Science and magic part of
library storytime

The Golden Touch: Science Magic program is part of Douglas
County Library’s summer program.

This special reading program storytime will be at Mormon
Station State Historic Park on June 25 at 10:30am.

Beth Hyland and Christopher Turbeville will retell the myth of
King Midas and his Golden Touch. Afterward children will
perform experiments that include turning metal into “gold.”
Everyone will take home a golden coin.

All ages are welcome.

Mormon Station is located on the corner of Main Street and
Genoa Lane in downtown Genoa.

For more info, call 775.782.9841.

Whooping cough reaches
epidemic levels 1in Calif.

By CBS News

The number of whooping cough cases throughout California has
reached epidemic proportions, state health officials said
Friday.

The California Department of Public Health said in a statement
released Friday that more than 800 cases of whooping cough,
also known as pertussis, have been reported over the past two
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weeks. As of June 10, there have been 3,458 cases — more than
in all of 2013.

CBS Los Angeles and KNX 1070 news radio report health
officials say more than 85 percent of those who have
contracted pertussis had preventative shots.

“The vaccine, while it’'s very effective when it’s obtained
following the first year, each year thereafter, the
effectiveness decreases,” said Dr. Wilma Wooten with San Diego
County Health and Human Services. “That’s why we’'re seeing the
infections.”

Read the whole story

Water association hands out
$2,000 1n scholarships

Tahoe Water Suppliers Association has awarded $500 Future of
Water scholarships to four area high school graduates.

The scholarships are available to a student working toward his
or her first undergraduate degree and who is enrolled in a
program related to water resources, environmental science or
the sciences.

The students are selected by the following criteria: an essay
on “Source Water Protection — Why It Matters”, academic
performance including the cumulative grade point average,
relevance of the student’s curriculum to science and
leadership in extracurricular activities.

The 2014 winners are:
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Incline High School — Megan Rachlin
North Tahoe High School — Garret Driller
South Tahoe High School — Kevin Herrara-Iribe

Whittell High School — Tori Ann Jimenez.

Tahoe Vista to host summer
concerts

North Tahoe Regional Park in Tahoe Vista is be the home of a
summer concert series.

The schedule includes:

July 17 - Slightly Stoopid, NOFX, Stephen Marley, and
Fishbone.

July 19 - Bass Camp Festival featuring DJ/Producers
Datsik,Infected Mushroom Live, Candyland, Kill Paris,
MartyParty from PANTyRAID, and Flinch, along with a massive
lineup of regional and local DJs.

Aug. 13 — Rebelution, Iration, The Green, Stick Figure, and DJ]
Mackle.

For tickets, go online.
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EL Dorado County neglects
historical cemeteries

Bottles and a fallen grave marker indicate the rundown nature
of 0ld City Cemetery in Placerville. Photos/Joann Eisenbrandt

Publisher’s note: This is the second of two stories about El
Dorado County’s pioneer cemeteries.

“As you walk through these burial grounds, walk softly,
quietly, and with deep respect. The Pioneer Spirit 1is
sleeping here. The spirit which founded a nation of freedom,
and tamed the west.”

— “Burial Grounds of El Dorado County, 1849-“, Betty C.
Laarveld
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By Joann Eisenbrandt

PLACERVILLE — The foothill regions of El Dorado County and
Placerville have taken visible pride in their roles as ongoing
custodians of the Pioneer Spirit that built them. Preservation
of the historic buildings along Main Street and the elaborate
gabled wooden homes and humble hewn-block blacksmith shops
that line Placerville’s narrow, hilly streets, as well as
pioneer-era structures in the unincorporated areas of ELl
Dorado County outside the city limits, is a priority, and is
carefully regulated and supported by public agencies, private
businesses and nonprofits alike.

But the task of being custodians of the pioneers themselves
has proven to be much more daunting. The problem began with
the Gold Rush emigrants themselves. Recordkeeping for the
early cemeteries was minimal or nonexistent. The grave
markers, where they existed at all, were often made of wood
and simply disintegrated over time.

Camps, roadhouses, and their accompanying small cemeteries
were often abandoned and forgotten. A 1910 fire destroyed all
prior official death records in the El Dorado County
Recorder’s O0ffice, forcing the county to attempt to
reconstruct them from Mountain Democrat obituaries and
articles and pioneer family histories. Vandalism of the
cemeteries with damage or destruction of many grave markers
has been a significant issue even from Gold Rush times.

