Angora thinning project gives
vets chance to learn job
skills

By Kathryn Reed

Chain saws hum. The thud of a tree crashing to the ground
reverberates through the mountain air. Young men chatter above
the noise.

A group of out of place spectators in hardhats watches the
work as though this is something unique in the forest adjacent
to houses in Lake Tahoe.

And in some ways it is.

On Wednesday, nine U.S. military veterans were part of the
crew felling trees killed from the 2007 Angora Fire, piling
them in teepee-like formations with the idea they could be
burned this fall. (At times 19 veterans have been working in
the burn area.)

A $1.5 million pilot program between the U.S. Forest Service
and California Conservation Corps called Veterans Green Corps
is giving veterans the opportunity to learn a skill and
potentially be hired by the federal agency. Vets receive
priority-hiring status as long as they have the necessary
skills.
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“It’s not only a good thing to do, it’s the right thing to
do,” Randy Moore, USFS Pacific Southwest regional forester,
said.

He was in South Lake Tahoe on Aug. 31 to witness the work
firsthand.

Besides the Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit, the Cleveland
and Sierra national forests are part of the pilot.

A certain level of maturity not often seen in fresh CCC
recruits is the noticeable difference with the military guys.

“In some ways it’s easier,” Mike Asprey with the South Shore
CCC group said of the vets. “The military taught them how to
follow instructions. They were already taught how to work
hard.”

Their work involves thinning by hand 40 acres of the 3,000-
plus acres that were burned in the Angora Fire. On this day
they are working on the ridge in the Tahoe Mountain area where
firefighters made a valiant stand to keep the fire from
consuming homes in the Angora Highlands.

Another difference, though, is none of the military gquys 1is
from the mountains — so they need a little educating about the
woods.

Only dead trees are being taken out — and none is more than 20
inches in diameter per the USFS prescription.



Gabe Foster of
the USFS,
left, watches
veteran John
Gallagher on
Aug. 31 fell a
tree.

Victor Uriz, a conservation supervisor with the CCC, is on
hand. He talks about the hard work that is going on. He
doesn’t dwell on the fact that over the ridge on Mule Deer
Drive is the house he rebuilt — his being one of the 254 that
was lost four years ago when a smoldering campfire reignited
into what is now known as the Angora Fire.

One of those working is John Gallagher, 26, of Redding. He
spent 10 months with the Army in Iraq. He'’s appreciative of
this opportunity, he says with a chain saw slung over his
shoulder. He’'s hoping this experience will lead to being hired
on as a hotshot with the Forest Service.

While on this assignment, the military crew is staying at the
CCC barracks in Meyers.

Besides training in tree felling/thinning, the military guys
also have gone through fire training. Some have been working
prescribed burns in the basin.

Mostly it’'s white fir and Jeffery pine being taken out. The
project started three weeks ago, is 50 percent complete and
should wrap up by the end of the month.
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Writers from around the lake
to congregate in Meyers

Kim Wyatt from Bona Fide Books is hosting a meet and greet for
the North and South Shore writing groups at Bona Fide Books in
Meyers.

This will be an opportunity to network with writers from
around the lake.

Bring a dish to share and something to drink.
Pass this invitation along to people in your writing groups.

It is Sept. 30 from 6-9pm at Bona Fide Books, 1069 Magua St.,
No. 4, Meyers. This is behind the Getaway Cafe.

Opinion: Vail’s tentacles
spreading throughout Tahoe

To the community,

For folks interested in Vail, Heavenly'’s parent, as a business
organization and employer, I suggest reading the book “Down
Hill Slide.”

Vail has a long reach in the ski world and real estate.
Presently, Vail is the big toe in the Tahoe basin ski industry
controlling Northstar and Heavenly. Also, recently Heavenly
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bought a vacation home rental business. And Heavenly 1is
spending big money around in the community. Money opens doors
and influences decision-making, which isn’t news. Heavenly
attempted to get the Sports LTD building out of the hands of
the present leaseholder. This time they failed.

Bill Crawford

And a large number of us believe Vail has direct access to
city government via the city manager’s office because of the
city manager’s long association with Vail in Beaver Creek.

