
Toxic  runoff  continues  to
pollute EDC waters

Rainyseasons bring murky water flowing into public
right-of-ways. Photo/George Turnboo

By Joann Eisenbrandt

There is still no permanent solution to the high pH storm
water runoff from the site of the former Diamond Lime Plant
just west of Placerville. For the third winter in a row,
concerns have been raised on the county’s West Slope about the
potential public health threat this poses.

The  Diamond  Lime  Plant  was  a  lime  processing  plant  that
operated from the 1920s until the late 1970s. When it closed,
remnants of its lime processing operations remained on the
site—the residue of crushed lime rocks and limestone settling
ponds.
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The plant was situated above the El Dorado Trail, a popular
local hiking and biking trail. The wet El Nino winter of
2015-16 awakened concerns about the toxicity of the highly
alkaline runoff from the site running beneath and alongside
the trail.

Greg Stanton, director of El Dorado County’s Environmental
Management Department, told Lake Tahoe News back in June 2017,
“El Dorado County has taken proactive measures to ensure the
(El Dorado) trail is safe. Storm water staff has monitored the
discharge points. The results have been as anticipated. We
will continue to monitor it in the next wet weather season.”

The storm water runoff enters seasonal streams and tributaries
along the El Dorado Trail. These drain into Weber Creek and
eventually into the American River. A pH of 12.5 is defined as
hazardous under federal guidelines. The water quality standard
is a pH of 8.5. Soil samples and storm water runoff from the
former lime plant have tested at and above these levels with
readings of pH 14 recorded in two monitoring wells. The pH
scale runs from 0 to 14. A reading of 7, the pH of water, is
neutral. Above 7 is alkaline and below 7 is acidic. 

Where the Diamond Lime Plant once stood are vacant parcels
owned by Michael Lindeman and Lawrence Abel and the Material
Recovery  Facility  operated  by  Waste  Connections.  Other
properties adjacent to the site and along Highway 49 have
commercial or industrial uses; some were developed using fill
soil from the former lime plant property. The Diamond Springs
Parkway  Project,  an  extensive  county  Department  of
Transportation roads project designed for that area has been
years in the planning. Both the Lindeman and Abel properties
are in its construction footprint.

When asked by Lake Tahoe News this month if the pH 14 readings
required immediate action, the county said, “Based on data
collected so far, the high pH groundwater is localized and
does not appear to be migrating vertically or laterally. If



there is a need for immediate remediation, the Water Board, as
the lead agency, would make the determination.”

This is the fence officials believe
will keep people away from the toxic
water. Photo/State Water Board

Who’s in charge?

Local, state and federal agencies all have some jurisdiction.
This includes El Dorado County’s Department of Transportation
and its Planning and Building, and Environmental Management
departments. The California Department of Fish and Wildlife,
the Army Corps of Engineers and the California Regional Water
Quality  Control  Board  have  water-quality  based  regulatory
authority. Water quality is controlled at the federal level by
the  Environmental  Protection  Agency  (EPA)  under  the  Clean
Water  Act.  The  Central  California  Regional  Water  Quality
Control Board oversees water quality issues in California for
the EPA.

In June, county staff presented the Board of Supervisors a
memo updating them on enforcement and remediation efforts at
the  site.  “The  Water  Board,”  it  emphasized,  “is  the  lead
agency regarding the investigation of elevated pH soil and
impact to surface and groundwater in the affected area.” 



Some have criticized the county for always putting ultimate
responsibility on the Water Board while failing to do all they
could to assist in these efforts at the local level.

Lake Tahoe News asked the Water Board for clarification of the
regulatory “pecking order.” Marie McCrink, senior engineering
geologist,  said,  “The  CVWB  is  the  lead  agency  for
characterization and remediation of soil, surface water, and
groundwater quality issues associated with the former Diamond
Springs  Lime  Kiln  Site.  El  Dorado  County,  Environmental
Management Division, (EDC EMD), is lead agency for public
health matters. Both the CVWB and EDC EMD work together on
matters regarding the site and surrounding area. We keep each
other informed of our planned activities and comments and
responses to documents submitted for review.”