Today, one city, one county and a variety of nonprofit, church
and historical societies have the maintenance, preservation,
restoration or updating of records of the area’s pioneer
cemeteries as either a part of their legal duties or stated
missions.
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Descendants of the
Celio family are

buried in the
Placerville Union
Cemetery.

Many pioneer cemeteries that have survived almost intact or
have been restored in more recent times by public or private
entities, but many are in the same condition as 0ld City
Cemetery. Looking over the sturdy low wooden fence that lines
its entrance on Chamberlain Street, there are few gravestones
visible. Dating from the 1850s, and designated an historic
landmark in 1983, it stretches from Chamberlain more than two
blocks down a gentle slope to the wire fencing and sharp cliff
overlooking bustling Main Street.

In winter and early spring, luxurious green weeds cover the
grounds and blackberry bushes which tendril around and obscure
the few remaining intact headstones. In summer, before the
yearly brush trimming, tall dry grass full of prickles and
scurrying small creatures crunches under your feet. Broken
shards of white marble and piles of weathered red bricks lie
scattered around; broken or twisted scrollwork iron borders or
cement copings surround the obvious indentations of gravesites
which no longer hold any clue to who is buried there.
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A few gravestones remain intact, but many more are
nonexistent, broken or illegible. Some have been cemented into
the ground to preserve what remains of them. A few empty beer
bottles and colorful crushed tin soda cans lie at the feet of
the pioneers who rest there.

Placerville Union Cemetery has fared much better. Located up a
steep hill on Bee Street several blocks above and north of
Highway 50, the spacious grass-covered cemetery sits 1in a
quiet and shady neighborhood surrounded by streets dotted with
historic homes. Although it had its share of problems, falling
for a time into serious disrepair and suffering some effects
of vandalism, the overall appearance is remarkably peaceful.
Walking across its gentle slopes, outlined by oaks and pines,
reading the inscriptions on tombstones dating back to the
1850s, you could forget just what century you were in.

ELl Dorado County maintains 17 other cemeteries, some small,
some larger, some public and some private. Given the county’s
Cemetery Ordinance’s definition of a cemetery as, “a place
used or intended to be used and dedicated for cemetery
purposes, and in which six or more human bodies are buried,”
undiscovered cemeteries might remain.

According to El Dorado County Cemetery Administrator Bonnie
Wurm, the county 1is now in the process of updating its
Cemetery Ordinance and looking to clearly define the types of
cemeteries, who owns or maintains them and whether or not they
are active, still accepting burials, or inactive and no longer
taking them.

Volunteers at the El Dorado County Historical Museum are also
working to update the records of individual early cemeteries.

The state Health and Safety Code requires all active
cemeteries have current plot maps, accurate recordkeeping of
burials and basic maintenance of the grounds. It gives to
governing bodies of cities or counties the power to further



define the regulation of the public and private cemeteries
they control to "“assure decent and respectful treatment of
human remains, or prevent offensive deterioration of cemetery
grounds, structures, and places of interment.”

In the case of the pioneer cemeteries, poor early
recordkeeping, changes of ownership, spotty or deferred
maintenance and the destruction of grave markers caused by
vandals have complicated the task. Vandalism is not a new
problem. A Mountain Democrat article from Oct. 10, 1858,
laments, “Yesterday, as a gentleman was passing through the
city grave-yard (0ld City Cemetery), he observed the iron
railing around one of the graves had been misplaced by some
means, and upon close examination, discovered that the iron
rods, which had held it together, were removed. The inference
is that some scoundrel has stolen them.”

The problem remains today. A
Mountain Democrat headline from

an Aug. 25 2008 laments
THE BEAUYY AND VALUE OF T LoRD M0 e 10 g ' ' '

REWAM KD BUTLD THE EL BORADD GONNTY WE CHEASE Thour “Vandals knock over tombstones
YOU ARE WELCOME TO VISIT THIS AMD OTHER PRNEER BULL

o GROUNDS F HISTURCAL STUDY, GENELOGEA LR in Placerville Union Cemetery.”
s oo W Thomas Delange, the cemetery’s
DESECRATION OF A CEVETERY I A FELON, Grounds Maintenance supervisor,

i told the reporter, “It’s not

: : just this cemetery, sometimes

it's other cemeteries. But this one — 1lots of the other

cemeteries, the graves stones are missing and the one 1in

Middletown, that one is pretty abused. People hang out there

and drink. They’'ve actually stolen a bunch of the markers.”

