Boat sales picking up speed
in Nevada

By Bailey Schulz, Las Vegas Review-Journal

After struggling during the Great Recession, boat sales are
surging again in the U.S. and Nevada.

Recently released data from the National Marine Manufacturers
Association and its 2016 recreational boating statistical
abstract said the $36 billion U.S. boating industry is at a
post-recession high.

“The industry has been growing 6 percent each year for the
past four, five years,” said Thomas Dammrich, association
president. “We’re not completely back to where we were before
the recession, but we’re the highest we’ve been at since.”

Read the whole story

Dangerous PCT keeping rescue
crews busy

By Dan White, Outside

The Pacific Crest Trail doles out hazards in cruel ways.
Thousands of hikers on the 2,650-mile trek face perils
including rattlesnakes, exposure, corneal flash burns from
snow glare, and heatstroke. But 2017 is shaping up to be one
of the most frightening years in the national scenic trail's
history, thanks to the massive snowpack in the Sierra
Nevada combined with the trail’s unprecedented popularity.
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Just a couple of months into hiking season, thru-hikers are
posting stories of near-death experiences.

Jack Haskel, spokesman for the Pacific Crest Trail
Association, is fielding calls and hearing stories "“every
week, 1f not every day” involving avalanches, falls on
slippery slopes, exposure, and dunkings in chin-high creeks.
“There was a pretty serious incident in which a hiker fell and
punctured a lung,” he says.

Read the whole story

Tahoe Tails — Adoptable Pets
in South Lake Tahoe

Billy

Billy is a 1l-year-old happy boy. He has been DNA tested as a
Boxer and American Bulldog mix. He loves car rides, cuddles,
children and other dogs of all sizes. He also loves to chase
cats, so he needs a home with no small animals or cats.

Billy is neutered, microchipped, tested for heart worm, and
vaccinated. He is at the El Dorado County Animal Services
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shelter in Meyers, along with many other dogs and cats who are
waiting for their new homes. Go to the Tahoe animal shelter’s
Facebook page to see photos and descriptions of all pets at
the shelter.

Call 530.573.7925 for directions, hours, and other information
on adopting a pet, and for spay-neuter assistance for South
Tahoe residents.

— Karen Kuentz

Toxic runoff continues to
percolate in EDC

By Joann Eisenbrandt

Another wet season has ended, but concerns about toxic storm
water runoff from properties near a popular walking and biking
trail just west of Placerville on the county’s West Slope
remain. Testing done last winter confirms that the same high
pH levels that first prompted concerns about public safety in
the area in early 2016 remain.

The El Dorado Trail winds through lush vegetation and 1is
crossed by tributaries that lead to Weber Creek and eventually
to the American River. The trail is below and to the west of
the former Diamond Lime Plant. The plant processed limestone
from area quarries for industrial and agricultural uses from
thel920s until the late 1970s. It was located between what is
now Missouri Flat Road and Highway 49. It has been gone for
decades, but its legacy lives on.

The piles of crushed lime rocks, lime kilns and limestone
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settling ponds that dotted the site were never totally cleaned
up when the plant ceased operation. The site was simply
covered over and repurposed for other industrial and
commercial operations. Parcels now owned by Michael Lindeman,
Laurence Abel and the material recovery facility (MRF) owned
by Waste Connections are all part of the Diamond Lime Plant’s
original footprint.

It is clear the high pH runoff still occurring along the El
Dorado Trail is coming from the former lime plant site.

Citizens speak out

Local resident George Turnboo saw milky storm water runoff
bubbling up along the El Dorado Trail in January 2016, and
concerns over what remained of the long-abandoned Diamond Lime
Plant came under a public spotlight. Turnboo tested the
runoff, and along with local land use advocacy group Save Our
County, publicly called for El Dorado County to deal
immediately with the potential hazards to those using the
trail, and to the wildlife and aquatic species in the area.

