
Polluted  water  not  stopping
EDC road project
Publisher’s  note:  This  is  the  second  of  two  stories
investigating the toxic storm water runoff on the West Slope
of El Dorado County.

By Joann Eisenbrandt

A  major  El  Dorado  County  roads  project  slated  to  begin
construction in spring 2017 has raised additional concerns as
well as questions about what actually remains of the Diamond
Lime Plant underneath the material recovery facility (MRF) and
whether it, too, is a source of toxic storm water runoff.

The  Diamond  Springs  Parkway  (DSP)  project  is  a  county
Transportation division roads project that was envisioned in
the county’s 2004 General Plan. It has been in the works for
even longer.

Its  stated  goal  is  to  improve  traffic  circulation  along
Pleasant Valley and Missouri Flat roads north of the town of
Diamond Springs. It includes the widening of Highway 49 from
Bradley Drive south of Placerville to its intersection with
Pleasant Valley Road in Diamond Springs. It also includes the
construction  of  a  four-lane  connector  road—Diamond  Springs
Parkway—between Missouri Flat Road and Highway 49. This road
will border the property owned by Michael Lindeman.

The  project  will  take  place  in  two  phases.  Phase  1A  is
scheduled to begin in spring 2017 and includes the widening of
Highway 49, the addition of sidewalks and improved access to
bordering  properties  and  realignment  of  Highway  49’s
intersection with Pleasant Valley Road in Diamond Springs.
Phase 1B, the construction of Diamond Springs Parkway, will
not happen sooner than 2021.
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Concerns have been voiced that the soil disturbances that will
come  with  the  project  could  escalate  problems  with  the
unmitigated toxic remnants of the Diamond Lime Plant.

The alkalinity of storm water in areas of Placerville is
nearly off the charts. Photo/Provided

A history of toxic storm water runoff

Hazardous storm water runoff along the El Dorado Trail that
runs  between  Missouri  Flat  Road  and  Highway  49  near
Placerville on the county’s West Slope has been a concern for
years. The runoff has impacted this popular walking and biking
trail as well as the tributaries bordering it that lead to
Weber Creek and eventually to the American River. Numerous
tests have shown the runoff to be strongly alkaline with high
pH levels. Properties adjoining the trail were the former site
of the Diamond Lime Plant which processed limestone for a
variety of industrial uses. One of the properties is owned by



Lindeman and the other, owned by Waste Connections, is the
site of the material recovery facility (MRF).

The  Lindeman  property  has  been  the  main  focus  of
investigations and citations by state and county agencies. It
has been identified in reports as the source of the toxic
runoff  from  past  lime  processing  activities.  Despite
investigations by state and county agencies, the problem has
not been fully abated. The beginning of this season’s rainy
season in October and the storm water runoff that has come
with it brings new concerns.

A road runs through it

An  environmental  impact  report  (EIR)  required  by  the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) was prepared to
identify potential impacts to the environment from the parkway
project  and  propose  mitigation  measures  and  mitigation
monitoring plans which would reduce them to insignificance. It
was approved by the El Dorado County Board of Supervisors in
2011.

The project also required an environmental site assessment
(ESA).  The  Phase  1  ESA  was  done  in  2009.  The  ESA  is  a
necessary precursor before the county acquires property or
rights-of-way and identifies any issues on the property that
would affect its value. If the Phase I ESA finds that the site
has significant issues, then a Phase II ESA is also prepared
with  remediation  of  the  problems  to  take  place  before
construction  begins.

According to Dustin Harrington, senior civil engineer with the
Transportation division of the county’s Community Development
Agency and DSP project manager, “No recognized environmental
conditions or hazardous materials have been found within the
footprint for the DSP’s Phase 1A. It’s all clean dirt.”