Bonnie Wurm confirmed that just a year ago the fountain in the
center of the mausoleum at Placerville Union was stolen. The
large cement pool constructed to catch the gently falling
water sits dry and forlorn.

Over the years, efforts have been made to clean up and to
inventory the records of the area’s many pioneer cemeteries.
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In 1975, Betty Laarveld, a field representative for the El
Dorado County Department of Public Works, was hired to locate
and survey all the burial sites in El Dorado County.
Acknowledging at the outset that, “most of these burial sites
will never be known,” Laarveld used county death records,
cemetery markers, and information from churches, funeral
homes, historical organizations and the descendants of pioneer
families. The results are chronicled in her book “Burial
Grounds of El Dorado County, 1849-."

Laarveld found that few of the active cemeteries had accurate
plot maps, and the smaller private cemeteries, often overseen
by volunteers, did not understand or meet state requirements
for either recordkeeping or maintenance. The report gave a
brief overview of the current condition of each cemetery.
Some, like Pleasant Valley, had fared well. She described it
as, “well maintained and has a picturesque setting on top of a

little hill . . . It is a cemetery the local residents can
take just pride in.” Others not so well. Of Middletown
Cemetery, she wrote, “(it) represents the epitome of

parsimony. The entrance to the cemetery is unsafe .. the grade
of the access road is in such a steep incline that the driver
is unable to see the road ahead of him.”

For several others she noted the continued presence of active
rattlesnake dens.

Her report also included cemetery chains of title, survey maps
of cemetery locations, and a facts and findings section
detailing her recommendations for what needed to be done,
which included setting up uniform maintenance requirements,
assessment reports with photos showing each cemetery’s actual
condition, thorough yearly inspections, and a way to mark
graves for which families could not afford gravestones so they
could be identified in the future. To accomplish this, she
included samples of all the needed forms.

In 1996, the nonprofit El Dorado County Pioneer Cemeteries



Commission was formed, as their website notes, “To identify
pioneer cemeteries in ELl Dorado County, to determine those
which are in crises, to address protection, preservation,
restoration and conservation needs, and work together to
accomplish these tasks.”

They also hoped to monitor development which might impact
pioneer cemeteries, install interpretive signs with the
history of each area and coordinate with area chambers of
commerce to produce materials about the pioneer cemeteries to
encourage public appreciation of the sites and to lobby the
county for the establishment of a cemetery board to provide
protection for pioneer cemeteries and create stiffer penalties
for vandalism and desecration.

In 1996, Lyn Mizell, a member of that group, proposed a
project to the Roots and Gold Dust Genealogical Society of El
Dorado County to be done in conjunction with the 1998
sesquicentennial of the discovery gold. The project would
research and update the inventory of the 0ld City Cemetery.

Mizell described 0ld City at that time as, “a lovely hilltop
setting with many old oaks scattered throughout .. sadly, the
cemetery 1is quite bare of markers. Would estimate only one
quarter to half of the ground has markers, coping or clearly
defined graves. Many of the gravestones are broken. Some
markers were obviously patched years ago and are lying flat
imbedded in concrete slabs.”

Mizell and another group member, Kathy Fleming, walked the
cemetery and plotted the graves, checked county burial
permits, the county library and the 1850 and 1860 Census
records, and compiled it into a report titled, “0ld City
Cemetery—Rector and Chamberlain Streets.”



Flowers are rare.

The report recommended 0ld City be officially closed to
further burials, gravestones cleaned up, broken markers,
ironwork and coping repaired, yearly maintenance initiated,
historic signage added with warnings against vandalism and
nearby homeowners contacted to set up a “Cemetery Watch.”

In 1998, Mizell made a formal proposal to the Placerville City
Council for the restoration of 0ld City Cemetery, including a
cleanup by local Eagle Scouts and monument repair by Roy
Rukhala of Rukhala Monuments, that she would pay for. The
cleanup occurred and the monuments were repaired, but within a
year most of the monuments had again been vandalized.

In 2002, the county’s Cemetery Advisory Committee was created
to, “draw upon the advice and expertise of trained,
knowledgeable, and interested individuals within the local
community.” Led by Bonnie Wurm, they are currently providing
input into the update of the county’s Cemetery Ordinance and
are reviewing the status of the more than 100 entries on the
county’s list of known cemeteries. The task of backtracking
through records to identify chains of title is a slow and
complex.