In a report to county then Environmental Management Director
Greg Stanton, he noted that his hands had burned while doing
the testing and that he’d gotten a pH reading of 13.5.

The pH scale ranges from 0 to 14. It indicates how acidic or
alkaline a solution is. A reading of 7 is neutral. More than 7
is alkaline and less than 7 is acidic. Subsequent tests by the
California Department of Fish and Wildlife and El Dorado
County Environmental Management staff also showed pH readings
of 12 and above.



Aerial view of area surrounding the former Diamond Lime Plant
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Another rainy season

Following the high pH testing in winter 2015-16, the county
put up warning signs along the El Dorado Trail. They also put
up temporary mesh fencing to keep people from going down the
sides of the trail into the seasonal tributaries. A hundred
and twenty feet of permanent fencing was later installed. A
series of three press releases were put on the county website
advising residents to “.. avoid contact with storm water in the
vicinity of the El Dorado Trail.” That signage and fencing
remain in place today.

Asked how the situation along the El Dorado Trail has changed
following the exceptionally wet 2016-17 rain season, Stanton,
now interim director of the Environmental Management
Department, told Lake Tahoe News, “El Dorado County has taken



proactive measures to ensure the (El Dorado) trail is safe.
There really is no change to the status. Storm water staff has
monitored the discharge points. The results have been as
anticipated. We will continue to monitor it in the next wet
weather season.”

Monthly samples collected by county staff ranged from pH
levels of 8.17 to 13.52.

The Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board
conducted testing along the trail beginning in October 2016
with similar results.

Walter Floyd, engineering geologist for the Water Board,
confirmed, “The hot spots that existed last year are present
this year also.” The Water Board manages water quality issues
in California for the federal Environmental Protection Agency.

Not a new problem

Local, regional, and state agencies have been aware of the
issues on the former lime plant site for years. A number of
citizen complaints have been received; citations and orders
for remediation have been issued and site investigations and
testing undertaken.

Until recently, concerns focused on the property owned by
Michael Lindeman. An environmental site assessment (ESA) done
as far back as 2008 in preparation for eventual commercial
construction on the property found that the surface and
groundwater on the property might be “compromised” by lime-
based pollutants.

The 2013-14 El Dorado County Grand Jury reviewed Lindeman’s
actions in response to multiple orders to clean up the lime
waste on his property. It concluded, “Toxic limestone waste
continues to flow into adjacent waterways. Nobody is doing
anything to stop it. Not the owner, not the county and not the
state.”



The Grand Jury recommended that the Diamond Dorado Retail
Center that Lindeman and his partners planned on constructing
on the site not be allowed to go forward without significant
additional environmental review. The county had approved the
large commercial center in 2012.

ELl Dorado County’s Solid Waste Advisory board member George
Turnboo in 2016 tests the toxicity of storm water runoff in
Placerville; not much has changed since then. Photo/Provided
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The Board of Supervisors is updated

On June 8, 2017, the county Community Development Services
Environmental Management Department sent a memo to the Board
of Supervisors updating the five on the environmental concerns
associated with the former Diamond Lime Plant. It pointed to
the Lindeman property as the source of the high pH runoff on



the El Dorado Trail.

“Elevated pH lime deposits have been confirmed to be present
on the south side of the trail on the Lindeman property... It
is hypothesized that the lime deposits on the south side of
the trail are coming into contact with groundwater and flowing
under the trail.”

The memo noted that the Water Board, “.. is the lead agency
regarding the investigation of elevated pH soil and impact to
surface and groundwater in the affected area.”

Floyd agrees with the county’s assessment of the source of the
high pH runoff along the trail. “At this time there is no
indication that the water emanating from the Waste Connections
site is impacting water near the El Dorado Trail.”

While the Water Board is at the top of the water quality food
chain, a number of other public agencies, including a variety
of county departments and divisions also are involved.
Coordinating these efforts has proved to be difficult.

