Harrison Ave. work delayed
until 2014

By Kathryn Reed

The much talked about multimillion-dollar streetscape
improvement to Harrison Avenue 1is not going to happen. At
least not this year.

It was decided by South Lake Tahoe officials and property
owners to push back the project to 2014 so everything can be
completed in one year.

The thinking is that it would be better for businesses — and
patrons — not to endure two construction seasons. This section
of town has had work done to it for the last several years
between Caltrans projects and Lakeview Commons.

South Tahoe's Harrison
Avenue won’'t be overhauled
this year. Photo/LTN

With the consultant’s delay in completing the paperwork to get
the federal money, the project could not start May 1 when the
building season opens in the Lake Tahoe Basin. That meant
starting later in the summer and finishing next year or
holding off a year. Wait a year 1is what business owners opted
for when they met with city staff March 28.
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Coleen Shade, the consultant with R.0. Anderson, did not
return a phone call.

The congestion mitigation air quality dollars are $510,000 of
the total $3.2 million project. But the project cannot be bid
until they are released.

The bulk of the remainder of the money comes from city issuing
a bond, some U.S. Forest Service money for water quality, and
property owners creating an assessment district. The latter
also ensures this frontage street to Highway 50 and the side
streets also meet the erosion control requirements of the
Tahoe Regional Planning Agency.

Essentially a district stormwater collection system will be
created instead of each property owner individually dealing
with the runoff.

The project will be bid in August or September, with the City
Council expected to award the contract in November.

The plans are set and the TRPA permit is in hand. The city 1is
still awaiting some documents from R.0. Anderson.

Rehabbing this area of town next to Lakeview Commons has been
talked about since 1995. The scope of work goes from San Jose
Avenue to Los Angeles Avenue, and then down the side streets.

AT&T needs to move phone banks and Southwest Gas has to lower
gas mains. That could still occur this year.

Some of the streets in the area are going to be one-way and in
some cases one lane, diagonal parking will increase the number
of spots, paving stones will be used for the sidewalks,
crosswalks will be colored concrete, a multi-use Class 1 bike
path will go along Riverside Avenue, light standards similar
to Ski Run will be erected, and a gateway sign near the boat
ramp will be installed.

The vacant lot across from Sno-Flake Drive-In is now owned by



the city. In this project it will be paved over for parking.
Lights will also be installed.

Graffiti closes parts of
Joshua Tree

By National Parks Traveler

A recent spate of vandalism has prompted Joshua Tree National
Park officials to close the Rattlesnake Canyon area to the
public for the near term.

Since January, individuals have defaced the day use and canyon
area of Rattlesnake Canyon with graffiti. While this started
as a few markings, the use of social media has appeared to
spark numerous individuals’ interest in adding to the
vandalism of this scenic canyon.
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Vandals have forced parts of
Joshua Tree to close.
Photo/National Parks
Traveler

The continued malicious desecration of the national park has
now impacted archeological sites, according to park officials.
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Limits to fiscal and personnel resources restrict the
immediate remediation of the area. Therefore, to prevent
continued damage to scenic, natural, and cultural resources,
the entire day use area of Rattlesnake Canyon from the day use
closure gate to the top of the canyon is closed to public
entry.

The closure is in effect through midnight April 30 to allow
evaluation and restoration of the site. This closure will be
reevaluated after April 30.

Last fall there was another episode of vandalism in the park,
in an area of Queen Mountain known as “the Underground Chasm.”
At the time, park officials discovered approach steps gouged
into the rock, some climbing routes appeared to have been
“enhanced and overly bolted,” and there were “hundreds of
illegally placed bolts, fixed rope, burnt Joshua trees, (and)
stashed camping and climbing gear,” an Access Fund release
noted at the time.

While park officials could have moved to close the area to
climbers, instead they reached out to the Access Fund and
Friends of Joshua Tree to help right things at the Underground
Chasm. The outcome was that officials decided to 1) Use the
incident to educate climbers about proper wilderness ethics;
2) Evaluate the illegally established routes under the park’s
permit application protocol; and, 3) Only remove those routes
that would not have been granted a permit.

Joshua Tree National Park reminds visitors that they
appreciate your assistance in watching for and reporting acts
of vandalism or suspicious activity to the nearest park
personnel.



Dugard’s mom retells
nightmare to teach others

By Jessica Heffner, Springfield News-Sun

SPRINGFIELD, Ohio — A million things run through Terry
Probyn’s mind when she thinks about her daughter’s kidnapping.

She wished she would have kissed her daughter goodbye that
day. She wishes the police would have made the connection
between Jaycee Dugard’s disappearance and a similar case in
South Lake Tahoe.

