Number of insured swell 1in
California

By Victoria Colliver, San Francisco Chronicle

More than 70 percent of California residents who were
uninsured before the Affordable Care Act went into effect now
have coverage, even though some worries about costs and access
to medical care persist, according to a study released
Thursday.

The study, the fourth in a series of surveys of Californians
who did not have health insurance in 2013, found that 72
percent have since obtained coverage, either through their
employer, the state exchange created by the federal health law
or through Medi-Cal, the state’s Medicaid program for the
poor. This number 1is slightly higher than the 68 percent
reported last year, a gain that represents hundreds of
thousands of newly insured Californians. The state had the
largest number of uninsured in the country, with about 6
million residents lacking coverage in 2013.

The Kaiser Family Foundation, a nonprofit health policy
research organization in Menlo Park, has been following more
than 1,000 Californians who lacked health insurance 1in
September 2013, before the exchange and the major reforms in
the health care act went into effect, through the past three
open enrollment periods, the latest of which ended Jan. 31.

Read the whole story
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Neva Roberts, former SLT
council member, dies

Neva Roberts, who served on the South Lake Tahoe City Council
from 1982-90, died Aug. 26.

The 79-year-old was most recently living in Reno. She had
health issues for several years.

Neva Roberts

Ms. Robert’s two terms on the council were significant because
this is when redevelopment was just beginning. Her tenure was
during the time the project at Ski Run Boulevard that is now
Lake Tahoe Vacation Resort and the one near the state line
that today is Lake Tahoe Resort Hotel were approved.

She became mayor in 1989, following Terry Trupp who was
arrested on federal drug charges in what was known as
Operation Deep Snow.

The Los Angeles Times on Sept. 10, 1989, wrote, “South Lake
Tahoe Mayor Neva Roberts is proposing that all of her city’s
employees be required to submit to drug testing. ‘It (the
community) may never be 100 percent (drug free), but the best
place to start is by example,’ she said.”

Ms. Roberts had been a resident of the city before it was one,
having been in town since the 1950s. There was a time when she
worked for the post office.
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One of her lasting legacies is having initiated a competition
for artists to design a city flag. To this day it is the one
that flies at city offices. In her honor they are now at half-
staff.

Ms. Roberts was an accomplished artist, but didn’t enter the
flag contest.

Del Laine, a friend and council colleague of Roberts’, wrote
the following for Lake Tahoe News during the city’s 50th
anniversary series, “Neva Roberts initiated the competition
that gave us the city flag, but what she more reveres are the
people who came to her when they felt unheard by others. Her
strong advocacy gave a handicapped woman a variance from CTRPA
strictures and put a stop sign in Al Tahoe to provide a sense
of safety for a neighborhood.”

— Lake Tahoe News staff report

Dugard loses federal parole
case
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Jaycee Lee Dugard was held captive in
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a backyard in Antioch for 18 years.
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By Maura Dolan, Los Angeles Times

A federal appeals court decided by a 2-1 vote Friday that
Jaycee Lee Dugard, who was kidnapped as a child from a bus
stop in Meyers and held by a parolee for 18 years, cannot hold
federal parole officials liable for failing to supervise her
abductor.

“Phillip Garrido, a parolee with a terrible history of drug-
fueled sexual violence, committed unspeakable crimes against
Jaycee Dugard for 18 years,” U.S. 9th Circuit Court of Appeals
Judge John B. Owens wrote. “State and federal authorities
missed many opportunities to stop these tragic events.”

Dugard received a $20 million settlement from California and
sued the federal government for similar compensation.

Read the whole story

Trump raises $70,000 in Lake
Tahoe
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Donald Trump arrives in Lake Tahoe
Aug. 26 for a fundraiser at Harrah'’s
Lake Tahoe. Photo Copyright 2016
Carolyn E. Wright

By Ben Botkin, Las Vegas Review-Journal

STATELINE — Donald Trump headlined a fundraiser for the Nevada
Republican Party on Friday, making an appearance without a
teleprompter and taking questions from the audience.

About 840 people attended the $200 a plate event at Harrah’s
Lake Tahoe to hear the GOP nominee for president. Trump’s
presence was the result of a conversation that started last
year with Nevada GOP chairman Michael McDonald.

