
Nev.  wrestling  with  Common
Core education
By Paul Takahashi, Las Vegas Sun

Three  years  after  Nevada  adopted  the  Common  Core  State
Standards,  proponents  and  critics  faced  off  in  a  10-hour
legislative showdown over whether the new academic benchmarks
will help or hurt students in the Silver State.

For months, dozens of concerned citizens and parents have been
protesting the Common Core at legislative committee hearings
on  education,  prompting  lawmakers  to  devote  one  of  its
meetings to debate the pros and cons of the new standards.

The  Common  Core,  which  has  been  adopted  by  44  states
nationally, was developed by a panel of academics convened by
governors  and  state  school  superintendents  to  replace  a
hodgepodge of state standards.

The national standards represent one of the most significant
changes  in  American  education  —  one  that  is  transforming
textbooks, teacher training and testing.

Read the whole story

Sanford  found  guilty  in
Swanson murder
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By Kathryn Reed

Nearly 34 years after Richard Swanson was murdered, the killer
has been convicted.

On  April  23,  the  eight-woman,  four-man  jury  found  Andrew
Sanford guilty on all counts.

In all likelihood Sanford, 52, will be spending the rest of
his life in prison.

Swanson was 16 when he was murdered Aug. 14, 1980, while he
worked at the former Shell gas station at the Y in South Lake
Tahoe.  He  was  bound  with  duct  tape  and  left  to  die  of
asphyxiation. He had also been beaten.

Sanford lived in town at the time, but left a few days after
the murder.

“I think it’s a long, long time in coming to try to get some
measure of justice for the family,” El Dorado County District
Attorney  Vern  Pierson  told  Lake  Tahoe  News.  “For  us  it
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happened  34  years  ago.  For  them,  it’s  like  it  happened
yesterday.”

Ronald and Sharon Swanson, Richard’s parents, were in the
Placerville courtroom every day listening to witness after
witness describe what they remembered, the details of how
their son was murdered, the autopsy and finally the arrest of
Sanford.

It wasn’t until 2012 that Sanford was arrested and charged in
the Swanson case.

From this killing the local Secret Witness program was formed.
The seed money was always to go to the person who helped solve
the Swanson murder.

TVES  to  be  home  of
transitional K program
By Kathryn Reed

After much discontent from parents, Lake Tahoe Unified School
District listened. It was decided Tuesday that Tahoe Valley
Elementary School would house the transitional kindergarten
program starting in the fall.

At the March 29 school board meeting staff had proposed the
program be at the defunct Al Tahoe school site.

Having it at Tahoe Valley means the little ones will be able
take  part  in  schoolwide  events  like  Tahoe  Arts  Project
assemblies. They will also be part of a real school.

In addition, Principal Christina Grubbs has a background in
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early childhood education.

LTUSD has had what it calls preppie K for a number of years.
Transitional kindergarten, or TK, is similar. It’s just that
now the state is requiring as of this fall for districts to
have TK.

While all the questions and concerns of parents have yet to be
addressed, some fears were dispelled at the April 22 meeting.
Of the five people who spoke that night, four were parents who
will have kids in the program next school year.

Busing, hours of the program, how the kids will be divided and
what happens after school were all topics that were brought
up.

Class will start at 9:10am, just like the rest of the school.
This makes it less stressful for everyone. The exact end time
has not been determined, but 1:30pm is likely.

Grubbs said going longer is not beneficial for most kids. For
some kids, it’s naptime after lunch.

“If you push them through the sleep time, in some cases their
learning decreases by 70 percent,” Grubbs told the board.

These kids will have their own bus to and from school so they
are not mixed with big kids.

“We don’t let a kid off the bus unless there is an adult to
greet them,” Grubbs said. No adult, then the child is brought
back to the school.

Students can even be dropped off at day care centers.

Even though they may be going to one of the other three
elementary schools for regular K the following year, all the
TK students will be mixed together.

“We felt it better to mix the kids. A heterogeneous grouping



is vital. It’s vital for the social and emotional piece,”
Grubbs said.

Tarwater said after school programs can be worked out in the
future.

There will be no more than 24 students in a class. This is so
the district does not jeopardize its $1.2 million class-size
reduction subsidy from the state.