But mostly she wishes it didn’t take 18 years for her daughter
to finally come home.

Jacyee Lee
Dugard and her
mom, Terry
Probyn

“She suffered and I suffered right along with her, and for 18
hellish years, I begged and I pleaded, I cried, I ranted, I
raved,” Probyn said. “But the most important thing I did in
all of this was I kept Jaycee in my heart.”

Jaycee Lee Dugard was abducted in 1991 at the age of 11 while
waiting for the school bus. She was held by Phillip and Nancy
Garrido in a makeshift shed in their Antioch backyard, where
she gave birth to two children conceived by rape.
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Probyn shared her experience with a group of about 160 law
enforcement and child advocacy officials Monday as part of a
workshop for National Child Abuse Awareness and Prevention
Month. The event was sponsored by the Clark County Child
Advocacy Center at the Hollenbeck Bayley Creative Arts and
Conference Center.

During Dugard’s captivity, Garrido’'s home was visited by
parole officers, and neighbors called the sheriff’s office to
report children were camping in the backyard. But it wasn’t
until the University of California, Berkeley, did a background
check on Garrido and the campus special events coordinator
reported her suspicions to his parole officer that Dugard was
discovered. Many times, Probyn said, her daughter could have
been found.

“We all have to ask ourselves, does this make sense? Does this
feel right? What am I missing here,” she said.

Probyn spoke through tears during much of her presentation.
It's her heartfelt message that CAC Director Wendy Holt said
she hopes will stick with people.

“There may be just small indicators as Terry pointed out that
give you what you need in a case,” she said. “If (we) see
something, call children services, call law enforcement and
let them be the ones to decide.”

The event is one of several the CAC is putting on this month.

On Friday, everyone is asked to wear blue to raise awareness
about all forms of child abuse and its prevention.



Expect delays on Tahoe roads
starting now

Publisher’s note: This is one of a few stories about
construction planned for the Lake Tahoe Basin this summer.

By Kathryn Reed

Work on Highway 89 between Tahoma and Tahoe City started
Tuesday. And it won’t be done until October 2016.

Caltrans will have many of the highways in the Lake Tahoe
Basin torn up this construction season in what are mostly
water quality projects. Besides putting in systems to keep
sediment from reaching Lake Tahoe other benefits for motorists
and cyclists are also part of the plans.

The work that started April 9 is Southwest Gas contractors
moving the natural gas lines before Caltrans comes in to do
its roadwork. The project started last year and came with a
ton of complaints. Much of that had to do with the delays
getting around the West Shore as well as the large metal
plates in the road. Though, delays and metal plates will be
seen this year, too.

Caltrans will be doing a
number of projects in the
Lake Tahoe Basin this
season. Photo/LTN file


https://www.laketahoenews.net/2013/04/expect-delays-on-tahoe-roads-starting-now/
https://www.laketahoenews.net/2013/04/expect-delays-on-tahoe-roads-starting-now/
https://www.laketahoenews.net/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/road-work.jpg

That contractor from Texas had not worked in the basin before
and is not coming back — at least on this project.

“We hope it goes smoother than last summer,” Steve Nelson with
Caltrans said.

The Southwest crews will be working from Pine Street in Tahoma
to Timberland Lane near Chambers Landing.

It's possible between the two Southwest contractors and the
Caltrans gang people could face three delays on this stretch
of road. Nelson said the delays should not be more than 20
minutes at any given stop. (This is for all of the Department
of Transportation’s Tahoe projects.) But if someone is stopped
at each section of this project, that could add an hour to the
trip.

“Each project has traffic-control specifications the
contractor has to follow, but in general it’s accurate to say
that night work will be conducted during the peak season from
July 1 through Labor Day, but there will be daytime work
during the non-peak months of May, June, September and
October. No weekend work starting Friday at 9am (peak) or
Friday at llam (non-peak) and no holiday work,” Nelson told
Lake Tahoe News.

Caltrans will be putting in nine sand vaults to collect and
filter stormwater runoff. They will start on the south end of
Highway 89 in May. By 2016, the work will culminate in Tahoe
City.

The road will be widened and repaved, curbs and gutters
installed, and some left turn lanes installed. This is a $34
million project that is federally funded.

Caltrans has a meeting set for April 18 with the West Shore
Business Association to address any lingering concerns.

Tahoe City Public Utility District in 2015 will be the project



leader for a multi-use trail adjacent to Highway 89 between
Trout Street and Cherry Street.