But because the original Phase I ESA was done so long ago, it
requires a review to account for changes that have taken place



in the interim. Harrington said that it is being reviewed as
part of the Phase II ESA which is being prepared for Phase 1B
of the parkway project, but he doesn’t anticipate that this
review will lead to the need for a Phase II ESA for the first
part of the project that begins next spring.

After multiple days of rain in October, a tributary that
drains into Weber Creek contains caustic lime sediment.
Photo/Provided

What the grand jury said

The 2013-14 grand jury report included a response to a citizen
complaint  regarding  the  illegal  grading  on  the  Lindeman
property in 2012 done without a county grading permit and the
failure to notify state Fish and Wildlife as required by their
code. Among its recommendations was that the county review the
wisdom  of  spending  public  money  for  the  Diamond  Parkway
Project given what it termed “environmental concerns.”



The county responded that it is “spending ‘public monies’ to
construct the Diamond Springs Parkway which has benefits for a
wide range of county residents,” adding that the preparation
of the EIR and ESA and the mitigation measures that come with
them will resolve any environmental issues.

Some have said that the extent of the hazards from the toxic
materials used at the Diamond Lime Plant have not been fully
explored because of the financial benefits to the county and
developers of both the Diamond Dorado and Diamond Springs
Parkway projects. Finding out what’s really under there could
jeopardize such projects or make them prohibitively expensive
to construct.

Follow the money

George Turnboo, a member of the county’s Solid Waste Advisory
board, has been involved with the toxic storm water runoff
issue along the El Dorado Trail for years. He first became
aware of it in 2014 when he was told by boys who had been
playing  in  Weber  Creek  that  they’d  gotten  burned.  He  has
continued to speak about it ever since at town hall meetings,
Solid Waste Advisory Committee meetings and before the Board
of Supervisors. He and other local residents have reported the
spills  to  state  and  county  agencies,  but  believe  their
concerns have been largely ignored.

“They are downplaying it because they want the Diamond Springs
Parkway project to go through no matter what. You have to look
at past and present supervisors. It’s all tied together,”
Turnboo told Lake Tahoe News. “The old saying is true, ‘follow
the money’.”

Similar concerns were raised in 2011 when the board approved
the  Parkway’s  EIR.  Dave  Gutierrez  of  True  Value  Hardware
commented on the document, “This design is intended for one
thing in mind and that’s for more development on the new
parkway  not  to  make  traffic  move  faster  through  Diamond



Springs. It looks to me, and many others, that DOT has fallen
into the same pattern as our federal and state government and
caters to special interest groups, such as developers in this
situation.”

El Dorado County’s Solid Waste Advisory board member George
Turnboo  finds  the  storm  water  runoff  to  be  caustic  in
January. Photo/Provided

Testing, testing, testing

The Phase II Environmental Site Assessment for Phase 1B of the
parkway project is just beginning. According to Harrington,
soil samples have been taken from the locations designated in
the ESA’s work plan. This work plan was created with input
from other county agencies as well as the approval of the
state Water Board. The exploratory field work is in progress
now  and  will  wrap  up  sometime  this  month,  with  a  report
expected in December.



Sites for testing were selected based on site reconnaissance,
the researching of old records and maps of the Diamond Mine
Plant and interviews of those with knowledge of the area’s
history. Leonard Bartley, former vice president of operations
for the Diamond Lime Plant, indicated that he had been called
by Youngdahl Consulting, the firm doing the testing, and had
shared his firsthand knowledge of the site with them.

Site  testing  includes  varying  degrees  of  exploration  from
surface samples to trenches to the boring of deep holes. No
lab tests of the samples have been completed.

Asked about whether storm water runoff was being tested as
part of the process, Harrington said that a very small amount
of  such  testing  had  been  done  but  that  the  Storm  Water
division is “the first line of defense” with regard to toxic
storm water runoff. The Transportation Department’s main focus
is on what is beneath the soil. He added that both county
agencies are under the jurisdiction of the Water Board and
ultimately answer to it as the “larger arm of authority.” No
moving of dirt or excavating has taken place yet for Phase 1A
of the Diamond Springs Parkway project.