Tahoe Valley will receive a half million dollar sprucing up
this  summer.  This  will  include  new  playground  equipment,
additional equipment moving over from Bijou Community School,
paint, carpet, changes to the entrance and improved drop-off
lanes.

Turn  off  electronic  devices
for the kids’ sake
By Patti Neighmond, NPR

It’s not just kids who are overdoing screen time. Parents are
often  just  as  guilty  of  spending  too  much  time  checking
smartphones  and  e-mail  —  and  the  consequences  for  their
children can be troubling.

Dr. Jenny Radesky is a pediatrician specializing in child
development. When she worked at a clinic in a high-tech savvy
Seattle  neighborhood,  Radesky  started  noticing  how  often
parents ignored their kids in favor of a mobile device. She
remembers a mother placing her phone in the stroller between
herself and the baby. “The baby was making faces and smiling
at the mom,” Radesky says, “and the mom wasn’t picking up any
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of it; she was just watching a YouTube video.”

Radesky was so concerned she decided to study the behavior.
After relocating to Boston Medical Center, she and two other
researchers spent one summer observing 55 different groups of
parents and young children eating at fast food restaurants.
Many of the caregivers pulled out a mobile device right away,
she says. “They looked at it, scrolled on it and typed for
most of the meal, only putting it down intermittently.”

This was not a scientific study, Radesky is quick to point
out. It was more like anthropological observation, complete
with detailed field notes. Forty of the 55 parents used a
mobile device during the meal, and many, she says, were more
absorbed in the device than in the kids.

Read the whole story

Prosecution,  defense  paint
differing pictures of Nutting
By Peter Hecht, Sacramento Bee

A state prosecutor today opened the trial of El Dorado County
Supervisor Ray Nutting by blasting him as a dishonest figure
with  “trouble  following  laws”  routinely  honored  by  other
public officials.

Nutting faces allegations that he improperly hid state income
for brush clearing on his family ranch, and Deputy Attorney
General  Pete  Williams  railed  against  the  supervisor  for
casting himself as an advocate for taxpayers while failing to
disclose that he is a recipient of public money.
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“Mr. Nutting says one thing to the public and does another
thing in private,” Williams said. “He talks against taxes. He
is against government. But he takes state taxpayer money to
improve his property and he does it privately without other
people knowing.”

Nutting’s  attorney,  David  Weiner,  responded  that  the
supervisor  is  an  honest  public  official  and  a  dutiful
landowner who applied for state grants to reduce fire danger
at the encouragement of the California Department of Forestry
and Fire Protection.

“When it became clear that CalFire was going to use that money
to reduce the dangers of fires, he became an advocate. He used
it. He encouraged other people it use it,” said Weiner, who
said the supervisor broke no laws. “I guess that’s why they
call him a hypocrite.”

Read the whole story

Swanson:  ‘Jobs  and  economic
development  are  my  top
priority’
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Angela Swanson

Publisher’s note: Lake Tahoe News asked the six El Dorado
County supervisor candidates a series of questions. All are
the same except for one that is specific to each candidate.
This is the final installment.

Name: Angela Swanson

Age: 53

Occupation:  City  councilwoman,  school  facilities  planning
consultant, and grant writer

Education: B.A. political science, University of California,
Berkeley

Post graduate coursework

What elected, civic, nonprofit boards or groups are or have
you been affiliated with and in what capacity?: Councilmember,
city of South Lake Tahoe 2010-14

• Vice chair and board member, Tahoe Transportation District
2011-14

• Board member, California Tahoe Conservancy, 2011-12

• Board member, CalTahoe Emergency Services Authority, 2011-14

•  Board  member,  South  Lake  Tahoe  Basin  Waste  Management
Authority, 2010-11