The investigation widens

The Lindeman property 1is not the only remnant of the old
Diamond Lime Plant now coming under close scrutiny. Community
activists have been calling for some time for a deeper
investigation of the Waste Connections site and the MRF. The
federal Clean Water Act requires businesses like the MRF that
discharge pollutants off-site to have a National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit and a Storm Water
Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) showing how they are
controlling pollutants in storm water runoff on their
property. The Water Board is in charge of monitoring their
compliance.

Critics have alleged that the MRF was basically built on top
of the polluted remnants of the Diamond Lime Plant with no
real remediation, and that there have been deficiencies with



its storm water discharge system and issues with overflow from
the three retention ponds that catch storm water runoff. The
Lindeman property that directly adjoins it has been the
subject of multiple investigations related to its lime
processing history; the MRF has not.

In March 2016, the Water Board conducted an inspection at the
MRF that found discrepancies with their SWPPP and a notice of
violation (NOV) was prepared. Floyd indicated to Lake Tahoe
News at that time that the Water Board did not plan to look
more closely into the possibility of high pH runoff coming
from the MRF and impacting the El Dorado Trail. In June 2016,
Floyd visited the Lindeman property and took soil samples of
the area where the Lindeman property and the MRF adjoin. The
soil in a trench excavated on an exposed hillside adjoining
the MRF was found to have elevated soil pH.

Subsequently, Waste Connections hired Youngdahl Consulting to
conduct soil testing to determine pH levels on the site. The
western portion of the site was found to have elevated pH. The
Water Board approved the work plan for additional
investigation of soil and groundwater on the property. It
included installation of 12 monitoring wells with water
samples to be collected for laboratory analysis. They also did
a subsurface exploratory program that evaluated the extent of
residual lime material on the site and the pH levels of soil
and shallow groundwater. Their final report was received by
the Water Board in May 2017.

This additional testing confirmed the existence of elevated pH
values greater than 12 in the soil and in the water in the
trough in the western portion of the site.

As Floyd explained, “The (groundwater) has an elevated pH in
the western portion of the Waste Connections site, and appears
to locally elevate the pH in the seasonal creek west of the
Waste Connections site when groundwater 1levels get
sufficiently high.”



The western seasonal drainage referred to is the seasonal
creek to the west of the Waste Connections and Lindeman
properties. It flows northwest and is a tributary to Weber
Creek. Floyd clarified that “groundwater” and “storm water
runoff” are two different things. Storm water runoff is the
water flowing above the ground over paved surfaces during
storm events. “There are no data,” he explained, “to support
that the water flowing over the surface of the Waste
Connections Site has an elevated pH.”

The next step will be to evaluate the cost and effectiveness
of remedial options at the MRF and then select one. A report
must be submitted to the Water Board by Sept. 29, right before
the start of the next wet season.
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Timetable for a new MRF

As part of its Solid Waste Services Agreement with the county,



Waste Connections 1is obligated to construct a new, modern MRF
on the existing site. County Environmental Management is the
contract administrator for the Waste Connections contract.
Waste Connections signed a five-year contract in October 2014,
with an automatic 10-year renewal dependent on completion of
the new MRF by October 2019.

Stanton told LTN, “Clearly, with the environmental concerns
that have been identified, that timetable has been pushed
back.” Waste Connections can ask for two one-year extensions
of this deadline.

Susan VanDelinder, divisional vice president for the Northern
California Division of Waste Connections and district manager
for ElL Dorado Disposal told Lake Tahoe News, “We concur with
the (Youngdahl) report conclusions.”

She also noted that the water sampling over the last rainy
season showed that the Waste Connections site “meets current
bench marks. So we don’t believe that storm water runoff from
the site created or poses a hazard.” VanDelinder said that the
ongoing investigation required by the Water Board will most
likely delay construction of the new MRF by a year. “We
anticipate requesting an extension.”