The  local  division  of  the  state  Water  Board,  the  Central
Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board, administers the
provisions of the federal Clean Water Act and requirements
regarding storm water discharge and water quality associated
with it on the county’s West Slope.

What about the MRF?

While the Lindeman property has been repeatedly identified and
scrutinized as a source of hazardous runoff, the material
recovery facility (MRF), also part of the Diamond Lime Plant
site, has not. Some say it is time to find out if the MRF,
owned by Waste Connections, may also be a source of the toxic
storm water discharges.

Harrington indicated that no soil testing was being done on



the MRF property as part of preparations for construction of
the Diamond Springs Parkway project because of its distance
from the project footprint. He said that the testing being
done for the project is thorough and adequate, but added that,
“The issue right now is that we’re not quite sure of the
extent of where the (toxic) materials are and what kind they
are.”

Lake Tahoe News asked Walter Floyd, engineering geologist with
the state Water Board, in early summer 2016 if his agency had
considered investigating the possibility that toxic runoff was
coming from the MRF site. At that point, they had not, but on
a June visit to the Lindeman property, Floyd measured the soil
pH levels in two locations where the Lindeman property abuts
the MRF property. On an exposed hillside adjacent to the MRF
the pH was nearly neutral, while in a pit by the MRF it was
strongly alkaline.

The pH (potential hydrogen) scale measures the acidity or
alkalinity of a solution. It goes from 0 to 14. A reading of 7
is neutral, as would be found in distilled water. More than 7
is alkaline (a base) and less than 7 is acidic.

In July, Floyd indicated that, “It is expected that additional
investigation will be required in the general vicinity of the
MRF and sampling results obtained so that the Water Board will
be able to complete a conceptual model of the site that truly
represents the current environmental conditions.”

He  indicated  that  Waste  Connections,  owner  of  the  MRF
property, was conducting its own investigation and testing and
would be forwarding the results to the Water Board. He added
that  “no  scenarios  are  being  excluded,”  including  the
possibility that the toxic runoff that has been found in the
area around the El Dorado Trail could also be coming from the
MRF property. Testing results were provided to the Water Board
in late July.



According to Floyd, “The results indicate soils with elevated
pH underlie portions of the Waste Connections property.”

This testing site along the El Dorado Trail
shows how close a toxic location is to the
public. Photo/Provided

The current situation

Under the federal Clean Water act, businesses like the MRF
that discharge pollutants from point sources like pipes or
ditches must have a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES) permit and a Storm Water Pollution Prevention
Plan (SWPPP) showing how they are controlling pollutants in
storm  water  runoff  on  their  property.  Compliance  is
administered locally by the regional office of the state Water
Board.

Some have alleged that the MRF’s storm water discharge system
is not currently designed as stated in their SWPPP and that
there have been issues with overflow from the three retention
ponds that catch storm water runoff and inaccurate information
on where that runoff is then directed.



In March 2016, Central Valley Water Board staff conducted an
inspection at the MRF. The pH in the three ponds was tested
and found to be near neutral, but discrepancies were found
with their SWPPP and a notice of violation (NOV) was prepared
and sent to them in April. It indicates that the Central
Valley  Water  Board  “can  impose  administrative  civil
liabilities (monetary fines) for violations of the general
permit. The maximum administrative civil liability for each
day of violation is ten thousand dollars and ten dollars per
gallon of polluted storm water discharged in excess of 1,000
gallons.”

Floyd indicated that the Water Board is “continuing to assess
compliance with the Industrial General Permit requirements,
including the site SWPPP.”

Waste Connections submitted a remedial investigation work plan
to the Water Board for additional investigation of soil and
groundwater on their property on Oct. 19, which the Water
Board approved. According to Floyd, field work is expected to
be done in mid-November, with a report documenting the results
in January 2017.