A push for action

Local residents and grass-roots organizations are frustrated
that after years of investigation and testing, no significant
remediation has taken place.

Walter Floyd, engineering geologist, and Stewart Black, Water
Board site cleanup program manager, told Lake Tahoe News, “A
significant  amount  of  time  was  taken  to  allow  local
enforcement actions to run their course. Since that time,
Water Board staff believe that the project is proceeding at a
pace that is consistent with an environmental investigation
and remediation project of this type.”

In August, El Dorado Progressives (EDP), a 501(c)4 West Slope
political action nonprofit, along with Save Our County and
Access El Dorado, sent a letter to the Water Board urging them
to take some immediate actions.

“The (storm water) discharge is located next to a public paved
bike trail where children, pets and adults ride, walk and run.
Presently, there is an inadequate so-called barrier that would
not prevent wildlife, pets, children and adults from entering



the spring area and associated pond. We are deeply concerned
that  someone  could  be  seriously  burned.  We  have  been
frustrated from the inaction from other governmental agencies,
specifically El Dorado County Environmental Management.”

The county installed 120 feet of fencing and warning signs in
early 2016 along the portion of the El Dorado Trail where the
highest pH readings were taken and posted advisories on the
county website.

The attachment to EDP’s letter, prepared by Victor Izzo, a
registered geologist who worked for the Water Board for 27
years,  insisted,  “…  this  discharge  is  a  threat  to  public
health and the environment … the remedial investigation and
future remedial action may take years and therefore isolation
to  the  discharge  area,  containment  or  treatment  of  the
discharge and a deed restriction to prevent disturbance of the
partially capped lime waste on the south side of the El Dorado
Trail is required. No construction on the Diamond Springs Lime
Company  Plant  facility  area  should  be  allowed  until
remediation  is  completed.”   

As part of its solid waste removal contract with the county,
Waste  Connections  agreed  to  construct  a  new  MRF  on  its
existing site by October 2019. Investigations into lime waste
contamination have pushed back this schedule.



The 1962 map of the plant site. Photo/State Water
Board

A long history

Public complaints and reports to local, state and federal
agencies regarding the high pH runoff go back years. A string
of citations has been issued to property owners, cleanup and
mitigation plans ordered and soil and water testing reports



written.

(Lake Tahoe News first reported on this issue nearly a year
ago with a two-part series: story one and story two.  This was
followed up another article in June.)

Early  enforcement  efforts  were  centered  on  the  Michael
Lindeman property. Many complained that it made no sense to
exclude  the  Waste  Connections  property  from  such
investigations as it too was part of the Diamond Lime Plant
site. High pH readings in soil samples taken in July by Walter
Floyd  on  the  Lindeman  property  where  it  adjoins  the  MRF
convinced the Water Board that additional investigation of the
Waste Connections property was warranted. The Lawrence Abel
property was later included in the high pH investigations as
well.

Waste Connections, Lindeman, and Abel have now been tasked by
the Water Board to test for high pH water and lime residue and
to come up with alternatives on how to remediate them. Test
wells were drilled, soil and water samples taken and analyzed,
reports and work plans submitted. The Abel Trust is still in
the process of preparing a work plan to identify the extent of
lime waste on their property.

Within the last several weeks, Waste Connections submitted
their report on remedial alternatives to the Water Board and
Holdrege & Kull turned in their proposed winter mitigation
measures work plan for the Lindeman property. These both await
the Water Board’s review and approval.

How high is too high?

Cheryl Bly-Chester, a professional engineer and environmental
engineering consultant, has been asking the county and the
Water  Board  to  take  stronger  action  for  some  time.  She
recently  called  the  Water  Board,  El  Dorado  County
Environmental Management and county Public Health to express
her concerns.
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In a letter to the Water Board on Oct. 13 she wrote, “For
years now, inexplicably high pH (exceeding pH 13, too high to
be merely lime kiln waste) has been measured in surface water
near  the  El  Dorado  Trail,  down-gradient  from  the  Waste
Connections site. Little has been done to protect human health
and  the  environment.  …  Last  summer,  it  was  reported  that
groundwater was sampled at pH 14 in multiple wells at the
Waste  Connections  Facility  on  Throwita  Way  in  El  Dorado
County.” This refers to pH readings contained in the Second
Wuarter 2017 Monitoring Report presented to the Water Board by
the Waste Connections consultants.