Asked if the county had anticipated the level of soil and
water testing and remediation now needed on the MRF site,
Stanton said, “The Water Board has been aware of the (Diamond
Lime) plant and its impact to the surrounding properties for
many years. It is not uncommon for properties to not be
remediated until development or construction proceeds. It is
anticipated that work will be required but we don’t always
know ahead of time. That is the typical process for land
development.”

Under the terms of the California Environmental Quality Act,
Waste Connections will have to prepare an environmental
document outlining any potential environmental consequences



from the construction of the new MRF and identifying what
measures will be taken to mitigate them. This would not be the
first environmental document prepared for this site.

County roads project comes into play

A third parcel that was part of the Diamond Lime Plant is also
getting a closer look from the Water Board. The Laurence Abel
property is within the footprint of both phases of the
county’s proposed Diamond Springs Parkway Project (DSP). This
Department of Transportation roads project has two phases,
Phase 1A and Phase 1B, and has been simmering on the back
burner since its approval by the board in 2011.

Phase 1A includes the widening and adding of improvements to
Highway 49 above the affected properties and all the way to
its juncture with Pleasant Valley Road in Diamond Springs.
Phase 1B is the creation of a four-lane connector road between
Missouri Flat and Highway 49. This road, Diamond Springs
Parkway, would run alongside the Lindeman and Abel properties.
It requires irrevocable offers of dedication (IOD) for
easements from both property owners. Both IODs have been
submitted and signed but no change of title has yet occurred.



A sample location on the south side of El Dorado
Trail. Photo/Provided

Investigation leads to delays

In November 2016, the Water Board advised Abel that, “An
aerial photograph from 1962 shows lime waste on your property,
and your property is uphill of the area where the high pH
water is observed in the creek by Throwita Way. It therefore
appears that your property may be contributing to the elevated
pH in the creek.” Throwita Way runs between the Lindeman and
Abel properties and leads to the entrance to the MRF.

This April, the Water Board required preparation of a Site
Investigation Work Plan to evaluate the extent of high pH lime
waste on the property and propose plans to remediate it. This
report is due July 31.

In a letter to the Water Board on behalf of the Laurence &
Jacqueline Abel Trust, their representative Rich Ferriera
explained, “The Abel’s understood that the described parcel in
the order had no conditions that would cause the high PH (sic)



that the Water Board suspects. Their determination is based on
a geo-technical firm’s verbal discussion with Laurence Abel
that took place on the described parcel in the order. Mr. Abel
was told that his parcel was not part of the Lime Plant
processing area and his parcel soil conditions are of native
material and that he had nothing to worry about. The letter
from the Water Board has come as a real surprise ...”

Prior to purchasing properties or easements in the DSP project
footprint, the county conducted an environmental site
assessment (ESA). Its purpose is to identify any existing
environmental issues on the properties. The Phase 1 ESA for
the first phase of the Diamond Springs Parkway project was
prepared by Youngdahl Consulting in January 2009. It noted
that the Lindeman property was “formerly part of the Diamond
Lime Mineral Plant” and that there is “a potential for
hazardous materials releases or disposal areas.” For the Abel
parcel, there was no mention of the former lime plant, but
only commercial orchards. Property owners were asked to
submit answers to a questionnaire and to note if there were
any RECs (recognized environmental conditions) on their
parcels. The ESA includes a chart outlining property owners’
responses. Abel’s response was that there were no RECs.
Lindeman’s response indicated the presence of the Diamond Lime
Plant, but also said there were no RECs.

In October 2016, Dustin Harrington, senior civil engineer with
the Transportation Division of the county’s Community
Development Agency, and DSP project manager, had told LTN
that, “No recognized environmental conditions or hazardous
materials have been found within the footprint for the DSP’s
Phase 1A. It’'s all clean dirt.”

Phase 1A of the Diamond Springs Parkway project was originally
slated to begin in early spring 2017. It has now been delayed
until spring 2018. When asked how the Water Board’s current
investigation of the Abel property might impact the timetable
of the DSP, Floyd said, “The nature and extent of lime waste



on Abel’s property needs to be characterized before any
assessment on the impacts to the Diamond Springs Parkway
project can be provided.”