Between 2002 and 2004, the county contracted with outside
geophysical consultants for the use of ground penetrating
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radar to identify potential unmarked graves, land surveying
services and the preparation of burial maps for Pilot Hill,
Bryant, Camino, El Dorado, Frenchtown, Jayhawk, Uniontown, El
Dorado County Hospital, Shingle Springs, Smith Flat, Dickinson
(in Mosquito), Skinner, Diamond Springs, Spanish Dry Diggings,
Middletown, Fair Play, Mormon Island, and Georgetown Pioneer
cemeteries.

Old City and Uppertown, the two cemeteries owned by
Placerville, have long been inactive. Steve Youel, director of
Community Services for Placerville, noted that there is little
funding to maintain them. Current maintenance consists of a
once-yearly cleanup of brush and hazardous tree trimming,
contracted out this year to the CalFire crew from
Growlersburg.

The city has a Historical Advisory Committee, but it 1is
focused on the preservation of buildings, not cemeteries. As
committee member JoAnne Rogers told Lake Tahoe News, they only
become involved with cemeteries if there is, “any proposed
construction or alterations of buildings within the city
limits that is within 300 feet of a cemetery and which might
alter or change it.”

Views on the level of success in communication and cooperative
efforts between local governmental agencies and the many
nonprofit groups focused on historical preservation varies
depending on who you talk to. Steve Youel said he hasn’t been
approached recently by nonprofit groups or volunteers to
become involved in the maintenance of the city’s two
cemeteries. Bonnie Wurm said she would welcome it if a group
came forward and formed a nonprofit focused on Placerville
Union Cemetery and its 6,700-plus graves.

The close family connections to the pioneer cemeteries that
existed when those who lived here had relatives buried in them
is also much less common.



“New people are moving in,” Marilyn Ferguson, Manager of the
Fountain & Tallman Museum on Main Street and founder of the
nonprofit Heritage Association of El Dorado County, told Lake
Tahoe News. “Many older people are gone, or have died. The new
people have no connection to the cemeteries.”

More information:

Marilyn Ferguson’s nonprofit

Roots & Gold Dust Genealogy Site
Pioneer Cemeteries Commission

El Dorado County Historical Museum
El Dorado County Historical Society

El Dorado County Cemetery Administration

Opinion: Steering toward more
Tahoe bike paths

By Joanne Marchetta

A dream of the future has a way of inspiring people to achieve
seemingly impossible feats. The goal is emblazoned in the
imagination and obstacles are swept aside by an unwavering
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vision. A marquis objective in the effort to make our
communities more walkable and bikeable is a dream many people
in the Lake Tahoe Basin have been working toward for decades -
a single, connected bikeway encircling the entire lake.

By working together we have seen more and more pieces of this
dream take shape. Since 2011, nearly 30 miles of bike trails,
bike lanes, bike routes and sidewalks have been constructed.
Key stretches remain to be completed and while many projects
are in the works, finalizing this dream will take the
steadfast determination and imagination of each of us.

\

Joanne
Marchetta

The massive undertaking of the Stateline-to-Stateline Bikeway
along Lake Tahoe’s East Shore is a prime example. Eventually,
this bikeway will span 30 miles and connect Stateline to
Crystal Bay. A north demonstration project is expected to
begin construction in 2015 to connect Incline Village to Sand
Harbor State Park. This section alone could see more than
2,000 one-way cyclist trips on a peak summer day.

A two-mile south demonstration project from Kahle Drive in
Stateline to Round Hill Pines Beach is already complete. But
between the two are many miles of terrain, stream and road
crossings, and a patchwork of land ownership.

There is no doubt that completing a bikeway around Lake Tahoe
can be done. It will take strong public support and a
collective willingness to overcome the constant challenges of
funding, sometimes slow progress, and seemingly insurmountable
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obstacles.

Are we up to the challenge? Do you share in the dream? You
don’'t have to ride daily to understand the economics of
cycling for an area like ours. Basinwide, cyclists today
contribute an average of $14.1 million annually to the area’s
economy. We are not the only ones to realize this. Completing
a connected bikeway around the lake and improving safety for
bicyclists and pedestrians on our roads and highways will give
us a competitive edge and provide a world-class,
environmentally-friendly recreation amenity that could be as
important as our ski areas.

What residents can do

Public officials need to hear from you. Great ideas are not
automatically a priority. I encourage you to visit your
commission or council regularly, as well as the boards of the
Tahoe Regional Planning Agency and Tahoe Transportation
District, to voice your support. With more than 70 percent of
the land in the basin in federal ownership, letting your
representatives know the importance of this effort is also
essential.