Bly-Chester  called  that  report’s  failure  to  discuss  the
implications  of  pH  14  “an  egregious  omission”  by  the
consultant. “I reported that the failure had the appearance of
hiding facts from the public.” She believes the Water Board is
also at fault for not correcting this reporting lapse and,
“has itself engaged in obscuring the extreme pH 14.”

Bly-Chester told Lake Tahoe News that calcium hydroxide (lime)
alone cannot drive a pH reading as high as 14. She says this
indicates there are other toxic compounds or factors such as
underground  pressure  involved.  She  performed  soil  testing
herself in the area in September. It showed the presence of
calcium  hydroxide,  sodium  and  potassium,  but  not  in  high
enough concentrations she believes to drive readings as high
as pH 14.

She is most disturbed that neither the Water Board nor the
county is asking why such high readings are occurring. “They
should be asking this question themselves. It should not be up
to the public to ask these questions. We have to know why we
are  getting  these  readings  because  the  answer  could  be
something dangerous.”

Lake Tahoe News asked the county to respond. They said that pH
readings “can be affected by temperature and other factors.
Laboratory analysis of solids indicate that the material is



Ca(OH)2 (calcium hydroxide); no other high pH materials have
been detected from the data collected thus far.  As the lead
agency,  the  Water  Board  would  make  the  determination  for
additional investigation for other constituents of concern, if
warranted.”

The Water Board was asked why their people had not mentioned
the pH 14 readings in their response letter to El Dorado
Progressives. They told Lake Tahoe News, “Monitoring documents
were neither requested in the El Dorado Progressives letter,
nor provided in the Water Boards response letter.” Their Sept.
25, response to EDP stated, “Staff shares your concerns with
many of the issues, and have directed responsible parties to
collect data about which you may not have known.”

Is the El Dorado Trail safe?

El Dorado Progressives and Bly-Chester among others insist the
existing fencing fails to provide enough protection for users
of the trail or for the area’s wildlife. The Water Board told
El Dorado Progressives, “The barrier erected (by the county)
by the bike path appears to be adequate.”

“The  fencing  by  the  El  Dorado  Trail  is  believed  to  be
sufficient to prevent accidental encounters with the alkaline
water,” they told Lake Tahoe News, “as might occur with an out
of control bicyclist or an errant roller-skater and to deter
most community members and recreational users from entering
the area. A person determined to access the alkaline water
will likely find a way to climb the fence and access the
alkaline water. Recent investigation activity has discovered
that the areas with alkaline surface water occur on private
property, where the general public would not be expected to
trespass.  Water  Board  staff  will  continue  to  work  with
property owners to address wildlife issues in their mitigation
measures work plans.”



Popular  trails  boarder  the  contamination  site.
Photo/George Turnboo

Proposed changes

The  Sept.  25  Holdrege  &  Kull  Winter  2017-18  Mitigations
Measures  Work  Plan  for  the  Lindeman  property  includes
proposals to enhance the fencing. This includes installing 15-
foot-long T-post fences with wire mesh backing on both the
east  and  west  ends  of  the  existing  county  safety  barrier
fence. They also propose an approximately 170-foot-long T-post
fence with wire mesh backing along the northern portion of the
Lindeman property line and warning signage on both fences on
the north and south sides of the walking path “to inform
pedestrians  of  the  potential  health  hazards  of  coming  in
contact or drinking the potentially high pH waters flowing in
the creek.”

The county’s response

El Dorado County originally told Lake Tahoe News, “The county
and the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board



believe that the existing permanent fence installed in 2016
provides  an  adequate  barrier  to  prevent  accidental  public
access to the area impacted with high pH water. The county
will  be  issuing  a  press  release  similar  to  last  season
reminding the public to avoid contact with storm water. No
other additional mitigation measures are anticipated at this
time.”