So what'’s the point? From here it appears the city manager 1is
attempting to grind the city into dust, to a disabled vapor.
His mantra is city employees are by and large incapable
bureaucrats. His downsizing is crippling public services. He
is making sure of that.

So where does this lead? The city will be at the mercy of the
private powers that be. They’ll be fiddling and calling the
tunes. The citizens at the ballot box will be the losers, if
they'’re not already.

The name of the game isn’t democracy, by plutocracy.

Thus, the down hill slide is on a slippery slope. And we're
already in the hole.

Bill Crawford, South Lake Tahoe
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Toccata performance in honor
of 9/11 anniversary

Tahoe Symphony Orchestra and Chorus (Toccata) commemorates the
10th anniversary of the 9/11 tragedy with a concert series
that features famed violinist Elizabeth Pitcairn performing
Mozart’s Concerto for Violin No. 3 in G Major on the legendary
Red Stradivarius

Violin. The program concludes with Beethoven’s Symphony No. 9.
Performances are:

Sept. 11 at 3:30pm at St. Theresa Catholic Church in South
Lake Tahoe

Sept. 13 at 7:30pm at St. Thomas Aquinas Cathedral in Reno
Sept. 16 at 7pm at Trinity Episcopal Church in Reno

Sept. 17 at 3pm at the North Tahoe Events Center in Kings
Beach.

Tickets are $30 adults, $25 seniors, (62 and up), and $5
students. Preferred seating is available for $40 and can be
reserved online.

Tickets may be purchased in advance by credit card online or
at the door by cash or check. For more information, call (775)
313.9697.
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Firewood not available 1in
Lake Tahoe Nevada State Park

The 2011 wood-permit sale for Lake Tahoe Nevada State Park is
canceled due to a lack of corded wood.

“The few cords we do have are just not accessible at this
point,” Jay Howard, park supervisor, said in a press release.
“Crews will continue to work to make more wood available so we
can be ready for a sale next year.”

This cancellation is for Lake Tahoe Nevada State Park only and
its backcountry areas such as Spooner Lake, Hobart Lake and
Van Sickle near Stateline.

Other agencies, such as the U.S. Forest Service or Bureau of
Land Management, may have wood permits available.

Contact the park directly at (775) 831.0494 with any
questions.

9/11: Still coping with
losing airline friends as
nation grieves for others who
died

Publisher’s note: This is one in a 12-part series running from
Sept. 1-12 about how Lake Tahoe is tied to 9/11.

By Cindy Trigg
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Sept. 11, 2001, is seared in the minds of all Americans who
are old enough to remember. Often it is said that we remember
where we were when it happened. Like when Kennedy was shot,
when the shuttle exploded, we will never forget.

As part of the American Airline family as a flight attendant
and my husband a pilot, both based in New York when it
occurred, it 1is hard to not to forget, especially as the
anniversary comes around. Just as it is hard not to forget our
colleagues, although when we remember that day as a nation
it’s hard not to feel like our colleagues are not remembered.
There 1is no ill will at all toward the accolades that the
first responders receive every year at this time; sometimes I
just hope to hear someone say the crews’ families are also in
the nations prayers.

There are interviews with passengers’ surviving relatives,
with first responders’ relatives, with the relatives of the
innocent victims in and around the WTC, but barely a whisper
about the airline crews. My dear colleagues, flight attendants
and pilots, my thoughts and prayers are with your families. I
pray they have peace of mind. Always remember your family
members are heroes.

BUT NOT FORG

g-11-01

From Sept.
1-12, Lake
Tahoe News 1is
looking at
9/11.

People forget that flight attendants are the first line of
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defense in a hijacking, and today even more so. The pilots are
now locked into the cockpit with a steel door and they tell
you, you are on your own, the door cannot be opened, a
crewmember will not come out.

Some of you might have heard of Betty Ong. She was one of the
two flight attendants who made phone calls to the southern
reservation desk who in turn reached SOC, security at American
Airlines. She was able to calmly explain to the reservation
supervisor what was happening. She gave them the passenger
seat numbers of the men who went into the cockpit, gave them
the seat number of the passenger who had had his throat
slashed, and was able to let them know that one flight
attendant, the purser, had been stabbed and was dying and
another had been stabbed but was more stable.