Trump touched down on some key themes of his campaign,
including better trade deals to boost the economy, rebuilding
the military and criticizing the Affordable Care Act.

The event netted more than $70,000 after expenses, a party
official said.

Read the whole story



http://www.reviewjournal.com/politics/election-2016/trump-speaks-without-teleprompter-fundraising-dinner-stateline

EDC man pleads guilt to tax
evasion

An El Dorado County businessman this week admitted he cheated
on taxes.

Briant Benson did not file income tax returns for 2004, 2005
and 2006, despite having incomes of $870,000 $838,000 and
$206,000, respectively.

The 59-year-old from El Dorado Hills was the president and CEO
of multiple medical device companies.

According to court documents, Benson also used corporate funds
to support his lavish lifestyle such as multimillion dollar
homes, jewelry and furniture, and for lavish travel
accommodations such as luxury hotels, private jets, and
limousines. Benson also used corporate funds to pay over half
a million dollars in gambling debt.

Benson is scheduled to be sentenced Dec. 2. He faces a
maximum sentence of five years in prison and a $100,000 fine.

— Lake Tahoe News staff report

Rabies warning in El Dorado
County

Nine wild animals have tested positive for rabies in El Dorado
County this year.

The rabid animals include one fox, one bat and seven skunks.
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While none have been located in the Tahoe basin, that isn’t
always the case.

This year the rabid animals have been in Placerville, Pollock
Pine, Diamond Springs, Somerset and El Dorado Hills.

Animal Services 1s warning domestic pet owners that
unvaccinated pets are at risk, especially those that are
exposed to areas beyond their back yard.

“We find rabid wild animals every year in El Dorado County, so
the need for vigilance is important,” Henry Brzezinski, chief
of Animal Services, said in a statement.

Rabies is a virus spread through the bite and saliva of an
infected animal and is usually fatal to pets and humans if not
treated shortly after exposure.

— Lake Tahoe News staff report

Trump brings out Tahoe
supporters, protesters
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Donald Trump, in rear, is whisked from Lake Tahoe Airport on

Aug. 26 to Stateline. Photo Copyright 2016 Carolyn E. Wright

By Kathryn Reed

Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump spent the
better part of Friday in Nevada, with Tahoe being part of his
itinerary.

He landed at Lake Tahoe Airport at 6:50pm after being in Las
Vegas. This was nearly an hour after a private fundraiser
started in his honor at Harrah's Lake Tahoe. His trek from the
airport to the casino was the extent of his time 1in
California.
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Pat Engels of South Lake Tahoe holds a Trump-Pence sign. Photo
Copyright 2016 Carolyn E. Wright

The media was not allowed in the fundraiser that cost $200 per
person, with priority tables going for $2,500 and VIP tables
costing $5,000. ALl of the proceeds go to the Nevada
Republican Party, and not into his campaign coffers.

More people were outside of Harrah’s on Aug. 26 with signs
protesting Trump than were at the airport welcoming his
arrival.
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Donald Trump lands Aug. 26 in South Lake Tahoe on a plane
owned by friend and financial backer Phil Ruffin. Photo
Copyright 2016 Carolyn E. Wright

Signs read “Anyone but Trump”, “Trump: Divider in chief,” and
“This town couldn’t function without immigrant labor.”

But it is Trump’'s immigration policies that brought Bob and
Pat Engels of South Lake Tahoe to the airport to see their
candidate.

“We are so excited to be able to vote for Trump,” Pat Engels
told Lake Tahoe News. The couple is eager to vote for him in
November because they believe he’ll stop illegal immigration,
make America great and uphold the First, Second and Fourth
amendments.



OQutside of Harrah's Lake Tahoe, where Donald Trump was to
attend a fund-raising event Aug. 26, protesters made their
opinions known. Photo Copyright 2016 Carolyn E. Wright

A couple tables down a woman brought her two young daughters
to the deck at the airport restaurant.

“He’'s going to build a wall,” the Caucasian woman, who didn’t
want to identify herself, said. That is why she likes Trump.

Trump flew in on Phil Ruffin’s private plane, a Bombardier
420. Eight years ago Trump was the best man for the Las Vegas
businessman. The two are also business partners. And Ruffin
spoke at the Republican National Convention this summer.