When asked about the more recent proposals in the Holdrege &
Kull plan, the county responded, “The county believes the
proposed fencing is an adequate barrier to deter a reasonable
person.”

(Responses from El Dorado County were all provided by the
public information officer.)

Is just monitoring the problem good enough?

Both  the  county  and  the  Water  Board  say  they  will  be
“monitoring” the high pH runoff over the next wet season. Many
believe  this  is  not  a  sufficient  response.  El  Dorado
Progressives would like to see a temporary collection system
for the high pH runoff put into place now. Izzo explained to
Lake Tahoe News how a temporary collection system would work.
“The high pH water is running down all the time during the
winter. You would put in a sump to collect the water. It would
be automatically pumped out when it reached a certain amount.
Temporary collection is not impossible. It just comes down to
cost.”

The Water Board responded that they are “considering requiring
an interim remedial measure such as a collection system, but
at this time, has opted not to.” The reasons given were that
field measurements had indicated “areas with high pH surface
water have a limited extent. Field data indicate the alkaline
surface water has historically been neutralized approximately
100 to 200 feet downstream of the source.” Additionally, they
felt there was, “no evidence to indicate that people are being



exposed to alkaline groundwater.” 

Where is the high pH groundwater going?

Bly-Chester  and  Izzo  point  to  the  difficulty  in  telling
exactly where high pH groundwater is going due to the geologic
nature of the area. “There are fractures in the rock,” Izzo
noted. “You never have enough data with groundwater. You can’t
see it all. You have monitoring wells scattered around and
make interpretations based on those wells. From what I’ve seen
in general, once you get down into the fractured rock, the
water is OK. It’s the upper groundwater. When it rains, the
level of the groundwater comes up. It is running down and
along the surface of the bedrock and springing out from the
other side of the bike trail … if it were contained, it
wouldn’t  be  springing  out  on  the  other  side  of  the  bike
trail.”

Bly-Chester agrees. “It’s well known that the El Dorado County
rock basement is highly fractured and water goes everywhere.
How can it be contained in this instance?”

Deed restrictions

El Dorado Progressives also wants deed restrictions on parcels
that were part of the former Diamond Lime Plant site. The
Residual Lime Material Remedial Alternative Evaluation Report
just  presented  to  the  Water  Board  by  Waste  Connections
evaluated three remedial alternatives for the property. Their
consultants determined the best alternative would be partial
source  removal  along  with  excavation/treatment  and  source
isolation.

The Water Board told EDP they will “review and comment on all
proposed remedies for the site. If the selected remedy entails
leaving highly alkaline soils at the site, all waste left in
place will be secured so that it does not pose a risk to human
health,  the  environment  or  waters  of  the  state  and  deed
restrictions will be required.”



Determining the extent of the problem

El Dorado Progressives questioned whether the full extent of
the Diamond Lime Plant operations has been determined. “The
overall extent of the lime kiln waste has not been defined. A
parcel by parcel investigation has been done instead of an
evaluation of the total extent of lime plant operation. The
aerial extent appears larger than the parcel presently under
investigation.” 

This refers to aerial photos taken in1962. The Water Board
says that the1962 aerial photos were georeferenced using the
geographic  information  system  (GIS).  They  point  to  the
evaluation of these photos as part of the historical use of
the  site  report  by  Holdrege  &  Kull  in  June  for  Michael
Lindeman which indicates that 1962 was the year in which the
maximum historical limits of operation took place. Property
owners, the Water Board told EDP, have all been asked to
determine the full lateral and vertical extent of lime waste
and its impacts on surface water and groundwater on their
property.

What would Erin Brockovich say?

The presence of chrome 6, the hexavalent chromium made famous
by Erin Brockovich, was also raised by El Dorado Progressives.
They say that additional sampling for chrome 6 (Cr+6) and
other heavy metals still needs to be done. They pointed to
samples in which heavy metals exceeded the acceptable MCL
(maximum contaminant level) for drinking water as established
by the EPA.