Reservations wanted to know if they had called for a doctor.

The remaining flight attendants had moved the balance of first
class passengers into coach because what was believed to be
mace had been sprayed in the first class cabin. Then flight
attendants were comforting the passengers and bringing those
who needed something to drink a drink. There was no panic.
They did their job and did it well even as one of their
colleagues lay dying and another lay injured.

These were the flight attendants on Flight 11, the first
aircraft to hit the Twin Towers. These flight attendants were
able make sure the central reservation agency knew and
confirmed they had been hijacked. Both flight attendants were
on the phone with the ground when the aircraft hit; this after
being on the phone with the ground for half an hour.

At the end, the flight attendant could be heard saying “we’re
too low, we’'re too low” and in the recording you can hear the
people on the ground asking if they were still there after the
aircraft hit the tower. This was 30 minutes prior to the
second aircraft hitting the second Twin Tower. In reality it



was almost one hour from the first call until the second
aircraft hit. How could it be possible for anyone to remotely
consider the first aircraft to be a small aircraft or an
accident?

Of course there were three more aircraft that went down that
day. Betty and her fellow crewmembers were the heroes who
stayed calm, did their jobs and made the calls to allow the
system to start working to get the rest of the aircraft out of
the air. No one really knows what else was planned that
morning because cockpit crews all over the United States could
be told to keep their doors closed and land immediately. Other
aircraft were not able to take off. These people deserve to be
mentioned and thanked during every ceremony and commemorative
activity that the first responders received.

Getting the call

Having been awakened by the phone ringing at 6:15am, I
answered and heard the distraught voice asking, “Where’s
Bill?” — all I recall is asking, “What’s wrong, what’s wrong?”
while he kept asking, “Where’s Bill?” Here, I handed my
husband the phone.

“Turn on the TV!” I must not have been moving quickly enough
because he repeated it rather quickly and more harsh than I
was used to. Together we sat there and watched with the rest
of America as the second aircraft slammed into the second
tower of WTC.

Bill and Cindy
in 1999
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OQur first thought was of course was it an American Airlines
aircraft with our crew and colleagues aboard. Sadly, we
learned in a very few minutes in fact the first of the
aircraft indeed was one of our own.

It is beyond comprehension that anyone in our government,
especially our president, could have mistaken the first plane
as a small aircraft or a “not a very good pilot” as was later
reported. As I am recalling in memory of my colleagues I will
not voice my political opinions, however I cannot leave out
what all of America learned later. President George W. Bush
was given a briefing on Aug. 6 that Osama bin Laden determined
to strike in America. Later on there was confirmation that
some of the chatter had indicated a hijacking. The response by
Condoleezza Rice that “we thought it was only a conventional
hijacking” can lead one to think that there is no value to the
lives of our crew or our passengers. Only a conventional
hijacking? If that were the case, where was heightened
security that was implemented prior to the eve of 2000.

Bill went back to New York the first day the flying ban was
lifted. That had to be one of the most fearful days I can
recall. I think of the flight attendants who had to work in
those early days after 911. There were opportunities to ask
for the time off, but there would be no paycheck. Most flight
attendants scheduled to fly did not have much of a choice if
they were supporting a family. Those were heroic crewmembers.

Actually, today is no different; they are the first line of
defense. My flight attendant friends say they don’t think
about it unless something big happens in the Middle East,
which is all too often.

Going to New York

We went to New York together about five months after the
tragedy. It seemed like it was miles long, the fence that held
pictures of victims, hats, memorials. What you could see of



Ground Zero was devastating as it was three years later when I
took three seniors from Whittell High School to New York for
the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade. We stayed near Ground Zero
the first day. They gathered items and notes from the
community to take with them and today it is in the small
museum that stands at the St. Paul Chapel of the Trinity
Church. From everything they received they rotate the items
from around the world to acknowledge the brave and fallen.
When Bill and I were there five months after the attacks,
there were still the piles of ash on the grounds of the chapel
cemetery. Some piles were so high it covered the head stones.