County spokeswoman Carla Hass said, “The reason the Phase 1A
construction won’t begin until spring 2018 is because the
utility design for the underground conversions requires
coordination with four different utilities (PG&E, AT&T,
Comcast and EID) and took Llonger than anticipated.
Additionally, Caltrans has to review and approve the contract
documents before we put them out to bid. Finally, the winter
storm damage added to the delay.” Hass added that the county
had “adjusted our schedule” before the Water Board’'s order to
Abel.

Lindeman property still under scrutiny

In addition to the testing Michael Lindeman’s own consultant
has done on the property, the county Department of
Transportation began soil and groundwater testing as part of
the Phase II ESA assessment of parkway Phase 1B—the connector
road between Missouri Flat and Highway 49. The Lindeman
property is in the footprint of Phase 1B. Lindeman and several
partners, including Laurence Abel, were originally going to
build the 250,000 square foot Diamond Dorado Retail Center on
this property once the connector road from Missouri Flat to
Highway 49 was completed. The EIR for the project was approved
by the board in September 2012 and rescinded in May 2016
because of what the county termed failure by the developers to
move the project forward.

Beginning in late 2016, soil samples were taken and two
monitoring wells were drilled on the Lindeman parcel.
“Preliminary results of the investigation,” the board was told
in the June 2017 staff memo, “indicate lime deposits at
various thicknesses throughout the area investigated.
Groundwater sampling results from the two monitoring wells had
elevated pH levels.”



The final results of this report will be available in late
June or early July.

Floyd indicated the Water Board had met with representatives
from the county Transportation and Environmental Management
departments in late May 2017 to discuss this upcoming report
and the status of the property transfer from Lindeman to the
county for the easement. “Prior to accepting ownership, the
county needs to determine the liabilities associated with the
property.”

The parties agreed that evaluating remedial options on how to
clean up the property was a better use of resources at this
point than doing further site investigations. Hass noted,
“Without knowing the exact type and extent of remediation, at
this point it is difficult to determine its impacts to project
schedule and completion of right of way acquisition.”

The big picture

The area around the former Diamond Lime Plant has changed
considerably in the last four decades. It is now surrounded by
recreational, single- and multi-family residential, commercial
and industrial uses. Area residents have expressed concerns in
the past that properties in the area on well water might be
contaminated by groundwater emanating from the lime plant
site.

Floyd noted that “sensitive receptors” were discussed at the
Water Board’s recent meeting with county staff. This refers to
areas “downgradient” of the lime plant to the northwest of the
MRF, basically following the path of Weber Creek. One of these
is the Depot Lake area. The county indicated that there had
been no well installation permits issued on the downgradient
properties.

“To the best of the county’s knowledge at this time and
relying on GotNet, parcel research and the EID service area
for the information,” Hass told Lake Tahoe News, “the county



is not currently aware of water wells used for drinking water
supply in the area immediately downgradient from the former
Diamond Lime Plant site.”

Same question, same answer

It is now June 2017, almost a year and a half since George
Turnboo encountered milky storm water runoff along the ELl
Dorado Trail and reported it to the county. It has been close
to 40 years since the Diamond Lime Plant ceased its lime
processing operations. It has been no secret for all of those
40 years that hazardous lime-based materials remained on the
site.

The next rainy season 1is just a few months away. There have
been years of soil testing and storm water runoff and
groundwater analysis conducted by private contractors and
public agencies on the impacted properties. Remedial action
plans have been requested, but no actual remediation has
begun. As Dustin Harrington told Lake Tahoe News in late 2016,
“It's a puzzling issue out there.”

When all the puzzle pieces will finally be assembled remains
uncertain.

Note: The Water Board is attempting to locate any property
owners with wells in the Depot Lake area. Contact engineering
geologist Walter Floyd at walter.floyd@waterboards.ca.gov.