Chrome 6 is a common byproduct of lime kiln operations. “They
know lime kilns convert chromium,” Bly-Chester said. “They
only sampled for it in one or two places and called it good.”
When chromium is heated up, she explained, it oxidizes as
other heavy metals like arsenic do. When they are oxidized, it
changes their chemical composition and they get extra icons



which makes them reactive. “Chrome 6 is a toxin.”

The Water Board told EDP that the water samples they referred
to were from a 2016 Well Monitoring Report and should have
been filtered by the analytical laboratory. “However, due to a
miscommunication between the consultant and the laboratory,
three of the samples were not filtered.” These were the ones
with  the  high  concentrations.  “The  data  from  these  three
borings are therefore considered suspect and biased high due
to the presence of suspended solids in the samples.”

No additional sampling from these borings was done. The Water
Board concluded that, “hexavalent chromium is not a chemical
of concern at the Site.”

The responsibility puzzle

Assigning blame for the fact that toxic impacts of the Diamond
Lime Plant remain 40 years after it closed is not that easy.
While Victor Izzo affirms, “The whole site is a threat,” his
years with the Water Board give him insights into why the
process often takes so long.

“The problem from the Water Board’s perspective,” he told LTN,
“is that they often don’t know (about a problem) until someone
reports it.” Once the extent of the problem is identified, he
adds, there are three steps: selecting the remedial process,
designing how it will be done, and then cleanup. Once the
remedial design is in place it can be implemented. Right now,
he said, “They are only at the selection stage.”

Next steps

While some things are known, many more are not. The Water
Board is still waiting for the final work plan for the Abel
property.  It  will  need  to  review  it  and  those  recently
presented  by  Waste  Connections  and  Michael  Lindeman.  What
actions  it  and  El  Dorado  County  will  ultimately  take  and
which, if any, of El Dorado Progressives suggestions could be



implemented prior to the rainy season remains unknown.

Three years ago, frustrated local residents asked the 2013-14
El  Dorado  County  Jury  to  conduct  an  investigation  of  the
continuing high pH runoff. The Grand Jury concluded, “Nobody
is doing anything to stop it. Not the owner, not the county
and not the state.” Despite actions taken since then, the
grand jury’s conclusion that “the last vestige of the Diamond
Lime Plant may be the lime waste that today continues to
contaminate  the  property,  surrounding  area  and  adjacent
waterways,” remains true today.

Opinion:  Longing  for  the
softer side of hurricanes
By Dulce Vasquez

After  school,  whenever  I  walked  into  my  family’s  home  in
Davie, Fla., I was always reminded of 1992’s Hurricane Andrew,
which decimated nearly 64,000 homes about 60 miles away in the
city of Homestead. Andrew—all Floridians are on a first name
basis with their hurricanes—still lived on via the duct tape
my uncle had applied to our jalousie windows. Even after the
tape was removed, a large X of residue remained that my mother
never bothered to scrub off.

Two things are funny about this: First, I didn’t actually
experience Andrew, because I didn’t move to Florida until
1993. Second, that was the extent of hurricane preparations
back then—duct tape to be sure that if the windows shattered,
the glass would stick together, instead of splintering into
tiny and dangerous little pieces. When you’ve grown up with
hurricanes, their memories—like the tape residue—never quite
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go away.

My first real hurricane was Erin in 1995. Then 9 years old, I
had no idea what to expect, but figured that all hurricanes
were the same and this one would tear my house apart. So I
took matters into my own hands. I got that green plastic
mover’s wrap you can find at U-Haul, fully wrapped the 13-inch
CRT television I’d negotiated having in my bedroom, and put
all of my books, Barbies, and beanie babies in plastic storage
bins.

During  Erin,  every  window  in  our  home  was  covered  with
plywood, so inside the house it felt like it was 2am even
during the day. I plopped down to watch the living room TV,
but all broadcasts had the same information on loop until the
next National Hurricane Center forecast was released (every
six hours). After several hours of this, I decided that my
house was not going to flood and that I could unwrap my
bedroom television and go back to watching “The Fresh Prince
of Bel-Air. “

I don’t mean to be flip—I know that hurricanes can kill people
and destroy entire regions, and, when response and relief are
slow to arrive, the aftermath of these storms can be even
deadlier, as Puerto Rico is tragically experiencing right now.