• Board member, Tahoe Prosperity Center

Board member, Lake Tahoe Unified School District 2005-09

• Clerk of the board

• Approved two-way immersion program

• Protected class-size reduction



Member, Lake Tahoe Collaborative

Board member, Lake Tahoe Educational Foundation

Board member, Boys & Girls Club of Lake Tahoe

Member, Rotary Club of South Lake Tahoe

Member, Zawadisha

Steering Committee, 56-Acre Project (Lakeview Commons) 2008-10

Co-chair, Measure A/G Steering Committee, a $64.5M school bond

PTA president, Sierra House Elementary and South Tahoe Middle
schools

Site  Council  member,  Sierra  House  and  South  Tahoe  Middle
schools

“Team Mom” for numerous Little League and football teams

“Dance Mom” for 14 years with Academy of Dance Arts

Lifetime member, Ladies Auxiliary, Veterans of Foreign Wars

Traffic is horrible on Fridays and Sundays throughout the
county. Will you commit to not voting for any big subdivisions
unless there is a plan to widen Highway 50? Why or why not?:
El Dorado County has traffic congestion caused by population
centers along the 50 corridor compounded by tourists trekking
to Lake Tahoe and Apple Hill. I’ve driven that route for 20
years and have watched the traffic increase. I am an advocate
for a multi-pronged approach reducing congestion that includes
expanding light rail rapid transit westward from El Dorado
Hills, improving public transit to tourist centers, and tying
residential growth to traffic mitigation.

I think it is oversimplifying to tie all future residential
development decisions to the plans of a behemoth state agency,
Caltrans.  There  needs  to  be  a  strategy  to  develop  a



transportation capable of handling resident and tourist needs
that is state-funded without adding miles of highway lanes.

What is your opinion on a proposed November initiative to
control  growth?:  There  are  currently  several  competing
initiatives  gather  signatures  to  qualify  for  the  November
ballot. Years of high-density residential development along
the Highway 50 corridor have led to gridlock. We must fix
traffic first. I support the efforts to limit residential
growth in favor of business and commercial growth.

What are your thoughts of making Lake Tahoe its own county?: I
haven’t seen a groundswell of support for the region seceding
from El Dorado and Placer counties to form a new Lake Tahoe
County. What problems do we solve and how many more do we
trade for?

After years of neglect, we recognize that we are not going to
settle for mediocrity. This beautiful region is stepping into
a new generation, and is already redefining a more robust
economic base, rebuilding a sense of local pride and becoming
an active and engaged community. We can demand more from and
give more to county government.

What entities would you not take money from?: I would not take
money  from  an  individual  or  organization  whose  values  or
behavior  I  consider  illegal  or  unethical.  Due  to  the
controversial nature of development politics on the West Slope
I will not take funds from large developers.

What  would  you  do  to  boost  the  economy?:  Local  job
opportunities  need  to  be  broad-based  and  offer  long-term
viability. Thoughtful and effective government can help ensure
our  community  can  invest  in  its  families,  education  and
future. We begin, first, by stabilizing and expanding existing
business.  Second,  we  need  to  develop  the  infrastructure
necessary to draw new economic growth. That infrastructure
begins with adequate cell and broadband coverage, continues



into infrastructure renewal. This includes private property
both commercial and residential. Why would anyone invest in
the South Shore if we don’t ourselves? The investment moves on
to recreational facilities including bike paths. Third, we
utilize the resources of the county’s Economic Development
Division  and  jobs  creation  network,  Sierra  Economic
Development Corporation, to partner with local business and
community  leaders  to  recruit  new  business.  It’s  time  to
harness county resources to build a vibrant, viable community.

What is the No. 1 issue facing District 5 and how do you
propose to resolve it?: Jobs and economic development are my
top priority, as I just discussed. Just as important is my
commitment to return our fair share of the county’s budget and
resources to District 5. The county is the primary provider of
all  human  services,  including  senior  services,  child
protection  services,  public  health,  corrections,  and  bus
service.  Our  community  deserves  more  return  for  its  tax
dollars.

For example, we talk about restoring bus service to Meyers.
That  can  be  done  through  social  service  program  funding
intended  to  support  transporting  those  in  need.  A  second
example,  the  newly  reformed  recreation  department  only
recently  catalogued  the  recreation  facilities  on  the  East
Slope. We’ve lost thousands of dollars in maintenance and
equipment funding because they didn’t know what’s here. It’s
time for parity in spending.