South Shore projects

Landscaping is the last thing that remains to be done for the
Trout Creek to Ski Run Boulevard project that tied up traffic
in South Lake Tahoe for the last two summers. An official
dedication of the project will be sometime this summer.

Caltrans will be back at work on Highway 50 from 1,200 feet
west of Ski Run to Wildwood Avenue. This $7 million project
will include widening the road to provide a 6-foot shoulder
for cyclists.

Curbs, gutters, sidewalks and stormwater treatment systems
will be installed.

Work should begin May 1 and is likely to be finished in one
building season.

Starting at Lake Tahoe Airport and going to the Y is a $12.4
million project that 1s expected to take two summers to
complete.

Where the road is two lanes it will be widened to provide 3-
to 4-foot shoulders for bikes. Curbs and gutters will be
added, along with storm filtration systems.

The section of highway that is four lanes will have sidewalks
installed. This is the commercial area.

Other projects

The $21 million Meyers project is not expected to start until
next year.

The same goes for the Y to Cascade Lakes work along Highway
89.

Work in Kings Beach on Highway 28 is a Placer County project,



with oversight by Caltrans. Utility crews are already working.

More info about Caltrans’ Tahoe projects may be found online.

SnowGlobe No. 3 in South Lake
Tahoe? — maybe

By Kathryn Reed
Hear that sound?

It used to be a loud bass that rattled nerves. Now it’s the
cha-ching of cash registers — in the literal sense of local
businesses and the figurative sense of city coffers and
college admissions.

The reason?

SnowGlobe.

SnowGlobe may return to
South Lake Tahoe for a third
year. Photo/LTN

Chad Donnelly wants to hear more of that cha-ching sound as
well. He is the promoter of the three-day music festival that
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has been staged at the community ball fields next to Lake
Tahoe Community College for the last two years.

His is a private business, so the actual amount of money the
South Lake Tahoe venue has put into his pocket is unknown. But
he wants more and he no longer wants to pay for the privilege
to bring his eclectic line-up of techno musicians-disc jockeys
to town during New Year'’s Eve weekend. Donnelly wants to be
paid $100,000. That’'s what he is making at his other venues.

For the past two years he has paid the city and Lake Tahoe
Community College to cover part of their expenses.

But now the North Shore wants part of what it sees as a
lucrative event. It’'’s a bit of a bidding war that once again
is pitting the North Shore against the South Shore.

Donnelly claims SnowGlobe brings $5 million to the South
Shore. He 1is preparing an economic study that should be
released April 18. The city, college and business community
will have something more to evaluate when it is released.

While it'’s not public information what the North Shore has
offered Donnelly, the presumption is $100,000 or less since
that is what he is asking from the South Shore. He also wants
a five-year contract.

The business community has expressed it is willing to pony up
the $100,000 as an investment. The theory being that you need
to spend money to make money. Plus, SnowGlobe gives people
something to do other than stand in the cold on New Year’'s Eve
at casinos where nothing happens and it attracts people who
might not have otherwise come to Tahoe.

At the Tuesday night LTCC board of education meeting it was
agreed that the college should work with the city to keep the
event in South Lake Tahoe. (Board member Fritz Wenck was
absent.)



South Lake Tahoe City Manager Nancy Kerry, City Councilwoman
Angela Swanson, Lake Tahoe Visitors Authority Executive
Director Carol Chaplin, and Lakeside Inn Casino’s Mike
Bradford all spoke April 9 in favor of 2013 being year three
of the music festival.

Chaplin spoke both as LTVA’s head honcho and as a mom of two
teenagers. She said how she let her boys attend the event and
would do so again.

The biggest hurdle is how to protect the ball field that was
built with Measure S money by taxpayers — an initiative that
is still being paid off by those on the California side of the
South Shore.

It is not definitively known how much life SnowGlobe is taking
off the field, but those involved recognize the field was
built for play, not music festivals. If those concerns can be
mitigated, the city is ready to go forward with SnowGlobe
2013.

Donnelly is also in talks with Vail Resorts to bring a summer
concert to Heavenly Mountain Resort.

Nevada unveils latest tourism
campaign

By Richard N. Velotta, Las Vegas Sun

Virginia “is for lovers.”

Kentucky has “unbridled spirit.”

And now, Nevada is “A World Within. A State Apart.”
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State tourism leaders today unveiled the state’s new slogan,
which has been almost two years in the making and cost close
to $9 million. Officials also debuted the first television
commercial to use the branding.

Nevada tourism officials try
to balance rural places like
Genoa with the urban appeal
of Las Vegas. Photo/LTN file

The slogan conveys the uniqueness of the state, residents’
independent spirit and the variety of experiences and
opportunities Nevada provides, Gov. Brian Sandoval said. The
state plans to use the mark on documents from all of its
departments.