Ground Zero-
New York City.
Photos/Cindy
Trigg

Interestingly, as close as the chapel was to Ground Zero not
one piece of glass broke in the chapel. The large oak in the
back entering the cemetery split in half and was the only
thing on the chapel ground that was destroyed. Going back with
the cheerleaders we were given a tour with the docent of the
chapel. The pews in the chapel were scratched and damaged,
they were going to repair them but thought it was better to
leave them be as a historical marker. This is where the first
responders came in and literally collapsed for moments at a
time to rest. Their equipment that they wore and did not even
take off is what damaged the pews. The special area and chair
that President George Washington sat in for his inaugural
church service was used for the first responders to sit in to
soak and relax their feet. Some of their boots were melting to
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their feet because of the heat from Ground Zero
Tragedy continues

As it turned out, after 25 years of working as a flight
attendant I never returned to American Airlines as a
crewmember. At the time of 911 I was on a leave of absence for
an injury sustained on the aircraft. I was conflicted on
whether I wished to work again in that capacity, not because
of fear, but because of my son. His dad had passed away the
year before. Two months later, practically to the day,
American Airlines experienced another disaster — the crash of
an American Airlines AirBus 300 over New York on Nov. 12,
2001.

This was the type of aircraft my husband was flying at the
time. All aircraft have tail numbers that help identify the
aircraft and it’s always on the paper work. My husband had
flown the aircraft that crashed on Monday morning two days
earlier, on Saturday. Now, it really hit close to home. The
morning of the second crash the same friend called again,
“Where’s Bill, where’s Bill?” at 6:15 in the morning. Bill was
in New York and I had spoken with him the night before, but it
was already after 9:15 and not being quite awake it was a bit
confusing.

Again Dave was saying turn on the TV. I was able to let him
know right away that Bill was spending his day off in New York
and that he was OK. Unfortunately, my husband was standing
outside of the terminal and was able to see the plume of black
smoke that suddenly came off the horizon. Briefly he hoped it
was a fuel storage tank, which if you have flown out of JFK,
you can see the maze of those fuel storage tanks. He said the
minute he walked back inside the terminal he knew. He went to
operations and as soon as the elevator door opened he knew it
was an American Aircraft from the sound of the crying and the
exclamations of disbelief. And then he found out that one of
the best co-pilots on the “Bus” was working the flight. He had



had a chance to see them that morning before they went to the
aircraft and he got ready to go to the hotel.

Cindy Trigg,
kneeling, and
Whittel
cheerleaders
with New York
firefighters.

The phone rang all day. After calling Bill’s daughter, mother
and my mother and father I reset my answering machine with an
out going message, “Thank you for calling, Bill is safe, leave
a message.”

It was so much more difficult because we were not together. We
spoke often that day, but it was like we were all on hold, the
speculation if it was another terrorist attack was rampant. It
was the last thing the airline industry needed, the grief of
so many families, families that were affected or killed on the
ground that were first responders in the WTC attack, the worry
of another attack, the delicate scab being ripped from the
heart of so many who new what the pain was all about and
another group of 11 colleagues as well as passengers.

Trying to cope

It is so hard not to be morbid at times. When you know what it
feels like to be frightened by something you hear or feel the
airplane do that you are not used to, you know how it feels to
try and get out of that jump seat to peek out of that little
bitty window and then everything is OK except when it is not.
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It is too easy to put yourself in the same position. There is
only one place for a particular flight attendant to sit, same
closet in front of you, same galley across from you, same
first class or coach seat that you can see or not see. There
are no variables, you always know where and what your
colleagues were doing when you find out who was on the flight
and what position they were working.

I thought 911 would be the worst I would ever see in the
airline industry and I hope to God that it is. Over the 25
active years of working, there were probably more air
disasters than I can think of. My first year there was the
DC-10 on Memorial Day weekend in Chicago, Flight 191. The
airlines usually retire a flight number when it has been in a
disaster. There was the Delta flight in DFW, another 191, an
American flight in Arkansas with a Check Airman, and who can
forget the TWA incident that happened over the Atlantic just
after take off from New York. These are just a few, and it is
when it happens right after take-off or before landing that
chills you because that is where we are always in the same
positions.