Waste Connections’ response

Susan VanDelinder, divisional vice president for the Northern
California Division of Waste Connections and district manager
for El Dorado Disposal, was asked by Lake Tahoe News if Waste
Connections has received any previous violation notices or
requests  for  remediation  other  than  the  current  one.
VanDelinder said no, adding, “The MRF’s SWPPP has been updated
to reflect additional best management practices.”

Questions have been raised whether the high-pH storm water
runoff that has impacted the El Dorado Trail and adjacent
waterways actually originated on the MRF site and then went
over the Lindeman property and then on down to the trail and
the tributaries alongside it.



VanDelinder responded, “We disagree with this contention; the
storm  water  discharged  from  the  MRF  during  last  season’s
winter  period  met  the  state  benchmarks  for  water  quality
including pH.”

She added, “Storm water from the MRF is first stored in the
site’s storm water ponds and then discharged from the site
once water quality is below state benchmarks. Storm water is
not  discharged  to  neighboring  property  but  to  the  storm
drain.”

Per their exclusive Solid Waste Services Agreement with the
county, Waste Connections will be required to construct a new
state-of-the-art MRF in the same location as the current one.
Asked  what  additional  plans  they  have  for  more  intensive
removal of the lime-processing based materials on the site
before  this  project  begins,  VanDelinder  said,  “Once
investigative  work  is  complete,  we  will  evaluate  remedial
options while working closely with the CVRWQCB (Central Valley
Regional Water Quality Control Board).

A sample location on the south side of
El Dorado Trail. Photo/Provided

The path forward



More will be known about exactly where the remaining toxic
materials from the Diamond Lime Plan are located and what
needs to be done to permanently remove them once all the soil
testing in the area is completed. In the meantime, storm water
runoff along the El Dorado Trail has already begun for this
fall and will continue to be an issue this winter.

Recent tests by Central Valley Water Board staff confirm this.
According to Walter Floyd, pH data was collected on Oct. 14
“at the onset of the storm that reportedly provided 6.5 inches
of  precipitation  to  Placerville”  and  again  on  Oct.  18.
“Elevated pH (i.e., in the range of 10 to 12 standard pH
units) was noted in the pond by the El Dorado Trail and at the
southeast corner of Throwita Way and Bradley Drive. These are
the  same  locations  where  elevated  pH  has  been  recorded
historically.”

What is clear is that disagreement remains on precisely where
the high pH storm water discharges are originating from, how
dangerous they are and who is to blame for the fact that after
years of investigation and attempts at mitigation, the toxic
legacy of the Diamond Lime Plant still remains.

What  is  less  clear  is  how  to  fix  the  problem.  The
recommendation  made  by  Fish  and  Wildlife  environmental
specialist Carol Oz in a report on the issue from July 2012
has remained hard to achieve. “All agencies,” she suggested,
“need to communicate plans for a focused corrective action at
the site compatible with respective agency goals.”

More recently, El Dorado County Assistant District Attorney
Jim Clinchard, whose office has also been involved, told Lake
Tahoe News, “Government as a whole does have problems when an
issue  crosses  over  into  the  potential  jurisdictions  of
multiple agencies. Government has difficulty addressing issues
that cross boundaries.” He added that he would be willing to
get  together  with  other  county  departments  and  outside
agencies to brainstorm and that setting up such a meeting



might  expedite  the  process.  “That,”  he  said,  “is  how
responsible  government  should  work.”

Opinion:  Why  Mongolia  and
North Dakota aren’t economic
miracles
By Jerry Nickelsburg

Where does an economist who works in the Pacific Rim go on
vacation? This summer, I chose Mongolia, and not only because
it is remote and has beautiful glaciated mountains. I also
chose it for its reputation for economic potential.

