate contract with the city once
they retire. They are subjected to whatever the current
employees agree to.

The retirees’ attorney contends the agreements entered into
when they were working provided a certain level of health
care, and that they are legally binding and enforceable. He
believes what the city did was illegal, and is seeking to have
the prior benefits package restored. Retirees are also seeking
to be reimbursed for any health care expenses incurred since
the change took place that would have been covered by the
previous plan, and they want the city to pay their attorneys’
fees.

The changes adopted last fall created what is called Plan A.
That is a basic health plan that has a $5,500 deductible. The
city picks up the cost for singles, couples and families.
Vision and dental are no longer offered. If people want a
better plan, they may pay the difference for it.

South Lake Tahoe is the only public entity in the Lake Tahoe
Basin that offers any retirees medical coverage.



Caltrans issues traffic alert
for Hwy. 50, I-80

Donner and Echo summits are experiencing heavy, slick snow
conditions tonight. Chain controls are in place from Drum
Forebay to Truckee on Interstate 80 and from Twin Bridges to
Meyers on Highway 50.

On Interstate 80 westbound trucks are being stopped at
Overland Trail east of Truckee to screen for possession of
maximum chains. Trucks without chains are being turned around.
Permit loads are prohibited over the summit at this time.

Caltrans is advising motorists to expect major travel delays
Thursday night for chain installation as well as to allow
Caltrans crews working to clear and sand the road. Numerous
minor collisions and off-roadway accidents have occurred.

The National Weather Service predicts up to 7 inches of snow
falling on Donner Summit and up to 9 inches on Echo Summit
through early Friday morning.

Current road conditions may be accessed by clicking on the
state icons on the home page of Lake Tahoe News.

2 accused of stealing package
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off doorstep

Brandon Graves Perreira Virginia Morris

'Tis the season for
people to steal packages left on doorsteps.

Two Central Valley residents are behind bars tonight on
charges of felony conspiracy to commit a crime, misdemeanor
theft, and violating probation.

South Lake Tahoe police officers said a neighbor saw a pickup
drive slowly down Tanglewood Avenue on the afternoon of Dec.
3. A woman got out of the truck and picked up a package on the
porch.

The neighbor called 911.
Police tracked the vehicle down at the Y.

Arrested were Brandon Graves Perreira, 24, and Virginia
Morris, 26, both of Gustine. Both individuals are on felony
probation for a host of drug and theft charges out of
Stanislaus County.

Officers said they discovered the stolen property that had
been ordered for delivery to the victim’s home.

“Theft of delivered packages is a type of criminal activity
which can occur any time of year, but tends to increase during
the holiday season,” officers said in press release.

— Lake Tahoe News staff report
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Vail Resorts to spend $30M on
worker housing

By Jason Blevins, Denver Post

Vail Resorts on Wednesday promised $30 million toward employee
housing projects in the California, Colorado and Utah mountain
communities where its ski areas are powerful economic drivers.
The money is intended for partnerships in towns such South
Lake Tahoe and Truckee; Breckenridge, Vail and Avon in
Colorado; and Utah’s Park City.

“We are here with money and we want to partner and collaborate
with these communities to get projects off the ground,” Vail
Resorts CEO Rob Katz said. “We need to combine our money with
others — towns, counties, other businesses. That’s the only
way to get enough housing built. The need is real.”

Resorts are pursuing out-of-the-box plans — such as temporary
trailers and tiny-home communities for workers — to help
locals who are struggling to find a home for the season.

Vail has pledged its own land, cash and long-term lease
guarantees that could help municipal projects securing
financing as the spark to get projects rolling.

Vail Resorts owns and manages about 3,200 beds around its
Vail, Beaver C(Creek, Breckenridge, Keystone, Heavenly,
Northstar, Kirkwood and Park City resorts. The company has
added 650 beds over the past three years, but that hasn’t been
enough to meet the demand.

Read the whole story
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