But for those who have lived in hurricane-prone places, these
epic disasters can come to feel routine. For me ever since
Erin, hurricanes have been business as usual to me. Floridians
rarely flinch at anything weaker than a Category 3. You go
through the motions: put plywood on the windows, get enough
water and non-perishable goods, fill every car you own with
gas to the brim, and hope for the best.

As a kid, I always hoped the hurricanes would come during the
week so school would get canceled. If we were really lucky
(which I was a few times), the storm would hit on a test day
and I’d have a few extra days to study.



The familiarity of the pre-hurricane procedure was, in its
way, comforting. My family would sit on the couch and flip
between the Weather Channel and Spanish news. My mom would go
up to the TV and point to all possible trajectories, always
deciding that we’d be a direct hit. My dad would then reason
with her. But we were all experiencing it together.

The feeling that this was a holiday continued during the lull
after the storm passed through; It almost feels like Christmas
morning, where everything is quiet, and no one is in the
streets yet and riding their bicycles.

The storms, like birthdays or holidays, eventually become part
of the way you remember life.  

In 2004, there was Ivan, which made me late for my first day
of college in Chicago. The airport didn’t reopen until an hour
after my flight was supposed to take off. Similarly, Ernesto
in 2006 made me one week late to my study-abroad program in
Paris.  

I remember Katrina. My mother’s prediction of our home being a
direct hit finally came true in August 2005 when the eye of
Katrina made its first landfall just north of Miami as “only”
a Category 1. It was nothing compared to what happened in
Louisiana, but it still managed to leave a million Floridians
without power and cause $630 million worth of damage.

In the lull after that storm, sitting in my bedroom, I managed
to write to one of my dorm mates from college, who lived in
New Orleans. I warned that as a Category 1 storm, it’d been
very powerful, and hoped he’d be careful. He wrote back to
confirm he and his family had evacuated to north Florida. When
we got back to school a few weeks later he let us know that
his home was under 6 feet of water and was a total loss.

That same season was when I experienced my first hurricane
from afar. Wilma ripped through Florida later in 2005. It was
one of the latest-forming storms I can remember, hitting in



late October. Comfortably welcoming fall in Chicago, I talked
with my parents every day. They called to say they were safe
and had a generator to power the fridge. Within a few days, my
dad had run hundreds of feet of extension cords to power our
three neighbors’ refrigerators. It took three weeks for their
power to get restored.

I still visit often, but I haven’t lived in Florida since
2005. As it happens, no major hurricane since Wilma in 2005
had made direct landfall in Florida, until this year. Over the
last  12  years,  my  family  had  dealt  with  warnings  and
evacuations, and my parents, instead of scurrying to Home
Depot for plywood, replaced those outdated jalousie windows
with  some  double  paned  windows  with  beautiful  colonial
grilles. To protect them, they invested their tax refunds on
accordion shutters that take no more than 5 minutes per window
to close.

But Irma brought the hurricanes back home. From Los Angeles,
where I live, I started tracking Irma as soon as it became a
Category 5 storm. On Monday, my mom texted “Looks like pinche
Irma is coming.” Harvey had just destroyed Houston, and this
was poised to be an even stronger hurricane, so there I was
again, every six hours looking for the next National Hurricane
Center forecast update.

On Tuesday, I asked my mom if they wanted to evacuate, and
volunteered to book their flights. She said they’d wait and
make a call on Thursday. On Wednesday, I sent my mom a graphic
of the latest trajectory, which showed Irma blowing directly
through their house. I asked again if they wanted to evacuate.

On Thursday my Mom said she wanted to evacuate but dad didn’t
want to. My anxiety and frustration grew. That night I had a
dream that the roof of our home tore off. On Friday, I took
action and told mom that the safest place in the house was in
the bathroom (most inner, central place in the house, without
windows). I wasn’t sure if that’s true or not, but it made me



feel better.