Opinion: El Dorado County’s
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senior legal ruse

By Larry Weitzman

In my last column, I wrote that Item 35 on the Board of
Supervisors agenda set to be heard at 2pm on June 20 is set
terminate senior legal. In reading the agenda item there will
be no county funding of senior legal. It will remain intact
from current unspent donations of $160,000, $53,000 from a
federal Older Americans Act grant and anticipated $46,000 in
continuing donations which should support the current program
as stated in the agenda item itself “in order to fund and
maintain the existing senior 1legal service program for
approximately seven to eight months.”

The point of the agenda item is to terminate county support
for the senior legal program, no ifs, ands or buts.

Larry Weitzman

Paragraph 6 says, “Authorize the Human Resources Department to
proceed with filling positions identified in the budget
effective July 1, 2017.” Sounds like new hiring to me. Maybe
the spin doctor is being overworked and EDC needs to put out
more propaganda to make the board and high-ranking EDC
officials look good as they continue to do a poor job and make
bad decisions.

Let me be blunt. The county’s intent is to dismantle senior
legal and provide no county funding. When private donations
run out so does senior legal. It is a ruse to placate the
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masses and to eliminate a service that provided valuable
advice, information and protection to 2,000 seniors last year
alone. Senior legal will be dead and many of our county
seniors will be closer to death. It will potentially increase
senior dependency on other county services and other
governmental agencies.

This item is not a reprieve of senior legal. It's a slow death
by torture. And without county support and the likelihood that
senior legal will fold up, so will future donations.

As to the direction to create a delivery model, that too is a
crock. We already know the director of HHSA is not the most
competent person. The public will have little say and there
still be no county support. One idea that has been floated is
the underwater thought that the new attorney that was hired on
May 1, 2017, (you know, the attorney that was actually fired
before she was hired after quitting her law firm position and
making a career change) be contracted with to provide services
to seniors. It will take years to develop as government
studies and commissions move at the speed of lava at room
temperature and there is no guarantee that it will emulate our
current and very successful program.

Former 25-year director for Human Services of EDC, John
Litwinovich, and the creator of the senior legal program said,
“My thinking is that the revised CAO recommendation is hardly
a compromise at all. Rather, it is an effort to quickly end
the county’s commitment to fully support and provide senior
legal services before most seniors have even had a chance to
learn what is happening.. Symbolically and painfully, the
recommendation would mark a clear and significant first step
in dismantling the county’s Senior Continuum of Care .. The
immediate termination of current and future General Fund
support excludes today’s senior legal program from even being
an alternative to be considered.. A better recommendation would
be for the board to maintain its current support level for the
senior legal program and instruct the CAO to explore and



report back on ways to save General Fund resources by reducing
the very high overhead charged to Senior Programs since the
Health and Human Services Agency was established.”

I wrote my supervisor, Mike Ranalli, as to what he thought of
terminating county funding for senior legal. No answer.

Friends of Seniors in El Dorado County president, Kathi
Lishman, and who is the person responsible for much of the
donations, told Lake Tahoe News on June 18, “El Dorado County
has a successful program with a proven track record. It is run
extremely well at a very minimal cost. It is a model for other
counties to follow, instead of them being a model for us. We
are blessed with the senior services we have and are so proud
of. We need to be celebrating the good things El Dorado County
has created for seniors, 1instead of watching them be
dismantled.”

You don’t fix what isn’t broken and in a vendetta against a
certain individual within the county 1is going to cost
thousands of seniors’ anguish, pain and possibly sleepless
nights. 0ld age is hard enough and it isn’t for sissies, but
our hardy and rapidly growing population of seniors still need
plenty of help and the current senior legal program was to be
the model for all other counties. No more.

Larry Weitzman is a resident of Rescue.

Carson bypass set to open 1in
August
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Interstate 580 in Carson City will be open in August. Photo
Copyright 2017 Carolyn E. Wright
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It’'s about to open — the connector from the bottom of Spooner
Summit to points north.