I went with some preconceptions. For one thing, I had read
that ayrag, home-fermented horse milk, was widely consumed and
not for the faint of heart. For another, I knew investors were
high  on  the  Mongolian  economy,  which  has  seen  a  tenfold
increase in GDP since the fall of communism.  The analysts are
consistent: Mongolia is a great place to invest even though
its GDP growth has slowed significantly since hitting double
digits in 2014.

I arrived in the capital, Ulaanbaatar (UB), in early August.
UB is a city of 1.4 million, half the population of the
country,  but  it  feels  smaller.  There  are  a  few  modern
structures—like the famous blue taco, a high-rise hotel and
office building that resembles its nickname. For the most
part, however, this is a city of yurts (one-third of the
people live in them) and old socialist-style buildings. In the
center is the government palace complete with a giant statue
of  Chingas  Kahn  (for  Mongolians–no  hard  g)  and  a  massive
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square reminiscent of Tiananmen.

So where was the supposed economic dynamism hiding?

My search would continue, but first it was time for some
climbing. The trip to the Altai Tavan Bogd Mountains began
with a three-hour flight on Hunnu Airlines to Ölgii, which,
with  30,000  inhabitants,  is  the  seventh  largest  city  in
Mongolia.

From Ölgii we traveled seven hours by Russian four-wheel drive
over a maze of dirt tracks to the national park gate and then
hiked into the mountains. Over the next nine days, thoughts on
the Mongolian economy were drowned out by the mountains of
western Mongolia, with its large glaciers, tundra, sweeping
views, and snow fields.

In  the  Altai  you  feel  you  are  about  as  far  away  from
California, where I live, as possible.  The region is home to
nomadic Kazaks, and while they have some trappings of the
Western world, they still work their herds on horseback and
cut grass by hand with homemade scythes.

Once  back  in  Ölgii  I  noticed  that  the  stores  had  mostly
Russian products. The people were poor, but not starving. I
did find ayrag, the highly touted horse milk, in a little out-
of-the-way shop, and it lived up to its reputation—strong with
a sour and long-lasting aftertaste.

I also saw more clearly why this country, despite its dynamic
economy reputation, didn’t seem so promising on the ground.
The  problem  lies  in  the  engine  of  Mongolia’s  growth:
extractive  industries.

In boom times the few—the very few who work removing riches
from the ground— accumulate wealth and share some of it by
spending in the domestic economy. But mines and oil fields
employ lots of capital and not many people. If a country is
largely rural, as Mongolia is, most of it may be untouched.



When commodity prices fall, as they did in 2015 (coal and
copper were off by more than 30 percent), that growth turns on
a dime (hence the fall in the rate of Mongolia’s GDP growth).
While starkly clear in Mongolia and less so in Texas and
Louisiana, the phenomenon is present in all three.

Much has been written on how countries can be cursed by an
abundance  of  natural  resources.  What  I  saw  in  Mongolia
confirmed that if the windfall gains from natural resources
are  not  turned  into  the  building  blocks  of  a  diversified
economy, like education and infrastructure, the promise of
mineral wealth will be squandered.

Mongolians  I  met  didn’t  complain  about  this  much.  I  was
treated  generously,  and  I  appreciated  how  absent  modern
stresses  were  from  life  there.  But  the  lack  of  economic
opportunity has a deep human cost; many Mongolian youth are
working abroad.

As my departing flight to Beijing ascended over the glass
buildings and sheepskin yurts of UB, it occurred to me that
Mongolia can teach us much about economic miracles. A North
Dakota or Texas miracle may be real, but it may also be
ephemeral.

Also, now that I know how to ride a Mongolian horse bareback,
if Chingas Kahn and the Golden Horde ever ride again, I have a
fallback to working as an economist.

This is the first Pacific Economist column from UCLA Anderson
School of Management economist Jerry Nickelsburg. He may be
reached at Jerry.Nickelsburg@Anderson.UCLA.edu or via Twitter
@jnickelsburg.