We also need to be creative in the arena of funding. The town
of Truckee recently passed a quarter-cent sales tax measure to
support bike facilities. In Placer County, some transient
occupancy tax, or TOT, is used to build and maintain trails.
Solutions cannot solely be sought through public funding,
however. The donor-supported Tahoe Fund is a creative source
of private funding that is becoming essential to Lake Tahoe
environmental projects.

You can also take part in the Tahoe Bike Challenge. Right now
the annual event is in its second week of activity and the
results are impressive. Last year, participants logged 18,800
miles of bicycle commuting which kept more than 35,000 pounds
of carbon dioxide out of the basin’s air. Behind the



statistics of the Tahoe Bike Challenge is a message to TRPA
and our partner agencies in the basin: we owe it to you to
continue delivering more bike trails, bike lanes and safe
routes to walk. Keep sending that message.

Maintain the momentum

Fortunately, this dream is not starting from scratch. Strong
partnerships have been delivering pieces of this bikeway for
years and progress is still going strong. Other than the
Stateline-to-Stateline projects in Nevada, this year and next
more sections along the West Shore will be complete. The Meeks
Bay Bike Path will link Sugar Pine Point State Park and Meeks
Bay Resort; and a separated shared-use path 1is being
constructed in Homewood to finally close a long-standing gap.

On the South Shore, Caltrans and South Lake Tahoe are
continuing work through the heart of town installing new
sidewalks, bike lanes, bus shelters, lighting, and water
quality improvements. Also, the existing separated path
network in South Lake Tahoe, much of it more than 20 years
old, is undergoing complete rehabilitation.

All of this momentum is progress. Let’s keep the dream alive.

Joanne Marchetta is executive director of the Tahoe Regional
Planning Agency.

Crisis communications
workshop 1in Truckee

Business owners, employers and managers who need the tools to
respond effectively and minimize business disruption during a
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crisis situation are invited to attend Crisis Communications
Training 101, Tactics for Effective Community, News and Social
Media Relations during a Crisis on June 19 from 8am-noon.

It will be at the Cedar House Sports Hotel located at 10918
Brockway Road in Truckee.

Attendees will be taught how to strategically prepare for and
respond appropriately to customers, employees, the community,
social media followers and the media, and avoid pitfalls that
can derail your business strategy and reputation.

Participants will also learn the anatomy of a crisis, tips
used by public relations professionals, and will take away a
template for developing their own crisis communications plan.

The cost to participate is $49 for Sierra Human Resources
Association members, $59 for Truckee Donner Chambers of
Commerce members and $69 for non-members. Beverages and snacks
will be provided at 7:30am.

For more information about the workshop, call Charlotte Hawley
at 530.550.8764.

Snippets about Lake Tahoe

e Mary Dedrick of Dedrick’s Main Street Cheese
in Placerville was a judge for this year'’s
California State Fair cheese competition.

e Truckee will be hosting a memorial for Ron Florian, the
town’s former mayor, on June 21 at 4pm at the town hall.
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e The Tahoe Rotary Yacht Club is sponsoring a fish dinner at
Tahoe Maritime Museum on June 21 starting at 4pm. The $25
tickets benefit the museum. Please RSVP by June 18 to
nhcline@gmail.com or 530.546.4890.

e With Kurt Green retiring, Michelle Risdon will be interim
dean of Instruction at Lake Tahoe Community College.

e Here is this week’s Caltrans roadwork schedule for El
Dorado-Tahoe.

Study: Teens more apt to text
and drive than drink, smoke
and fight

By Mike Stobbe, Washington Post

NEW YORK — American teens are smoking less, drinking less and
fighting less. But they’re texting behind the wheel and
spending a lot of time on video games and computers, according
to the government’s latest study of worrisome behavior.

Generally speaking, the news is good. Most forms of drug use,
weapons use and risky sex have been decreasing since the
government started doing the biennial survey in 1991. Teens
are wearing bicycle helmets and seat belts more, too.

“Overall, young people have more healthy behaviors than they
did 20 years ago,” said Stephanie Zaza, who oversees the
risky-behavior study at the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.
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The results come from a study of 13,000 U.S. high school
students last spring. Participation was voluntary and required
parental permission, but the responses were anonymous.

Read the whole story

Chautauqua performance 1in
Truckee

Truckee’s history will come alive June 27 with the Chautauqua
performance by Cathryn Fairlee playing Virginia Reed Murphy.

It will be at the Veterans Hall at 10214 High St. starting at
7pm.

Cost is $10.

Parking is limited, so carpooling is encouraged.
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