The multi-million-dollar bypass that will allow motorists to
not have to drive through Carson (City, but instead head
directly to Reno or take one of the Carson exits is scheduled
to open the first week in August.

This section from Spooner to Fairview Avenue is 3.2 miles. It
is actually 1.8 miles longer than going from Spooner via South
Carson Street to Fairview. Still, NDOT estimates the time
saved will be five minutes on the interstate.

“Within the next two decades, an estimated 43,000 vehicles are
anticipated to travel on the south end of the freeway daily,
meaning this time savings will really add up when considering
all vehicles projected to drive the freeway every day,” Meg
Ragonese with NDOT told Lake Tahoe News on a tour of the
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project in 2015.

For now, there will be a signal at the bottom of Spooner. The
goal is to one day have a flyover so motorists don’t have to
stop. That, though, comes with a price tag of about $24
million. No time line is set for that project.

— Lake Tahoe News staff report

Car into tree injures 2 1n
Meyers

Two people were injured Sunday night when the vehicle they
were in ran into a tree on Apache Drive in Meyers.

A Lake Valley firefighter told Lake Tahoe News a man and a
women were taken to Barton Memorial Hospital. Both had been
able to extricate themselves from the vehicle.

A resident in the area said two cars had been racing up Apache
Drive, one white and one blue.

“One driver swerved off the side of the road and went head-on
into a tree. Some neighbors witnessed both cars racing up
Apache at a very high rate of speed,” the resident told LTN.

The California Highway Patrol responded June 18, saying they
responded to an accident and had not gotten a call about a
pursuit.

— Lake Tahoe News staff report
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Town hall meeting about S.
Lake Tahoe roads

There will be a town hall forum on June 22 about South Lake
Tahoe'’s ballot initiative to raise money for roads by upping
the sales tax.

The meeting will be at the Tahoe Keys office on Ala Wail
Boulevard from 6-8pm.

Representatives from the city, El Dorado County, Tahoe
Resource Conservation District, and Residents for Better Roads
Committee will speak. The Tahoe Keys Property Owners
Association board will be there.

Mountain water may 1look
clear, but don’t trust it

By Sammy Caiola, Sacramento Bee

Last winter’s Sierra snowpack is melting fast in the summer
sun, and backcountry streams are running high. Thirsty hikers
may be tempted to gulp from the alpine springs, but experts
say look out — the clear mountain water could be full of
microscopic organisms just waiting to wreak havoc on your
stomach.

Wilderness water can contain disease-causing agents such as
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giardia, E. coli and salmonella. The higher up and more remote
the water is, the less likely it is to be contaminated by
human and animal waste, but it’'s always a good idea to treat
natural water before drinking it, experts said.

Parasites, viruses and bacteria from feces can make their way
into the watershed and lurk, invisible, until hikers slurp
them up. Outdoor stores sell dozens of water filters and
chemical treatments that are easy to carry and will keep you
safe from water critters. When you’re shopping, look for
products that block bacteria and parasites, such as giarda and
cryptosporidium. If it removes viruses that’'s even better,
said Maggie Brandenburg, outdoor and youth programs manager
for the Tahoe Rim Trail Association.

Read the whole story

Lawmakers tweak policy on
gaming applicants
By Richard N. Velotta, Las Vegas Review-Journal

Late in the recently concluded Nevada legislative session,
lawmakers revisited and modified policy from an era of our
state’s storied gambling past.

And by all accounts, it’'s a positive step for the state and
the industry.

In the 1940s and ’'50s, gaming flourished in Nevada, thanks, in
part, to the gangster element that ran the casinos.

The Gaming Control Act, which included policies designed to
drum out the criminal element, was approved by the Nevada
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Legislature in 1959. One of the key features was a system that
enabled the three-member state Gaming Control Board to make
recommendations on all aspects of gaming license applicants.
The board’s recommendations would go to the five-member Nevada
Gaming Commission for final consideration.

Read the whole story
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