DOJ  sending  election
observers to 2 Nev. counties
By Associated Press

Nevada is one of 28 states the Justice Department is sending
federal election observers to monitor the polls on Election
Day.

The Justice Department announced Monday that 500 staffers are
being dispatched to 67 jurisdictions — including Washoe and
Mineral  counties  —  to  watch  for  potential  civil  rights
violations,  such  as  discrimination  on  the  basis  of  race,
religion or gender.

The  department  didn’t  specify  why  Nevada’s  counties  were
selected. But both were targets of a recent federal lawsuit
filed by the Pyramid Lake and Walker River Paiute tribes over
equal access to the polls.

Late  last  month,  U.S.  District  Judge  Miranda  Du  ordered
satellite  polls  for  early  voting  be  established  on  both
tribe’s reservations, and a new Election Day site for the
Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe in Nixon, about 35 miles northeast
of Reno.

When  can  you  light  up  if
Nev.’s Q2 passes?
By Mark Robison, Reno Gazette-Journal

When can you start smoking (or eating, drinking or vaping)
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marijuana if Nevada’s Question 2 ballot initiative passes?
When will stores start selling recreational pot in Reno?

We connected with Joe Brezny, spokesman for the Coalition to
Regulate Marijuana Like Alcohol, to learn the answer to these
and other questions that those looking forward to legalized
recreational marijuana may want to know.

Two polls have given a slight edge to passage.

Read the whole story

How to hit the slopes strong,
avoid injuries
By Paul McHugh, Sacramento Bee

Had your skis or board freshly tuned? Good. Layered clothes,
helmet and sunscreen all packed? Check. Car ready with new
wipers, antifreeze fluid, tire chains in the trunk? Great. But
let’s consider the most important piece of gear. Is your body
truly in shape for winter recreation?

As they used to say on the streets, “Betta’ check yourself,
before you wreck yourself.”

The absolute best time to begin preparing for a new ski season
is at the close of your last ski season. That’s due to a
simple truth: It’s much smarter – as well as much easier – to
keep fit than it is to become fit.

This maxim is particularly apt for heart-lung fitness, your
“VO2 max,” or aerobic capacity. Generally, this measure of
athletic health falls by about 1 percent per year after age
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25. The only thing that slows the decline to any significant
degree is maintaining a regular aerobic regimen.

Read the whole story

LTCC board to discuss theater
program’s future
Lake Tahoe Community College’s board of trustees will have a
meeting later this month to discuss disbanding the theater
arts program.

The college is proposing to do so at the end of this academic
year because of lack of enrollment and the expense to keep it
going.

That  does  not  mean  the  theater  would  be  dark.  College
personnel envision it becoming more of a community theater,
but not tied to academics/course credits.

Since the proposal to shut down the department first came to
light last month, a petition has been circulating on Facebook
to keep the program going.

The meeting will be Nov. 29, 6pm in the board room at LTCC.

Snippets about Lake Tahoe
·       Over the last year, Humane Society of Truckee Tahoe
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found homes for 100 percent of the adoptable and treatable
pets received from Placer County. The average length of stay
for animals in the new shelter is 12.8 days for dogs and 46.5
days for cats. That is a significant decrease from the average
length of stay of four to six months for dogs and nine months
for cats at the old Tahoe Vista shelter.

·      Lake Tahoe South Shore Chamber of Commerce will host
a meeting about the new federal overtime rules on Nov. 16 from
noon-1:30pm at Tahoe Mountain Lab in South Lake Tahoe. The
rules take effect Dec. 1.

·      Karla and Jeff Brennan are the new owners of South Lake
Tahoe’s Cork & More.

·       Mammoth Mountain will host the Revolution Tour on Feb.
7-12, with slopestyle, halfpipe and big air competitions in
its Unbound Terrain Park.