Nevada began its quest to create a brand and slogan in 2001.
It hired GreenRubino, a Seattle company, to research what
aspects of the state best resonated with residents and
visitors.

The company tinkered with several proposals. The taglines
included “ReiNVent,” which included the state’s postal code;
“AlLl in Nevada,” a play on poker terminology; and “Nevada is
for Doers,” which referred to the variety of things to see and
do here. All were soundly criticized by the public and members
of the Nevada Tourism Commission.

Claudia Vecchio became the state director of tourism and
cultural affairs in October 2011, took GreenRubino’s research
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and handed it off to a new agency, New York-based Burson-
Marsteller. It was a controversial choice.

The company again was an out-of-state vendor, and its two-year
contract with Nevada cost $3.2 million. GreenRubino, by
comparison, charged $250,000.

To date, the total cost of Nevada’'s tagline project, including
the work by GreenRubino and Burson-Marsteller, the development
of the television ad, ad buys in several California markets
and development of a mobile app is about $8.5 million.

“A brand is more than a tagline,” Vecchio said. “It’s a full
collection of expectations, experiences and characteristics.
It's the full breadth of language and the way we communicate
with our audiences.”

Burson-Marsteller explains the slogan like this: “We are
unwavering, we go about things our own way. We’re a hearty
bunch, unyielding and diverse like the land itself. We're
mountains and snow and valleys of fire. We’'re characters. We
live in our own world. When other states restrict, we allow.
We're silver mines and pickups on long, lonely roads. But
we're also artists and oddballs and one-liner kings. Yes,
we're Vegas, but we’'re also Tahoe and the Hoover Dam and wide-
open country. We are enterprising. We are future focused.
We’re unlike any other state in the union. We are Nevada. A
world within. A state apart.”

Sandoval asked Burson-Marsteller to develop a brand that all
state departments could use, much the way Kentucky uses its
“unbridled spirit” brand.

“We wanted to put a clear personality around the state that we
could all collectively rally behind,” Vecchio said. “That did
change and broaden our challenge a little bit. Instead of
having something that appealed just to travelers, we needed it
to appeal to Nevadans, because they are the ones that are
going to be our brand ambassadors.”



Vecchio said the concept celebrates the dualities of the
state.

“One of the greatest challenges, when I thought about how we
would develop a statewide brand, was overcoming some of these
boundaries we had,” she said. “We’re north, we’re south. We’'re
urban, we’re rural. We're this, we’re that, when we are in
fact one state. So instead of fighting these boundaries, we’re
celebrating them, saying we are a world within with a lot to
do here, but then, we do things differently than anyone else
does.”

Burson-Marsteller tested the slogan with 800 people in Nevada,
Los Angeles, San Francisco, Sacramento, Fresno, San Diego,
Phoenix and Salt Lake City. About 78 percent liked it, the
company said.

The public will get its first look at the branding in a
television commercial launching the state’s summer tourism
campaign. It 1incorporates a distinct Nevada vibe. The
soundtrack is performed by the Killers, who come from Las
Vegas.

The band covers the classic western song, “Don’t Fence Me In,”
written in 1934 by Cole Porter and Robert Fletcher. It has
been performed by Bing Crosby, the Andrews Sisters, Eddie
Arnold, Roy Rogers, Gene Autry, Ella Fitzgerald and Willie
Nelson.

But Vecchio had only one band in mind for the commercial — the
Killers.

When she contacted front man Brandon Flowers, the band was on
tour in Europe. They recorded it while on the road.

“They took the time out of this crazy tour schedule to record
the song,” Vecchio said. “They’ve been a great, great partner
and when people hear it, I think they’ll agree that they
nailed it.”



The commercial features actors singing with the band while a
montage of local sites and activities flash in the background
— hiking at the Valley of Fire State Park, riding jet skis on
the Colorado River, riding ziplines in Boulder City.

The ad directs people to the state’s website where they can
find more information about the places shown. The Killers’
version of “Don’t Fence Me In” also can be downloaded from the
website.

‘Angora’ woodpecker may find
federal protection

By AP

GRANTS PASS, Ore. — A woodpecker that depends on intense
wildfires for the standing dead trees where it feeds on
insects 1is being considered for protection under the
Endangered Species Act.