In reality, when you take into consideration all those people
who have died on our roads, it is a safe career. It 1is
sensationalized and we see the pictures on TV over and over
again. For that very reason, I could not see myself going back
to working in the cabin until my son was older.

There are so many stories to tell about how wonderful this
group of workers is. I will tell you one. There is a couple
who fly international out of Chicago, they used fly out of Los
Angeles. I remember flying many times with Ernie. They always
flew in and out of Frankfurt to Chicago. During the early
years of the Irag war when our soldiers were being deployed
and they started coming home for the first time, Ernie and his
wife would bring a fresh roll of grass sod with them on their
trip, haul it to the hotel. This 1is by no means a light item
and they would bring it individually if they were flying by



themselves. Haul it back to the aircraft for the return flight
to Chicago. The agents would always let the military men and
women board first. They would walk down the jet bridge and
Ernie or his wife would have rolled out the sod from the jet
bridge to the inside of the aircraft and they would welcome
them back to American soil. I cannot tell you the stories we
heard about those military men and women getting down to kiss
that soil, the tears, the emotion. The agents always waited
for the flight attendants to let them know they were now ready
for the other passengers making sure the tears were dry and
that roll of sod was now in the hands of the military men and
women.

There was the crew I flew with that I will never forget when
we were flying to London and Princess Diana died. We were
there four days from that Sunday morning when the headlines
broke until the day of her funeral. We were there with the
ground crews and flight op people from London when Elton John
sang and for the moment of silence. We stay at the Forum Hotel
in London, which is literally right down the street from
Kensington Palace. How do you forget the people you spent
those kinds of days with?

Healing process

Such conflicting emotions. Do I write about the drama and the
tears? But then we are so lucky to have been touched in such a
minimal way? 9/11 was shocking, shocking to all America.

#?.?_j
People who
died and were
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involved in
9/11 came from
far and near.

I still fly, travel, encourage my son to travel and travel
with my family. I always pray that we are safe.

It is really funny a lot of times, in fact most of the time we
speak about the aircraft in terms of “she”. It’'s hard to
explain, like when the crash in AK happened, watching the
pictures on TV of the aircraft it was so personal. Maybe it
would be the same if the building you worked in caught fire
and all you could see was the shell. I still look at an
airplane taking off and it’s hard to believe you can make a
living in that skinny silver tube. Watching Air Force One
taking off in Reno I just automatically think to myself, “OK
girl, climb, climb, climb.” It is still so remarkable to me.

One thing I do know for sure, I would not trade my years as a
flight attendant. I loved my career and colleagues; in fact I
married one, my husband, who is still a captain with American
Airlines.

When speaking about our crews it’s hard to give you an example
of how we all treated each other as family. Charles Burlingame
was the captain of American Flight 77 that went into the
Pentagon. Before I had been on leave I was commuting from to
New York from Reno usually through LA. Capt. Charles “Chick”
Burlingame was one of the last pilots I flew with. On one
occasion my husband and I both commuted home with him as
captain. The last time I flew with him he allowed me to sit in
the cockpit for take off and landing because there were no
more seats. This was definitely not OK, but that was how
things were before 9/11. The crews took care of each other.

Other crewmembers were family, and the cockpit crews were
especially nice to those of us who were living with or married
to a pilot. That was another thing, I refer to Bill as my



husband throughout the story but we did not get married until
March 2002. We decided to get married after 9/11 and the crash
in New York in November. We had been together for 13 years,
had accumulated some real estate and had other investments. We
did not want our families to have to sort things out if
anything happened. I tease and tell him I finally decided to
say yes, actually he was the one who finally relented. It's
hard to explain why we finally actually got married. Of course
we had loved each other for many years, but each having our
own children it did not seem necessary. There was a sense of
wanting to know that we were together, wanting to know there
was an “ever after.”

The crash in New York was too close to home and the
realization hit hard that it is quite possible that it could
be our own loved ones. The odds go up when you do it for a
living, but you really never think about it, at least not
before 9/11 or the crash on Nov. 12.

