
Developer  lines  up  investor
to  take  over  convention
center
By Kathryn Reed

Randy Lane has an investor to take over the convention center
project in South Lake Tahoe.

“We are still going to be involved, but these other people
will be the face of the project,” said Lane, the main force
behind Lake Tahoe Development Company.

But who the investor is is not being disclosed because no
contracts have been signed. LTDC’s contract with the city
cannot be transferred to a buyer/investor without the City
Council’s approval.
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Lane said the projects the investor has worked on would be
recognizable even if the investor’s name is not.

On Monday at 1pm the council is meeting in closed session.
Notification was sent out at 4:30pm on Friday.

The meeting is to discuss the city’s position on whether the
developer should have his exclusivity rights in bankruptcy
court extended until July 3.

“The investor absolutely weighs in the decision regarding an
extension,” Councilman Hal Cole said.

Cole would not say who the investor is, but said he didn’t
recognize the name of the company.

Zephyr Cove-based Lake Tahoe Development Company has been in
bankruptcy since October. The firm owes creditors $54 million.
The project at the state line was expected to cost more than
$400  million  to  build.  The  council  allowed  demolition  of
existing businesses and concrete to be poured without a final
map filed or financing secured.

A  debtor  has  120  days  to  file  a  reorganization  plan  in
bankruptcy court. That time period ended Feb. 2. At that time
the city said no to Lane’s request for an extension and the
court denied a hearing on the issue.

The need for a special meeting on another extension request is
because the paperwork must be filed in Sacramento on Feb. 16.
But  the  city  has  known  this  date  so  why  the  last-minute
meeting on a holiday when city offices are otherwise closed
raises questions.

Lane has until Feb. 23 to offer rebuttals to any denials,
which are expected by two of the major creditors. The judge
will make a ruling March 2.

“The issue is whether or not we want to extend it for a period
of time to see if he has the financial wherewithal to do it or



let the exclusivity end,” City Attorney Patrick Enright said.

But  not  all  the  council  members  like  how  this  is  being
handled,  nor  understand  the  eleventh-hour  nature  of  doing
business.  Councilman  Bruce  Grego  was  the  only  one  not  to
return phone calls.

“It’s 5:52 in the afternoon (Friday) and I just received a
packet over a half-inch thick and I have to go over it between
now and Monday. This is information I was told I would receive
Wednesday.  I  didn’t  even  receive  a  phone  call  about  it,”
Councilman Jerry Birdwell said. “It’s a Friday on a holiday
weekend  and  they  are  calling  for  a  special  meeting.  They
expect me to go through all of this and digest it and I don’t
even know who these (investors) are. I am not pleased with the
way this has been handled.”

Cole hand delivered the information to Birdwell’s bed and
breakfast.

Cole and former Councilman John Upton are the two who brokered
the deal with the city and developer.

The operating agreement with the city and developer calls for
two hotels, a convention center and retail to be built on a
little more than 11 acres.

What the project may evolve into is unknown.

“We talked a little about the owner participation agreement.
We are still wanting meeting spaces and not a major deviation
in the OPA,” Cole said.

Cole met this week with Lane and a representative of the
potential investor.

“My job is to work something out in the best interest of the
public. My opinion is Hal Cole is not doing that,” Councilman
Bill Crawford said. “Enright promised an email to be sent
Wednesday late afternoon to let the rest of us know what



happened in those meetings. It hasn’t happened.” (This was as
of late Friday afternoon.)

Mayor Kathay Lovell met separately this week with Lane, the
investor’s rep and the two city attorneys.

Lovell said the Feb. 15 meeting is in closed session because
it has to do with potential litigation and nothing to do with
a potential investor, which contradicts what Cole said.

Lovell said if and when the developer formally comes forward
with a desire to modify the agreement or have others take over
the OPA, that meeting would have to be in open session.

But apparently decisions are going to be made Monday regarding
the  largest  redevelopment  project  in  South  Lake  Tahoe’s
history without the public having input or at least being able
to hear the dialogue.

It  would  seem  if  the  council  favors  an  extension  of
exclusivity for LTDC, that it likes the investor who is lined
up since the city has once already said no to an extension.

It’s unknown how much weight the city has in bankruptcy court
because it is not a creditor.

The extension being sought by Lane in court would mean he has
exclusive rights to present a reorganization plan. However,
because the 120 days has passed, it’s possible creditors could
bring plans forward in March. Lane and his investor could
present a plan in March as well.