This is the same woodpecker that affected the U.S. Forest
Service’s rehab project in the Angora burn area.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service said Monday it will take a
closer look at the black-backed woodpecker. A decision is due
in a year but could take longer due to budget cuts.
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The black-backed woodpecker
affected U.S. Forest Service
plans for parts of the
Angora burn area. Photo/LTN
file

Fish and Wildlife is considering two populations of the
woodpecker — one inhabiting the Sierra of California and
eastern Cascade Range of Oregon, and another in the Black
Hills of South Dakota and Wyoming. Another Northern Rockies
population is not under consideration.

The agency said conservation groups that petitioned to protect
the birds presented substantial scientific information that
they were suffering a loss of habitat because of fire
suppression, salvage logging that removes fire-killed trees,
and thinning to reduce the intensity of wildfires.

The decision is giving conservation groups hope the bird can
force changes in national wildfire policy the same way the
northern spotted owl overhauled the idea of logging old-growth
forests.

Chad Hanson, staff ecologist of the John Muir Project of the
Earth Island Institute, said the woodpecker has already
figured in lawsuits to stop salvage logging.

“We hope as a result of this, the Forest Service will in fact
not only pay more attention to species like this, but do a
proactive job of educating people that when fire happens, it
is not a bad thing, wildlife rely upon it,” Hanson said.


https://www.laketahoenews.net/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/angora.jpg

“These notions of catastrophic wildfire are really just
politics and ignorance, and reflect outdated thinking.”

Forest Service spokesman Larry Chambers said the agency’s
wildfire policy was not changing because the bird was not yet
listed as a threatened or endangered species. He added that
the agency already took “science-based actions to protect its
habitat.”

The agency has also said budget cuts this year will force it
to let more fires burn — a prospect Hanson said would benefit
the woodpecker and a broad range of species.

Tom Partin, president of the American Forest Resources
Council, a timber industry group, said the bird didn’t need
any Endangered Species Act protection, because it was already
getting plenty of new habitat each year from millions of acres
that burn but are not harvested as salvage. He added there 1is
a major debate going on over the role of the Forest Service on
the national forests.

“Are they going to be a firefighting agency, or a land
management agency?” he said. “Right now, half the budget is
going to firefighting. A tenth of it 1is going to forest
management.”

Hanson noted that major salvage logging is being planned for
two areas that burned last year in prime black-backed
woodpecker habitat, one on the Plumas National Forest in the
Sierras, and another on the Winema-Fremont and Modoc national
forests near Lakeview, Ore.



El Dorado County probation in
state of flux

By Kathryn Reed

A show of force late Monday afternoon by El Dorado County
employees prevented the chief probation officer and others
from being found in contempt of court.

ELl Dorado County Superior Court Judge Steve Bailey summoned
Greg Sly to his courtroom April 8 to talk about the staffing
situation at the Juvenile Detention Center in South Lake
Tahoe. Bailey is the presiding judge of the juvi system and
Sly is head of probation.

Since September there has not been enough female staff to
allow girls to be housed at the South Lake Tahoe facility.
Today there are seven girls in the juvenile system; one 1is
from Tahoe. She is with the rest of the girls in Placerville.

Bailey and Sly met April 5. Bailey wasn’t satisfied with Sly’s
reasons for the ongoing staff shortage and at that meeting
threatened Sly and other county officials with contempt of
court. This could have resulted in their sitting in a jail
cell or facing a fine.

Greg Sly, El Dorado County
chief probation officer, 1is
ready to spend more time
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backpacking with his dog.
Photo/Provided

It was Sly, two members of the county legal team, the human
resources director and a member of the chief administrative
office who met with Bailey on Monday. The result is none was
detained or fined, and that there is better understanding of
the recruiting process for probation.

Staffing issues

The 40-bed Tahoe facility was built to house an equal number
of girls and boys. This is the second time since the facility
opened in 2004 that the girls’ side is dark. That’s because a
minimum of six female employees are needed to keep that side
of the 24-hour facility open. Physical searches and showers
require staff to be the same sex as the detainees.

Five of the seven female workers are injured — some are
workers’ comp cases, some injuries happened outside of work.

Sly told Lake Tahoe News he hopes to be back to a full
complement of employees by May 1. Three of the injured workers
should be off leave and new recruits hired. The hiring process
takes about six months with all the background checks and
other training needed for probation officers.

Fully staffed at the Tahoe Juvenile Treatment Center would be
10 men, 10 women.

The JTC has had trouble keeping and recruiting people because
it’s more expensive to live in Tahoe, more remote and the kids
more dangerous than those in Placerville.

Probation officers cost the county about $90,000 a year in
salary and benefits. There are 131 people in the department.
Probation has an annual budget of about $14 million.