Supervisors  meet  only  once  a  year  in  Lake  Tahoe.  Do  you
believe this is fair representation? Why or why not?: The
Board of Supervisors needs to meet more frequently in South
Lake  Tahoe.  I’ve  already  spoken  to  two  supervisors  about
meeting  in  South  Lake  Tahoe  quarterly.  There  is  support,
particularly  if  we  also  hold  town  hall  meetings  in  other
supervisorial districts as appropriate. The board needs to be
accessible to the citizens it serves.



However, it takes more than holding the Board of Supervisors
meetings in Tahoe to make District 5 truly present in county
decision-making.  I  would  immediately  begin  holding  regular
meetings with the county’s chief administrative officer, Terri
Daly, and South Lake Tahoe’s city manager and mayor of South
Lake Tahoe. These meetings build commonality and shared goals
that will benefit families and build just representation.

Would you have voted for Red Hawk to be built and to divert
Caltrans funds for interchanges? Those decisions are still
negatively affecting the South Shore. Is there anything you
would do to change the status quo?: I would have voted against
the Red Hawk project as it was not in the best interests of my
constituents.  Moreover,  the  county  failed  to  secure  the
compensation for first costs, long-term maintenance of the new
infrastructure  and  community  services.  As  for  status  quo
changes.  I  think  the  ship  has  essentially  sailed  but  the
lesson must be remembered.

Would you support having more tax dollars from the county
coming to the South Shore? Currently, more dollars leave the
basin  than  come  back.:  Tax  dollar  leakage  impacts  all  of
District 5 and is a top priority. For instance, the majority
of TOT in the county comes from the South Shore, but is
primarily  spent  on  the  West  Slope.  The  same  is  true  of
specialized funds for parks and recreation, transportation,
etc. Getting these dollars back into our district will require
prioritizing opportunities for recapture with staff, and then
negotiation  with  my  fellow  supervisors  during  budget
discussions. One example: The South Shore accounts for about
40 percent of the District Attorney’s Office caseload, yet the
staffing has been reduced from five to just two assistant
DA’s.

The county and city of South Lake Tahoe have a long history of
not  getting  along.  How  would  you  propose  to  improve  the
relationship?:  I  am  uniquely  qualified  to  bridge  the
relationship  gap  as  I  am  presently  a  member  of  the  City



Council  and  have  an  excellent  relationship  with  the  city
manager and my fellow council members. We now have a council
built on local collaboration and problem solving. We developed
a local government which listens to, engages the community and
encourages participation. I am ready to bring that same level
of collaboration and cooperation to the Board of Supervisors.

Having served on numerous board (TTD and Conservancy, etc.) I
understand the perspectives of both agencies in major policy
areas.  I  know  where  we  have  areas  of  agreement  and
disagreement. I’ve also had a close history with the 56-acre
(Lakeview  Commons/campground)  property  and  am  part  of  its
emergence  as  our  community’s  gathering  place.  It  is  the
cornerstone  for  our  shared  recreation  vision  and  an
opportunity  to  shed  old  ill-will  .

What is your vision for Meyers and how will you make it a
reality?: It is the collective vision of the residents that
matters. Meyers has a heart and soul; never more evident than
at area plan meetings or when cheering locals welcomed home
our  Golden  Girls.  I  have  listened  to  many  residents  and
understand the local pride, the local values.

Making those values real starts with a ZIP code. Meyers, CA
96155. Beneath the arguments over the area plan and Caltrans
signal lights and the future of the Tveten property is an
underlying hunger to be recognized as a community with places
to gather and decision-making authority. Meyers, California,
should be identified as an independent place. We would also
look at creating a reasonable governance structure, such as a
Meyers  Community  Services  District,  which  would  the  local
control issues such as bike paths, recreation and programs
facilities and weigh in on development issues.

Why should someone vote for you over someone else?: I get the
job done. My entire history in South Lake Tahoe has been about
improving our community for the families that live and work
here. From my first efforts at the Sierra House playground to



the school bond to Lakeview Commons, I deliver. Second, I have
the skills and experience to be effective from Day 1. I know
the  issues,  have  the  relationships  and  the  experience  to
negotiate with the four other supervisors from the Wet Slope.
Third,  I  understand  that  making  District  5  and  El  Dorado
County  successful  requires  relationships  in  Sacramento  and
Washington, D.C. They control the purse strings and we have to
meet them head on.