While Trump deplaned far from the main airport building
because Secret Service and local law enforcement were worried
about safety, his entourage swung by the terminal so he could
wave to the dozen plus people on the balcony.

This is not Trump’s first visit to Tahoe. He has played in the
American Century Championship celebrity golf tournament. The



first year was 2004 when he placed 56. He also played the
following two years.

California’s rich-poor gap
keeps growing
By Matt Levin, CalMatters

Where in California has the gap between rich and poor grown
most since the Great Recession?

The Bay Area, home of your Zuckerbergs and Steyers and some of
the most expensive ZIP codes in the country, seems like a
logical answer. Over the past decade, what other part of
California has minted as many members of the “1 percent” as
Silicon Valley?

But according to research from the nonpartisan Public Policy
Institute of California, income inequality in the Bay Area has
worsened only marginally, at least when compared to other
parts of the state. In 2007, Bay Area households at the top 10
percent of incomes made about 10.6 times what Bay Area
households at the bottom 10 percent of incomes brought home.
By 2014, they made about 11.6 times as much.

While that 10 percent increase in the income gap 1is notable,
it pales in comparison to almost every other region in the
state. The “90/10” ratio grew by over 30 percent in the
greater Sacramento region and in the more rural counties north
of the Bay Area. The Inland Empire, still reeling from its
foreclosure crisis, saw the biggest jump in income inequality
in the state at more than 40 percent.
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Income inequality within California may not look like what you
would expect. Regions such as Orange County and the Bay Area,
despite their notable concentrations of wealth, are some of
the more equal in the state. By far the most unequal
California region is the Central Valley, where high-income
households make 14 times as much as poor households.

So what gives? Are the tech barons of San Francisco relocating
to Fresno and commuting via private jet?

“The recovery has happened faster in the Bay Area—that’s a big
part of it,” says Sarah Bohn, a research fellow at PPIC and
co-author on the study. “Incomes fell across the board during
the recession, and the fastest to recover typically see better
results.”

There are other important lessons to draw from how income
inequality varies throughout the state, and how the pattern
has changed since the Great Recession. Part of the reason why
regions such as the Bay Area and Orange County stack up
favorably is because recent changes in income inequality have
more to do with the deteriorating incomes of the poor than the
growing fortunes of the rich.

Those at the bottom 10 percent of incomes in the Inland
Empire, for example, saw their income drop by 35 percent since
2007. That'’s mostly why the region, which includes Riverside
and San Bernardino counties, suffered a 40 percent widening of
the gap between rich and poor. In contrast, equivalent low-
income residents of the Bay Area saw incomes fall just 9
percent, which helps explain why income inequality increased
only marginally there.

Those California regions with the biggest chasm between rich
and poor typically have some of the poorest populations in the
state. In the Central Valley for example, households in the
bottom 10 percent of the income distribution made less than



$10,000 per year (adjusted for a family of four). Their
equivalents in the Bay Area made more than double that.

“When you’re talking incomes that low, you’re likely talking
about people who work in agriculture and who really have
highly variables incomes because they’re not at a traditional
job,” says Ann Stevens, director of the UC Davis Center for
Poverty Research. “0Or they may be doing temporary work or
field work or running a small agricultural business.”

It’s important to note that the PPIC study does not control
for the fact that low-income families may be relocating to
more affordable areas of California—-or leaving the state
altogether. Such a migration could lower inequality ratios in
more expensive parts of the state such as the Bay Area and
Orange County, where housing and other costs have risen
rapidly.

But across California income inequality has gotten worse since
2007. And 1it'’s not the rich getting richer per se-it'’s the
already very poor getting even poorer. Incomes at the bottom
10 percent of Californians have dropped by 26 percent since
2007. Since 2007, the rich haven’t actually got that much
richer—or at least those at the top 10 percent are not
racking up more income. In fact, incomes at the top 10 percent
have also dropped over the same time period, but by a much
smaller amount.

“If incomes fell across the board at the same rate, then
income inequality wouldn’t change that much,” says Bohn. “But
because top incomes recover quicker and lower incomes don’t,
that’s where the growth in inequality is coming from.”