In the current recruitment batch 318 people submitted



applications. Of those, 168 went through the testing process.
Nine of the 60 top tier applicants want to work in South Lake
Tahoe.

After a report by Sly last fall went to top administrators as
well as the Board of Supervisors, the county has created the
position of program coordinator and hired a counselor for the
Tahoe site.

While Sly is getting what he wanted in terms of staffing, it
came with some retaliation last fall when he was placed on a
10-week paid administrative 1leave for reasons Chief
Administrative Officer Terri Daly has never disclosed.

The lack of communication continued between Daly and Sly when
after a report by a third party was done on the probation
department, Daly kept it from the person in charge of the
department for several weeks. It also took a public records
request for Lake Tahoe News to obtain the document.

The report says, “The findings of this study are that the
major critical factors affecting El Dorado County’s ability to
recruit and retain qualified personnel for its juvenile
justice facilities are: Fiscal issues; work schedules and
shift structures; operational and programming issues affecting
staff safety; and, to a slightly lesser extent, safety
concerns associated with facility physical plants.”

Consultant’s report

Suzie Cohen and Associates was paid $33,000 to evaluate the
county’s juvenile facilities from October 2012-February 2013.
The consultant was tasked with looking at staffing, programs,
operations, population levels at the facilities in South Lake
Tahoe and Placerville, and more.

Recommendations include:

* Increase base pay by 10 to 12 percent for staff.



e Raise base pay of chief probation officer before hiring a
new one.

* Increase stipend for Tahoe employees.

* Have someone do a scheduling study to potentially go from
three eight-hour shifts to two 12s.

e Screening and placement of wards should be the
responsibility of probation staff, not the courts.

e Community members and service providers should assist with
delivering life skills.

e Introduce a “true” drug and alcohol treatment program.
* Introduce “proven” programs that reduce recidivism.

e Girls should have as many programs as boys.

* More internal training.

* Develop comprehensive emergency response plan with El Dorado
County Sheriff’s Department.

* Plan to build a new juvenile facility in Placerville.

Not much has changed since the county did a needs assessment
for South Lake Tahoe in 1999-2000. The consultant quoted from
that report, “The Tahoe area could pose particular problems ..
because it is relatively remote, has a small and transient
population base, has no university nearby from which to draw,
is expensive and has a mainly recreation/gaming economy. The
consultant added, “Especially if El Dorado County pays less
than comparable and/or neighboring counties, recruiting and
retaining staff will continue to be extremely difficult.”

Population projections for the county indicate both juvi
facilities could be full as time goes by.

The report says, “Violent crime and youth gang activity are



more prevalent in South Lake Tahoe than on the West Slope. As
a result, juvenile offenders from the Tahoe basin are somewhat
more sophisticated and have committed more serious offenses
than their counterparts form the West Slope.”

Staff who were interviewed by the consultant team spoke of the
differences between Tahoe and Placerville, right down to how a
little snow in Placerville means closing offices, while Tahoe
offices stay open with several feet of snow.

“Cultural differences between the West Slope and South Lake
Tahoe reportedly contribute to morale problems in many
agencies, including the DA’s office, the bench, the jail and
others,” the report says. “People in South Lake Tahoe feel cut
off, like f‘step <children.’ They say managers and
administrators in Placerville ‘don’t know what it’s like up
here."”

Sly retiring

The county on April 5 opened the recruitment process to
replace Sly. His last day will be Sept. 13. With his assistant
chief retiring in December, Sly announced his retirement early
with the intent of allowing his replacement to be on board so
there is no gap in leadership.

He has been with the department for 23 years.

Sly will be 50 when he retires. He is considering what his
future will entail. He’s hoping not to work the first year.
Instead, he wants to fill his time backpacking. The John Muir
Trail is on his list.

Sly has a new dog that became part of the family to be his
backpacking buddy.

He is also looking at going to law school. He and his daughter
could be classmates. Sly admitted with the turmoil in his life
of late, labor law is of particular interest.



Having taught at Lake Tahoe Community College, he also
envisions possibly teaching at UNR.

Then part of Sly also thinks selling backpacks at REI could be
his next career.

California aerospace industry
eyes drones

By Torey Van 0Oot, Sacramento Bee

A technology long deployed on the battlefield could be coming
to a farm, newspaper or police station near you.

An expected boom in the use of nonmilitary “unmanned aerial
vehicles,” commonly known as drones, has California looking to
regain some of the aviation industry swagger it enjoyed for
decades before defense downsizing shuttered military bases and
manufacturers.

The Federal Aviation Administration, which is moving toward a
2015 target for opening the skies for public and private drone
use, estimates that more than 30,000 could be in flight
nationwide by 2020.