How do you overcome a possible credibility issue when you gave
up the seat you had on the Lake Tahoe Unified School District
board, have spent the most taxpayer money of any City Council
member on travel and took money for a nonprofit from a man now
serving  time  in  federal  prison?:  There  is  no  credibility
issue. The voters have elected me twice into office, proof of
their  confidence  in  my  abilities.  They  understood  that  I
stepped down from the school board a few months early because
I was pursuing employment opportunities that could have taken
me out of the region. By putting the needs of the community
before my own and stepping down a few months early, I ensured
that  my  seat  could  be  filled  and  the  school  board  would
function properly with five members. Having served on the
school board with only four members and more recently in the
same position on the City Council, I know that was the right
choice.

My travel reimbursements are for council approved activities.
I believe, as does the council, that it is important to be
educated on policy issues and to build relationships with our
elected  representatives  and  agency  heads  in  Sacramento.  I
cannot answer why other electeds decide not to. The last item
deserves  no  additional  follow  up,  as  the  county  district
attorney has declared there was “no wrongdoing.”

What  do  you  do  for  fun?:  My  latest  passion  is  standup
paddleboarding. Anything that gets me on or in the water is my
idea of fun. I also enjoy biking and puttering in my garden.



Tell us something about yourself that people might not know: I
rafted the Tana River in Kenya and rode a camel in the Sahara
Desert.

Expect  delays  traveling
through Tahoe
By Lake Tahoe News staff

It’s not just Kingsbury Grade that will be torn up this year.
Caltrans  will  be  working  on  six  water-quality  improvement
projects on the California side of the Lake Tahoe Basin.

Plus, work in the center of South Lake Tahoe will tie up
traffic now that the Harrison Avenue project has begun. This
project will include making some of the side streets one way.

The Kingsbury Grade project is more about fixing that stretch
of state highway that links Lake Tahoe and the Carson Valley
than it is water quality.

The grade will always be open to residents and all businesses
will be open. What will be off limits from May 1-23 is the
ability to drive from the basin to the valley and vice versa.
People on either side will only be able to get to the top of
the summit, not over it during that time frame. The same
limitations will be in effect after Labor Day until the end of
construction season.

Work will continue at night in June, July and August. Delays
are expected. But through traffic will be allowed during those
months.

More info is online.
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Caltrans projects are designed to improve safety and traffic
flow  by  encouraging  walking  and  bicycling  with  wider
shoulders,  left-turn  pockets,  repaving  the  highway,  the
installation of sidewalks, crosswalks and traffic signals.

Caltrans projects:

Highway 50

• From Lake Tahoe Airport to the Y

• May 5-Oct. 15; should be done in one season

• Estimated cost: $12.1 million

• Anticipated closures: Off-peak season: from 7pm-11am, Monday
through  Friday;  peak  season:  from  7pm-9am,Monday  through
Friday. Up to 20-minute delays.

• From Johnson Pass Road through Meyers to Incline Road

• May 1-Oct. 15; should be done in one season

• Estimated cost: $15.3 million

• Anticipated closures: Monday through Thursday from 6am-6pm,
off the road by noon Friday. Daytime closures are scheduled
throughout  the  project  unless  traffic  impacts  necessitate
switching to night work.

Highway 89

• From one-tenth mile north of Eagle Falls sidehill viaduct
No. 5 to Meeks Creek Bridge

• Now-Oct. 15; project expected to finish in fall 2015

• Estimated cost: $20 million

•  Anticipated  closures:  Off-peak  season:  daytime  Monday
through Thursday, 6am-6pm, No lane closures after 1am Friday.
Peak season: nighttime Monday through Friday, 6pm-6am. Up to



20-minute delays.

• From Wilson Street in Tahoma to Tahoe City (to Cherry Street
this season)

• May 1-Oct. 15; project is expected to finish in fall 2016

• Estimated cost: $41 million

•  Anticipated  closures:  Off-peak  season  (Memorial  Day-June
15): around the clock from midnight Sunday until noon Friday.
Peak  season  (June  15-Labor  Day):  around  the  clock  from
midnight Sunday until 10am Friday. Up to 20-minute delays.