How exactly you measure income inequality matters a great
deal, both in terms of presenting the size of the income gap
itself and devising the policy prescriptions to fix
it—assuming you think it should be fixed in the first place.

Focusing on very rich households will yield different results



than focusing on even slightly less rich households. Research
from the Brookings Institute that compares higher-income
households (those at the top 5 percent) to those at the
bottom 20 percent makes the Bay Area appear much more unequal,
with the greater San Francisco metro area the third most
unequal region in the country.

But looking at other portions of the income distribution can
be even more illuminating. The PPIC researchers also compared
the median income of each region to the bottom 10 percent,
which can roughly be interpreted as how far very low-income
households must climb up the income ladder to reach middle-
class status. They also looked at the “80/20” ratio, which
captures less of the extremes of rich and poor and examines a
broader swath of upper and lower-class families.

The different measures tell a broader story about which
households on the income spectrum are faring well and which
aren’t. By the 80/20 measure, Los Angeles County is the third
most unequal region in the state. But the county does much
better by the 50/10 measure, where the gap between the poor
and middle class is the second lowest in California.

Any measure of income inequality also comes with a couple of
important-yet often overlooked-caveats. First, by definition
it counts only income and thus doesn’t account for
investments, savings or other forms personal wealth. Second,
it look only at pre-tax earnings or cash income, and doesn’t
include the income-leveling effect of taxes on richer
households, nor safety-net supports for low-income households
such as food stamps and the Earned Income Tax Credit.

When counting only work and retirement income, a California
household at the top 10 percent of income appears to make 17
times as much as a household at the bottom 10 percent. But
factor in both taxes and safety-net supports, and that
disparity shrinks by almost half-with the top tier collecting
eight times the income of the bottom tier. (The shrinkage of



the gap is due more to the buttressing of incomes for the very
poor than to the income-reducing effects of taxes on the
rich.)

That’s good news for those who believe income inequality is a
problem worthy of government action. Driven by powerful
macroeconomic forces such as globalization and technological
change, income inequality is often framed as an intractable
economic problem beyond the scope of simple policy solutions.

But the research indicates that policies such as the Earned
Income Tax Credit—which proves a sizable income boost to many
low-income working families in the form of an annual
refundable tax credit-could do a great deal to reduce
inequality in California.

“Policy to reduce income inequality is hard when you’re just
looking at labor market earnings,” says Bohn. “But in reality,
what families 1live on-there’s a lot more than just labor
market earnings. We have targeted programs that are aimed at
low-income families, and those are the places where policy can
make a difference.”

What happens 1if a major quake
hits Tahoe?

By Alexa Renee, KXTV

If a major earthquake affected the region, would you be
prepared?

Most people wouldn’t be ready, according to Graham Kent, who
is the director of the Nevada Seismological Laboratory- as
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well as a professor in the Department of Geological Sciences
and Engineering at UNR.

At least 120 people were killed and dozens are missing or
feared dead Wednesday after a magnitude 6.2 earthquake struck
several towns in central Italy, according to Italy’'s civil
protection agency. The mayor of one the hardest-hit town,
Amatrice, told RAI-TV that he had trouble communicating with
emergency responders and couldn’t reach the hospitals.

Could a similar scenario happen in our area?

Kent maps earthquake faults under Lake Tahoe. The actual fault
beneath the lake is a lot bigger than the fault that led to
the recent Italy earthquake, Kent said.

“Lake Tahoe has been formed by 500 to 1,000 earthquakes over a
few million years,” Kent stated. “With every earthquake, the
lake gets deeper every time.”

Read the whole story

Thousands 1n Calif. start
school without vaccinations

By Jill Tucker, San Francisco Chronicle

While a new state law requires children to be vaccinated to
attend public or private school, thousands of California
students are filing into classrooms this month without the
required immunizations.

In fact, it will be years before the law that Gov. Jerry Brown
signed last year, in the aftermath of a measles outbreak that
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was traced to Disneyland, fully takes effect and forces all
kids — save those with strict medical exemptions — to have all
their shots.

What's changed is that parents can no longer opt out of
vaccinations by claiming a religious or personal-belief
exemption. However, parents need to provide immunization
records at only two points of their child’s school career — at
the outset of kindergarten and seventh grade.

Read the whole story
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