“We’re not darkening the sky yet, but we’re poised,” Richard
Christiansen, vice president of aerospace engineering firm
Sierra Lobo Inc., said at a Southern California symposium on
civilian drone uses.

At stake for California and other states is a piece of $82
billion in economic activity the drone industry estimates it
will generate between 2015 and 2025.
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But the emerging technology has attracted questions about use,
safety and privacy, leading state and federal regulators to
grapple with how to govern drones. Capitol hearings and the
two-day symposium in Thousand Oaks, sponsored by state
lawmakers and an industry association, have explored those
issues 1n recent weeks.

Unmanned systems are most commonly known for their use by the
military, which has increased its reliance on drones to
conduct surveillance and track down terrorists in places like
Afghanistan and Pakistan. But advances in technology and cuts
to defense spending have led manufacturers to experiment with
new ways to use what the industry calls “UAVs.”

Boosters of the technology say it could be used to assess and
sell real estate, help news organizations report stories and
patrol oil pipelines, ports or vast swaths of water of the
coast.

First responders and emergency management officials see
potential in monitoring and fighting wildfires or assessing
damage from natural disasters in real time. Some law
enforcement officials want to use drones to conduct
surveillance and search-and-rescue operations or crack down on
illegal drug cultivation and trafficking.

Shipping companies have explored using them to deliver
packages, industry representatives say. UC Davis has been
granted a waiver to test drones that spray and fertilize
crops.

“Everywhere I go people ask me for new applications for these
things,” Kristen Helsel, a vice president for Public Safety
UAVs at AeroVironment, told a room of industry representatives
and policy specialists at the symposium. “There are smart
people out there who when we put the technology in their
hands, they’re going to be able to think of great ways to use
it that will save lives and protect property.”



But the opportunity for expansion has sparked privacy concerns
and calls for rules about where, how and by whom the system
can be used.

“The key thing 1is that there has to be a (regulatory)
framework in place before the drone is deployed,” said Linda
Lye, a staff attorney with the American Civil Liberties Union
of Northern California. “In too many other instances, we see
the technology rapidly outpacing the law.”

The ACLU wants states and federal officials to ensure
information collected in non-law enforcement capacities, such
as surveying a forest, isn’t stored and later used for other
purposes. The organization believes a regulatory scheme must
include warrant requirements and other safeguards in place to
protect the rights of citizens.

It is especially concerned about how police and other
government agencies will deploy drones. Such uses, Lye
believes, will be widespread because the aircraft are less
costly than helicopters or other surveillance tools and the
Department of Homeland Security is offering grants to help pay
for the equipment, which can cost hundreds of thousands of
dollars for each aircraft.

Industry reports downplay those uses, saying agriculture 1is
expected to attract much of the spending in the early years.

Privacy concerns also have led to some public backlash.
Supervisors in Alameda County, for example, have put a county
sheriff’s proposal to seek a drone on hold in light of
pushback from privacy advocates and others in the community.

Drone supporters in California say privacy concerns must be
addressed, but not to the detriment of development.

Assemblyman Jeff Gorell, who has introduced legislation
setting parameters for use and privacy rights, said he hopes
privacy concerns don’t hurt California’s “opportunity as a



state to earn back some of the eminence that we once held in
the area of job creation around aviation and innovation in
aerospace.”

“Most of these platforms have nothing to do with caring one
iota about what people do in their backyard,” the Camarillo
Republican said. “If we allow the privacy issue to drive these
jobs out of California or to drive the industry underground,
that would be a terrible consequence of a concern that has to
do with only one of the limited applications of the fastest
growing sector of aerospace in the last 25 years.”

Gorell’'s package of bills, co-authored by Democratic
Assemblyman Steven Bradford, includes a set of proposed tax
breaks to attract the drone industry to the state.

Those bills represent two of least 80 proposals related to
drones in 39 statehouses across the country, according to the
National Conference of State Legislatures. Because the
authority to regulate federal airspace rests with the FAA,
many of the proposals tackle privacy concerns and issues over
data storage and usage.

Drone boosters also are working outside the Statehouse to
promote industry growth in California. At least two
applications, backed by groups in San Diego and Ventura
County, have been submitted to win one of six test sites the
FAA is set to award nationwide. The locations chosen are
expected to become hubs for drone development in the future.

“What the Bay Area is for IT, one of these test sites could be
for aerospace and (unmanned aerial systems),” said Ventura
County Director of Airports Todd McNamee, who is working on a
proposal that would open corridors of airspace for testing
that run from Oxnard along the coast to Northern California
with inland routes east to Redding and Truckee. “That’s how we
sort of envision it.”