• Note: In conjunction with this project, Southwest Gas is in
its final season of gas line relocations along the highway
from  Ward  Avenue  to  Granlibakken  Road.  Anticipated  lane
closures for the gas work are: off-peak: midnight Sunday to
1pm Monday; and daily from 6pm to 1pm Monday through Friday.
Peak season: midnight Sunday to noon Monday; daily from 7pm to
noon Monday through Thursday; and 7pm Thursday to 10am Friday.
Up to 20-minute delays.

• From Tahoe City to Squaw Valley

• Late May-Oct. 15; project expected to be completed this
season

• Estimated cost: $4 million

• Anticipated closures: Off-peak season: Nighttime closures,
6pm-10am  Sunday  through  Saturday.  Peak  season:  Nighttime
closures,  6pm-10am  Sunday  through  Friday.  Up  to  20-minute
delays.

Highway 28

• From Chipmunk Street to the junction of Highway 267 in Kings
Beach

• Now-June 30 and Sept. 7-Oct. 15 (no work on highway in July



and August); project is expected to be completed in fall 2015

• Estimated cost: $36 million

• Anticipated closures: 7am-10pm, Monday through Thursday, off
the road by noon Friday.

In addition to the Caltrans projects, Placer County’s Kings
Beach Commercial Core Improvement Program is already under
construction.  The  streetscape  project  includes  reducing
Highway 28 from four lanes to three and installing drainage
facilities for water-quality improvements.

Here is a Caltrans construction map.

Michael  Brooks  Seeliger  —
1968-2014
Michael Brooks Seeliger of Reno died April 13 while enjoying
one of his many passions in life — flying. He was 46.

Mike is the grandson of Brooks Park, the late patriarch of the
Carson Valley cattle ranch family that also owns acreage in
Stateline, including Edgewood Tahoe, the former Horizon hotel
and MontBleu.

He died April 7 a Reno Stead Airport when his single-seat,
home-built aircraft known as a helicycle crashed.
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Michael Brooks Seeliger

The sixth generation Nevadan was born in Reno on Jan. 20,
1968, to Tom and Kay (Park) Seeliger. He graduated from Bishop
Manogue High School in 1986, and attended UNR where he was a
member of the ATO fraternity, and Chico State University. He
married the love of his life, Traci, in 2005 and welcomed
their cherished daughter, Ella Brooks, in 2007.

Along with many successful business ventures, Mike was senior
vice president at Morgan Stanley for 17 years. He constantly
strove to continue educating himself and his clients. Mike
always believed his clients came first. In addition, he served
on the board of directors for Edgewood Companies for more than
10 years. He had a great love for Edgewood and was very proud
to be part of the Edgewood family.

Mike gave 110 percent in all that he did, but none more than
to his family, who came first above all else. He was a devoted
husband and father, with weekends finding him enjoying quality
time with his wife, or taking his treasured Ella to shoot bow
and arrows, race go carts and ride ATVs.

He was an avid wine connoisseur and enjoyed many special days
in Napa Valley with family and friends. Mike had numerous
hobbies in his life, and pursued all that he loved with great
passion. Summers found him riding motorcycles, camping, jet
skiing, and boating on Lake Tahoe; in winter months, he could
be  found  snow  skiing  and  snowmobiling  in  Lake  Tahoe  and
Graeagle. He had a love for exotic cars, and enjoyed taking
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trips with Traci and Ella to car events. Building and flying
R/C model planes was another of Mike’s interests.

He lived life to the fullest and made sure every single moment
was accounted for. He had a generous and giving heart, willing
to lend a hand to many in need. Mike was a friend to all and
cherished his blessed life surrounded by his precious family
and many friends.

Mike is survived by his wife and best friend Traci (Henson)
Seeliger and daughter Ella Seeliger (7), of Reno; parents Tom
and Kay Seeliger of Reno; brother Tom (Kris) Seeliger of Reno;
sister Sally Seeliger, of Reno; and brother Dan (Silvina) of
Lago Puelo, Argentina. He is also survived by his nephews and
nieces Abbie Seeliger, Nathan Seeliger, Sarah Seeliger, Zen
Seeliger, and Soren Seeliger; and in- laws Dave and Jenny
Giusti and Lance (Tammy) Henson and nephews Aaron and Chaz
Henson.