·       The final EIR/EIS for Placer County’s Tahoe Basin Area
Plan has been released. It is available online. The Board of
Supervisors will discuss it Dec. 6 in Kings Beach, with the
Governing Board of the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency having
it on the Jan. 25-26 agenda.

Poll:  Nearly  half  in  U.S.
support  legalized  sports
betting
By Wayne Parry, AP

ATLANTIC CITY — A poll finds nearly half of Americans approve
of legalized sports betting, reasoning that so many people are
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already doing it.

The Fairleigh Dickinson University PublicMind poll released
last week finds 48 percent support changing federal law to
make sports betting legal throughout the country; 39 percent
are opposed.

“Betting on sports does not have an access issue for anyone in
the United States,” said Donald Hoover, senior lecturer at the
university’s International School of Hospitality and Tourism
Management. “Most of the sports betting in the U.S. is fairly
easy to do, but happens in the shadows and in violation of
federal law.”

The poll comes as New Jersey opens another front in its eight-
year war on a federal law restricting sports betting to those
states  that  met  a  1991  deadline  to  legalize  it:  Nevada,
Oregon, Montana and Delaware.

New Jersey lawmakers have come up with another potential way
around the ban involving a complex repeal of sports betting
regulations in the state, followed by a limited reinstitution
of restrictions. And the state’s horse racing industry is
asking the U.S. Supreme Court to decide the matter once and
for all.

The telephone poll using cellphones and landlines to reach
1,019 adults nationwide has a margin of error of plus or minus
3.8 percentage points.

Among those in favor, the two biggest reasons given are that
many  people  are  already  doing  it  (45  percent)  and  that
legalized sports betting would result in increased revenue for
the state (39 percent).

Among opponents, top concerns are fostering gambling addiction
(55 percent); the potential involvement of organized crime (22
percent) and concerns about the perceived integrity of the
games (16 percent).



“The public is divided on this issue, and it looks like the
reasons behind the division stem from the age-old difficulty
of reconciling the competing pulls of money and morality,”
said Krista Jenkins, a professor of political science and the
poll’s director. “People are clearly worried about the effects
of gambling on individuals and their families, but also aware
of the benefits that come from more money for the state from
something that people are already doing.”

The poll also found that although people are more supportive
of legalized sports betting, they don’t necessarily want more
casinos: 68 percent say the U.S. currently has enough casinos,
compared to 16 percent who want fewer casinos and 11 percent
who want more.

Annual winter films to launch
on North Shore
Alpenglow Sports’s 11th annual Winter Film Series begins Nov.
17 at 7pm when local hero Dave Nettle kicks off the series at
Squaw  Valley’s  Olympic  Village  Lodge  with  his  show  “Ski
Mountaineering in the Tyrol: Hut to Hut Ski Touring the
Stubai Alps.”

Designed to inspire, motivate and educate, the series runs
from November through February. It showcases four to five
famous  athletes  who  tell  various  tales  of  adventure  from
remote mountain ranges across the globe. All shows are free
and raffle prizes from sponsors are sold to raise funds for
local nonprofit organizations.

To date, the Alpenglow Sports Winter Film Series has raised
more  than  $70,000  for  the  North  Lake  Tahoe  nonprofit
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community. The nonprofit beneficiary for the evening is the
Tahoe Backcountry Alliance.

Placer  County  enforcing  TOT
on home rentals
By Ellen Garrison, Sacramento Bee

A San Francisco-based startup is offering a solution to a
vexing problem for local governments – how to find and tax
people renting their homes through online services such as
Airbnb or HomeAway.

Host Compliance, whose newest client is Placer County, is
designed  to  find  such  homeowners  and  enforce  payment  of
transient occupancy taxes, or hotel taxes, which can be a
large part of local tax revenue.

“We work with local governments … to essentially make sure all
the vacation rentals that are offered play by the rules set by
elected officials,” said Ulrik Binzer, founder and CEO of Host
Compliance.

Read the whole story
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