On Saturday, my aunt, uncle, and cousin came to my parents’
house– they live in a mobile home and those are always unsafe.
Curfew started at 4pm.

On Sunday, as soon as I woke up and still in bed, I texted my
mom to check in, but my iMessages were not going through. That
meant they lost power and/or cell service. I started to panic.
I  texted  everyone  else  in  the  house:  mom,  dad,  brother,
cousin, aunt. Nothing. Finally, after what seemed like the
longest 20 minutes of my life, a message finally came through.
All were safe. Relief.

Through the whole process, every ounce of me wanted to be
there, in the storm with my family.

Dulce Vasquez is director of strategic partnerships at Arizona
State University and the former managing director at Zócalo
Public Square, for which she wrote this.

The new reality of old age in
America
By Mary Jordan and Kevin Sullivan, Washington Post

Richard Dever had swabbed the campground shower stalls and
emptied 20 garbage cans, and now he climbed slowly onto a John
Deere mower to cut a couple acres of grass.

“I’m going to work until I die, if I can, because I need the
money,” said Dever, 74, who drove 1,400 miles to this Maine
campground from his home in Indiana to take a temporary job
that pays $10 an hour.
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Dever shifted gently in the tractor seat, a rubber cushion
carefully positioned to ease the bursitis in his hip — a
snapshot of the new reality of old age in America.

People are living longer, more expensive lives, often without
much of a safety net. As a result, record numbers of Americans
older than 65 are working — now nearly 1 in 5. That proportion
has risen steadily over the past decade, and at a far faster
rate  than  any  other  age  group.  Today,  9  million  senior
citizens work, compared with 4 million in 2000.

Read the whole story

Mt. Rose to be first Tahoe
area resort to open
Mt.  Rose  Ski  Tahoe  will  open  Oct.  27-28  for  skiing  and
snowboarding.

It is the first Tahoe area to open for the 2017-18 season.

One beginner ski trail accessed by the Wizard chairlift will
run from 8am-noon both days. Lift tickets will be available
for $20 for guests ages 16 and older, and $10 for those 15 and
younger.

Mother  Nature  and  snowmaking  will  dictate  future  days  of
operation.
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Wine Country residents wonder
where to live
By Lizzie Johnson, San Francisco Chronicle

It’s the loneliest part of the recovery.

After the ruins of their homes stop smoldering, after the
donations slow, and after the emergency shelters close one by
one, many people displaced by this month’s fires will remain
in  limbo.  They  must  find  a  new  place  to  live,  at  least
temporarily. But they are already struggling, one by one, to
find homes — the most basic step in regaining what was lost.

The housing problem is expected to be so dire that up to 8,000
displaced  residents  will  leave  Sonoma  County,  said  Sean
McGlynn, the city manager of Santa Rosa, where the destruction
is the heaviest. And the diaspora has already begun.

Read the whole story

Halloween event in SLT also a
fundraiser
Halloween is coming early to Ski Run Marina.

The  businesses  in  this  South  Lake  Tahoe  complex  are
celebrating the holiday on Oct. 28 from 5:30-8pm. Trick or
treating will be available at 13 businesses.

It’s not just about collecting candy. The center is also using
this time to raise money and gather food for Bread & Broth for

https://www.laketahoenews.net/2017/10/wine-country-residents-wonder-live/
https://www.laketahoenews.net/2017/10/wine-country-residents-wonder-live/
http://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/Big-Wine-Country-fire-question-Where-are-all-the-12303601.php?t=78bf606090
https://www.laketahoenews.net/2017/10/halloween-event-slt-also-fundraiser/
https://www.laketahoenews.net/2017/10/halloween-event-slt-also-fundraiser/


Kids. This nonprofit provides food to local youngsters on the
weekend who might otherwise go without. People are asked to
donate loose change or whatever cash they want to the cause,
as well as bring non-perishable single serving food items
youths might like.

Snippets about Lake Tahoe
·      Bread & Broth, an all-volunteer organization whose
mission  is  to  ease  hunger  in  the  Lake  Tahoe  South  Shore
community,  needs  volunteers  to  help  with  communications,
fundraising, volunteer coordination and Monday meal volunteer
coordination.  For  more  info,  contact  Myee  Costanzo  at
mavecilla24@gmail.com.