The FAA says 50 applications have been received from 37



states. Supporters, pointing to other states with coordinated
campaigns, have called on Gov. Jerry Brown to put more muscle
behind at least one of the proposals to increase 1its
competitiveness. Legislators trying to raise the issue’s
profile in the Capitol convened a committee hearing last
month.

“We want to do everything we can to get those jobs and
economic development here in California,” said Assemblyman Al
Muratsuchi, D-Torrance, who chaired that hearing.

While securing a test site could accelerate growth 1in
California, supporters say the technology will advance either
way.

Some limited testing through public-private partnerships 1is
occurring in the state’s military airspace. The FAA has handed
out 1,400 waivers — only to public agencies — such as the one
UC Davis received to operate drones under certain
circumstances since 2007; 327 of those were active as of mid-
February.

Hobbyists like Jason Goldman, a recent Pepperdine University
graduate who builds his own drones, are already in the air for
recreational purposes, awaiting the OK to do more with their
drones.

“We’re here now and we’re ready,” Goldman told the symposium
audience last month. “I say let us fly.”

Old Tahoe being turned into
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boutique hotel

By Kathryn Reed

From a 1l-star to a 4%-star property. That is what Jim
Demetriades is trying to do with a prime piece of real estate
in South Lake Tahoe.

He is turning the old Royal Valhalla motel into the Landing
Resort & Spa.

“What South Lake Tahoe was lacking was a 4-, 5-star
establishment .. a super high-end boutique hotel,” Demetriades
told Lake Tahoe News.
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What the Landing Resort &
Spa in South Lake Tahoe will
look like. Rendering/Midkiff
& Associates

He bought the sprawling property 15 years ago and began
construction last fall. It is at the end of Stateline Avenue
between Lakeshore Boulevard and Azure Street. Part of it is
next to single-family residences along the streets of Hill
Road and Sunrise Lane. Then it abuts the open space that is
directly across from Lakeside Beach.

Demetriades would not disclose how much money he is putting
into the renovation, but said, “It’s millions and millions of
dollars.”
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He said there is no way to build something like this from
scratch because it would be cost-prohibitive and the
regulatory hurdles insurmountable.

“We focus on properties in secondary markets that are
reasonably priced, with a tremendous amount of charm and
character,” Demetriades said. “We think South Lake Tahoe 1is a
beautiful environment. But like many secondary markets it has
gone through its ups and downs. It’s been in a prolonged
tailspin with a lot of rundown properties. We think there is a
crowd of guests who are interested in a nicer property in the
area that is reasonably priced.”

He says room nights will range from $150 to $250.
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This sign will soon
disappear.
Photo/Kathryn Reed

“It will be Ritz-Carlton quality, but half the price,”
Demetriades said.

But at a Ritz, people are used to getting service that is off
the charts. Demetriades wants to deliver that as well.

He said the general manager he expects to have on board has
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experience at high-end properties.

Demetriades has properties in Southern California, as well as
a hotel and three restaurants in Mammoth.

Jimmy’s Taverna is one of the eateries. And it’s what will be
cloned and opened in Tahoe. Billed as Greek seafood, is will
serve three meals a day. The restaurant will be for hotel
guests and anyone else. The restaurant will seat 120, while
the bar will fit about 50. In the summer outdoor seating will
be available.

The restaurant will be the fifth and last building to be
constructed.

0Of the five buildings, one is almost done, two are well under
way, and No. 4 had concrete poured two weeks ago.

The sound of hammers and saws could be heard last week as
workers transform the three-story property.

The Royal Valhalla had 91 rooms; the Landing Resort & Spa will
have 88. Part of the hotel could open in July.

“We are not taking reservations just yet. We are working with
construction teams to validate the opening date. A lot has to
do with the furniture,” Demetriades said.

Part of the new hotel 1is
expected to open in July.
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Each room has a balcony, some with views of Lake Tahoe. All
are within earshot of the Harveys outdoor summer concerts.

The furniture is being custom made. Waterfall showers, heated
floors, heated toilet seat, and heated towel racks are
standard features.

A 150-seat conference facility is being built. Weddings are
expected to be a large part of the revenue stream, with the
facility able to be cordoned off into three rooms or one big
room for 300 guests.

A spa will also be on-site.

Partnerships with nearby Edgewood Tahoe Golf Course are being
worked out. Guests will have access to Lakeside Beach. Bikes
and boats will be available, as will a shuttle service.

The goal is someone flies into Reno, arrives at the Landing
Resort & Spa and never has to drive.