Since 9/11, when I fly standby, which is the only way I fly, I
do not get the least upset about missing a flight or getting
bumped. If I belong on the flight, I will get on, if not, grab
a good book and wait for the next flight. If I get home, I get
home. If I have to spend the night, I spend the night even if
it means sleeping in the airport, which is really not so bad
with a good book and a big coat.

I was very proud of the job we did and I still miss it every
day. And I was never as proud as I was of my colleagues as I
was on 9/11. I always knew we were trained well and always
knew they would do their best under the most extreme
conditions. Unfortunately, they had an opportunity to prove me
right.

Please remember these heroes when we commemorate the 10-year
anniversary. If you’re traveling at that time, let your
crewmembers know their friends were heroes, too.



Cindy Trigg lives with her husband, Bill, in Stateline.

West Nile confirmed 1in E1
Dorado County bird

By Cathy Locke, Sacramento Bee

EL Dorado County officials today received confirmation that a
bird found in the county has tested positive for West Nile
virus.

The bird, a swallow, was found Aug. 22 south of the town of El
Dorado and is the first bird to test positive for the virus
this year, according to a news release from the Environmental
Management and Health Services departments. No human cases
have been reported in the county this year.

“Confirmation of our first West Nile virus positive birds
means the virus is circulating in the community and there is a
heightened risk of infection in humans,” Fred Sanford,
supervising environmental health specialist with the
Environmental Management Department, said in a written
statement.

Officials urge residents to take precautions to protect
themselves against mosquito bites.

Mosquito surveillance programs in the county include trapping
and testing mosquitoes, reporting neglected swimming pools and
reporting and testing dead birds and tree squirrels. The
Health Services Department also has instituted human
surveillance activities, and physicians are encouraged to test
human cases of viral meningitis and encephalitis for West Nile
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virus.

Read the whole story

Chamber mixer on North Shore

The Resort at Squaw Creek will host a joint North Lake Tahoe
Chamber of Commerce and Truckee Donner Chamber of Commerce
Holiday Showcase Chamber Mixer on Sept. 8 from 5-7pm at their
property located at 400 Squaw Creek Road in Olympic Valley.

For more information about the mixer, contact Kym Fabel at
(530) 581.8764 or kym@puretahoenorth.com.

Nonprofit helps fledgling
businesses survive

By Darrell Smith, Sacramento Bee

Starting a business in a recession is tough. Keeping it on
course in a rough economy is even more of a challenge.

Volunteer business counselors from the nonprofit organization
SCORE see the challenges Sacramento-area business owners face
as they reach the two-year mark.

Seven of 10 new firms survive at least two years, but just
half stay open at least five years, according to the U.S.
Small Business Administration. Now SCORE is 1launching a
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program aimed at business owners looking to grow and expand
during that critical time.

n

Titled “Becoming a Well-Run Business,” the first six-week
class begins at 7am Sept. 7 at Maidu Branch Library, 1530
Maidu Drive in Roseville. It’s the first site in a trio of
Sacramento-area locations that will host the classes.

Plans are to launch similar classes in El Dorado County in
January and Sacramento County in March, said SCORE counselor
Bill Duthler, who will teach the classes with fellow counselor
Jack Mayfield.

Read the whole story

Complaint against Kings Beach
improvement project dismissed

The Federal Highway Administration dismissed a complaint
against the Kings Beach Commercial Core Improvement Project.

“The agency’s ruling is important, because it removes a cloud
hanging over a project that is vital to the future of Kings
Beach,” Supervisor Jennifer Montgomery said in a statement.
“We knew the complaint was without merit, and were glad to see
the Federal Highway Administration agree with us.”

The project’s goals include improving Lake Tahoe’'s clarity by
reducing stormwater runoff; providing better, safer pedestrian
and bicycle access; and enhancing the character of the
community’s business district. The project will revitalize a
1.1-mile section of Highway 28 through the heart of Kings
Beach.
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Work on the first phase of the project began this summer. The
first phase is focused on the installation of traffic circles,
speed humps and other neighborhood traffic-calming
improvements that the community has supported strongly.

Filed by the California League of United Latin American
Citizens, the complaint alleged the project would have a
negative impact on the community’s Hispanic residents,
particularly those who live in and near the project area.