Another issue facing the project is that permits are set to
expire this year. If that happens, the value of the project to
potential investors diminishes even more.



‘Wall  of  White’  author  to
speak at LTCC
Author Jennifer Woodlief will read from “A Wall of White”
during a Lake Tahoe Community College Writers’ Series event
Feb. 26 at 7pm in the library.

This event is free and open to the community.

If you missed her at the Tahoe Writers Works “Celebration of
Writers Around the Lake,” now is your chance to her read from
her  account  of  the  1982  avalanche  at  Alpine  Meadows  that
claimed seven lives and revealed the spirit of a mountain town
and its people.

Lake Tahoe Community College is at One College Drive, South
Lake Tahoe.

For more information, call (530) 541.4660, ext. 708.

Nevada may poison lake to rid
it of pike
By Jeff Delong, Reno Gazette-Journal

Nearly  three  years  after  California  biologists  poisoned  a
popular Sierra fishing lake to rid it of Northern pike, Nevada
officials are considering doing the same thing at another lake
overrun by the voracious predator.

And if the Nevada Department of Wildlife succeeds in ridding
Comins Lake of pike, the small reservoir south of Ely could
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once again become a trophy trout fishing destination that once
enjoyed worldwide fame.

â€œThe fishing was fabulous. It was probably the best Iâ€™ve
ever  seen,â€�  said  Bob  Marcum,  a  long-time  fisherman  and
angler supplier in Ely.

Read the whole story

STR collecting tires for free
Through June 30, South Tahoe Refuse in South Lake
Tahoe will dispose of used tires on the first and
third Saturdays of each month. This is open to El
Dorado County residents.

The service is provided through a grant from the California
Integrated Waste Management Board.

A limit of nine tires can be recycled per vehicle, none will
be accepted from a business, no rims will be accepted and no
large equipment tires accepted.

For more information, call (530) 542.5105.

MontBleu  saving  money  going
green
MontBleu casino in Stateline received an $80,692 credit as an
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incentive from NV Energy for installing an energy efficient
lighting  system  throughout  the  property  that  will  save
$200,000 annually on lighting expenses.

The six-month light system overhaul was completed in January.

MontBleu saw a return on investment within four months of
installing energy efficient lighting throughout the casino,
hotel, and parking garage.

MontBleu is researching converting its hot water pumps to run
on frequency drives which will regulate heat throughout the
property and will reduce usage by 40 percent.

Upcoming efforts include plans to reduce toilet water tank and
faucet  waste;  collecting  used  vegetable  oil  to  produce
biodiesel;  conversion  of  company  vehicles  to  biodiesel;
implementing  bike-to-work  days  and  recycling  ink  jet/toner
cartridges.

Bowls  of  chili  benefit
Soroptimist
Enjoy chili for $1 to support Soroptimist International of
Tahoe Sierra on Feb. 18 from 5-10pm. All of this is at Coyote
Grill in Round Hill by the Safeway.
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Reggae Mondaze at Divided Sky
Reggae Mondaze at Divided Sky in Meyers on Feb. 15 starting at
9:30pm.

Tahoe  Douglas  Rotary  St.
Patrick’s Day
The  42nd  Annual  Tahoe  Douglas  Rotary  St.  Patrick’s  Day
Celebration is March 13 at Harrah’s Lake Tahoe. Tickets are
$60.

Cook working through pain to
be ready for Olympic action
By USSA

Two-time Olympian Stacey Cook (Mammoth Mountain, CA) is in
good spirits following a downhill training crash that left her
bruised, but without major injury Thursday.

“It’s not the ideal way to start the Olympics, but I’ve just
got to keep fighting,” said Cook. “I hear I’m lucky, so I’ve
just got to keep that luck going. We’ll start some therapy,
but I’m going to be ready. I’ll be back out there.”

Cook, who raced second, was flying down the upper portion of
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the  Franz’s  downhill  slope  when  she  caught  more  air  than
expected off the top jump, causing her to fly much farther
than expected.

“My left leg, above my knee, my quad, my hip flexors, my neck
and my back are just really sore, but it’s all muscle,” she
said. “I can work through that.”

The first medal event for U.S. women is Sunday with super
combined slated to begin at 10am. local time.

Lake Tahoe ski report, Feb.
12

Should be a good day to be on the slopes before the
holiday weekend. Here is the ski report from Curtis
Fong, the Guy from Tahoe.
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