·       Kiwanis Club of Lake Tahoe is putting on a free
Halloween Carnival on Oct. 31 from 4-6:30pm at Kahle Community
Center in Stateline. Bring a treat bag. For more info, call
775.586.7271.

·       More than 3,480 pounds of trash were collected at
Sierra-at-Trash on Keep Sierra Clean Day.

·       Truckee Chamber of Commerce is putting on a search
engine optimization workshop on Nov. 16, 8-10:30am. For more
info, go online.

·       There will be a free public workshop conducted by
HICAP on Oct. 31 at 1pm at the South Lake Tahoe Senior Center
to help Medicare enrollees understand coverage options for
2018.

https://www.laketahoenews.net/2017/10/snippets-lake-tahoe-573/
http://chamber.truckee.com/events/details/knowledge-bites-smart-seo-tactics-for-local-businesses-9179


Wood specialist to give talk
at LTCC
Artist Malcolm Tibbetts is putting on a free art event at Lake
Tahoe Community College on Nov. 3 at 5:30pm.

He will talk his artistic pursuits. Tibbetts is a South Lake
Tahoe-based artist who primarily works with wood. He started
fitting  pieces  of  wood  together  as  a  child  in  his
grandfather’s workshop, beginning a lifelong, serious hobby.
After building many furniture pieces and acquiring a shop’s
worth  full  of  tools,  Tibbetts  began  doing  segmented
woodturning. Before becoming a full-time turner, Tibbetts was
represented by the Stones Gallery in downtown San Francisco.
Currently he sells his artworks directly to the public.

He’s donated several large sculptures to LTCC that can be
found around campus.

The talk will be in Room F101 in the Fine Arts building on
LTCC’s campus. Space is limited, so arrive early.

Author  of  backcountry  guide
to give talk
Jeremy  Benson  and  his  new  California  backcountry  ski  and
snowboard  guidebook  will  the  subject  of  Alpenglow  Sports’
Tailgate Talk No. 5 on Nov. 2.

https://www.laketahoenews.net/2017/10/wood-specialist-give-talk-ltcc/
https://www.laketahoenews.net/2017/10/wood-specialist-give-talk-ltcc/
https://www.laketahoenews.net/2017/10/author-backcountry-guide-give-talk/
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Benson is Tahoe-based pro-skier and backcountry expert. He
details 97 of the state’s best routes in “Backcountry Ski and
Snowboard  Routes:  California.”  From  Mount  Shasta  to  Mount
Whitney, this guide gives route recommendations in any neck of
the woods. The guide is written with intermediate to advanced
skiers  and  snowboarders  in  mind.  Trips  range  from  quick
daytime  escapes  to  challenging  overnight  expeditions.  Each
trip description includes elevation and distance data, skill
level and recommended season.

Benson will begin with a slideshow talk to give the inside
scoop on the routes he describes in his guide. He will follow
his presentation with a Q & A session and book signing. The
guide will be available for purchase during the event.

Entry is $5 at the door. Sierra Nevada beer will be available,
with proceeds benefiting the Sierra Avalanche Center. The talk
is at the Tahoe City shop at 6:30pm.

CHP  officer  injured  in  El
Dorado County
By Cathy Locke, Sacramento Bee

A  Placerville-area  California  Highway  Patrol  officer  is
recovering from injuries suffered Monday in a struggle with a
suspect in a rural area of El Dorado County.

The  suspect,  20-year-old  Michael  Treece,  was  taken  into
custody after a vehicle pursuit and manhunt, according to a
CHP Facebook post.

The incident began Monday morning when Officer Ian Hoey, the

https://www.laketahoenews.net/2017/10/chp-officer-injured-el-dorado-county/
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Placerville  CHP  area’s  community  resource  officer,  was  on
patrol in the Grizzly Flat area in southern El Droado County,
following up on traffic complaints.

Read the whole story

http://www.sacbee.com/news/local/crime/article180916746.html