Grandparents Albert and Frances Seeliger and Brooks and Jeanne
Park, as well as his Uncle John Seeliger preceded Mike in
death.

A service will be at Our Lady of the Snows Catholic Church,
1138 Wright St., Reno, at 11am April 22. A celebration of life
will immediately follow at the Grove, 95 Foothill Road, Reno.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that all donations be made
to Our Lady of the Snows School, the Mike Seeliger Scholarship
Fund, 1125 Lander St., Reno, NV 89509.



Bill  would  allow  LTCC  to
offer 4-year degree
By Kathryn Reed

Lake Tahoe Community College needs to find ways to make money.
Offering four-year degrees is one way to do so.

The University of California and California State University
systems  need  to  find  ways  to  accommodate  more  students.
Allowing community colleges to offer four-year degrees would
do that.

Today the state is not in a position to educate all of the
people who are seeking bachelor’s degrees because programs and
schools  are  impacted.  And  more  jobs  are  requiring  a
bachelor’s. The Public Policy Institute of California earlier
this year reported that by 2025, 41 percent of jobs will
require at least a bachelor’s degree, but only 35 percent of
working-age adults will meet that qualification.

A bill circulating in the Legislature could solve the problem
for the three public education institutions. Senate Bill 850
would allow each of the 112 community colleges to offer one
applied baccalaureate degree in an eight-year pilot program.
The Senate Education Committee on April 24 will discuss the
item.

It’s a bill Kindred Murillo, president of LTCC, is completely
behind. One of her goals when she was hired nearly three years
ago was to offer baccalaureate degrees at the South Lake Tahoe
institution.

What the degree or degrees would be in remain to be seen.
There have been discussions on campus of having an accelerated
teaching credential program where students would earn their
bachelor’s and credential in four years. There could also be a
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special bilingual component to it.

Public  safety,  environmental  studies  and  fire  are  other
possibilities.

Part of the thinking at the state level is not to allow
community colleges to duplicate what the UC and CSU offers.

Already the California Community College system with its 2.4
million students is the largest postsecondary education system
in the United States.

This is hardly groundbreaking legislation. Twenty-one states
currently allow community colleges to offer four-year degrees.

The price structure would still need to be worked out. CSUs
cost $5,970 a year in tuition, while community colleges charge
$1,300 a year.

The last major change to higher education in California was in
2005  when  CSUs  were  granted  the  right  to  offer  doctorate
degrees.

Economic  stability  a  new
challenge for Brown
By Chris Megerian, Los Angeles Times

SACRAMENTO — Soon after Jerry Brown was elected governor in
2010,  he  invited  the  state’s  top  budget  official,  Ana
Matosantos, to lunch at his office. He had just two months to
prepare his first plan for tackling California’s $26 billion
deficit.

https://www.laketahoenews.net/2014/04/economic-stability-new-challenge-brown/
https://www.laketahoenews.net/2014/04/economic-stability-new-challenge-brown/


He  asked  his  assistant  to  fetch  the  budget  director  a
sandwich. Then, Matosantos said, the incoming governor of one
of the world’s largest economies ate a single hard-boiled egg,
sprinkled with salt.

Brown’s  dietary  discipline  was  a  hint  of  the  regimented
approach he would take to California’s staggering financial
problems, which he had promised to fix by pushing the state
back into the black.

“I don’t go to the theater. I don’t golf. This is what I do,”
Brown told Matosantos.

For  previous  governors,  California’s  budget  was  quicksand.
Gray Davis, a fellow Democrat, was recalled by voters as state
finances  imploded  following  an  energy  crisis.  Republican
Arnold Schwarzenegger limped out of office with rock-bottom
poll numbers, leaving a pile of debt.

But on Brown’s watch, deficits have become surpluses, helped
along by tax hikes the governor persuaded voters to approve.
More money is being pumped into schools.

Read the whole story
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