Festival of Trees and Lights
designed for whole family

Harrah’s Lake Tahoe’s showroom will be transformed into a
winter wonderland with trees and wreaths decorated by school
children and local designers for the sixth annual Barton
Health Festival of Trees and Lights is Dec. 3-7.

Throughout each day, attendees may watch holiday performances,
shop for holiday gifts at Mrs. Claus’ Gift Shop, and bid in
the silent auction. Children can write to Santa and make
crafts at the Gingerbread Junction, or get a family photo with
the jolly old man.

This 1is Barton Foundation’s largest fundraiser, with this
year’s proceeds going to Barton Hospice.

For adults looking for an elegant night out, the Gala is Dec.
6.

Children, along with their parents, are invited to bring their
teddy bears to the Teddy Bear Brunch on Dec. 7. They can also
stop by the Teddy Bear hospital any time during the festival
for an animal-friendly check-up.

Entrance to Festival of Trees and Lights for public viewing is
$3 for children or seniors and $5 for adults. To view a full
event line-up, go to online.

Snippets about Lake Tahoe
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Hal Cole

e The Nov. 18 9am South Lake Tahoe City Council meeting will
include the state of the city address from Mayor Hal Cole.

e Barton Health’s Hospice on Dec. 3 from 6-7pm will honor
those who have died. Light Up a Life is free and all attendees
will receive a personalized ornament. For more info or to
share an honoree, call 530.543.5581. The event is at Harrah’s
Lake Tahoe.

e Mindi Befu is leaving Sierra-at-Tahoe to run Barton Health'’s
marketing department.

e State Sen. Ted Gaines, R-Roseville, received an A grade for
the eighth year in a row on the Howard Jarvis Taxpayers
Association’s 2014 Legislative Report Card.

e The National Environmental Education Foundation and Toyota
have granted the League to Save Lake Tahoe $2,000 to enhance
several volunteer programs in 2015, including the annual Tahoe
Forest Stewardship Day; Keep Tahoe Red, White & Blue Beach
Cleanups on July 5; and Eyes on the Lake trainings and survey
days.

Letter: LTCC thankful for
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Measure F support

To the community,

Thank you for your support of and confidence in the students,
board, faculty, staff, and leadership of Lake Tahoe Community
College. We'd like to personally thank the South Lake Tahoe
community for lending your support to Measure F, and for
turning out this Election Day.

This community’s four-decade-long involvement and interest in
the college is what keeps LTCC going. You’'ve supported your
local community college, and we hope in the months and years
to come, you’ll see firsthand the difference Measure F 1is
making and will join us in celebrating its passage.

It’s been a long journey toward Election Day for Lake Tahoe
Community College and the many volunteers who supported
Measure F, endorsed it, donated toward the campaign, walked
neighborhoods to get out the vote, made phone calls on behalf
of it, and voted in favor of it. To all those who worked so
hard for so long to get this bond measure passed, thank you
sincerely. Your efforts have made Measure F a reality. This
bond measure will contribute not only to the success and
growth of our college and students, but also of our community.
Great things await all of us thanks to your efforts. The
staff, students, faculty and administration at LTCC owe you a
huge debt of gratitude.

Special thanks also must go to the dozens of hard-working
members of the Measure F campaign committee who donated many
hours of their time for months to attend meetings, collect
endorsements, put up signs, write letters to the editor,
arrange phone banking nights, and all the other efforts that
helped to turn out the vote and get Measure F passed. Your
total dedication to LTCC’s future was inspiring, touching, and
made all the difference. Thank you.
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With sincere gratitude,
Roberta Mason, board president

Kindred Murillo, superintendent/president Lake Tahoe Community
College

LTCC squeaks out a win with
facilities bond

By Susan Wood

One couldn’t say Lake Tahoe Community College President
Kindred Murillo doesn’t stand up for the college, judging from
her behavior election night to see if the bond measure that
would fund infrastructure improvements would pass.

With 100 percent of the precincts voting, the $55 million bond
measure passed with 56.62 percent of the vote. It needed 55
percent to pass.

“I haven’t seen her sit yet,” said Wendy David, who threw a
small gathering at her home to await City Council and Measure
F election results. David was chair of the Measure F
committee.

“I'm standing until I see the final results,” Murillo told
Lake Tahoe News early in the evening.

Still, Murillo seemed relaxed and confident — and felt a win
was in the bag based on the education gained from other
elections. The belief is more conservative voters cast their
ballots first. Those who are a little flexible with their
funds may vote later. Her theory paid off.
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Founding and retiring LTCC
board member Roberta Mason
can leave knowing physical
upgrades are coming.
Photo/Susan Wood

Murillo, though, said she respected how seriously voters take
new taxes imposed on them.

But after a more than two-year assessment, the time is really
now for the college to put its money where its building is,
she said. Just to illustrate that point, Murillo declared her
staff has all gotten over colds because the heating system
lacks reliability. Students and community members as well have
mentioned how cold the building is in the winter.

“This (bond measure) 1is really for them. The college opens
doors for people to use for meetings, walks, runs and
fundraisers. I want the Tahoe area to feel like it owns the
college,” she said.

And what a send-off statement to LTCC’s retiring, founding
board member Roberta Mason.

“We’ve received a tremendous amount of support. It’s the
perfect time to do (improvement),” Mason told Lake Tahoe News.
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Novasel headed to Placerville
as supervisor

Sue Novasel will be the next El Dorado County District 5
supervisor. Photo/Provided

By Susan Wood

With El Dorado County Supervisor Norma Santiago being termed
out of her District 5 seat, it means someone new will be sworn
in in January. Sue Novasel is the unquestionable winner with
100 percent of the precincts reporting. She has 3,592 votes or
59.92 percent of the vote.

Her opponent, Kenny Curtzwiler has 2,331 votes at 39.58
percent.

Novasel, who 1lives in Christmas Valley where Internet
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reception can be iffy at times, yelled the early numbers
across the room to the handful of friends and family gathered
to support her when Lake Tahoe News told her the news over the
phone.

Although absentee results have often been telling in races
particularly in this county, Novasel was not taking anything
for granted while the numbers were still changing.

“I'm humbled. I had hoped the voters understood that I have a
lot of experience,” she said.

The longtime Meyers resident knows that experience needs to be
accelerated as El Dorado County is facing huge issues ranging
from a consistently fluid budget to having its chief
administrative officer resign Nov. 4. Novasel sees that as an
opportunity. After all, it’'s how she started on the Lake Tahoe
Unified School Board a dozen years ago.

“There’s certainly a lot of dysfunction in the county. I know
we need to tighten down with the budget,” she said, alluding
to a low point as perhaps “a good way to start.”

Phone calls to Curtzwiler were not returned.

As with most elections, only a minority of the people who live
here actually vote.

However, the hope is that tradition will trump the dismal
prediction of Tuesday’s mid-term elections for El Dorado
County. The voters usually demonstrate more enthusiasm than
most of the 58 counties in California. And that’s what county
Registrar Bill Schultz is counting on this time.

“We’re hoping for around 60 percent, and it could be higher.
Historically we’ve had a better turnout than most counties,”
Schultz told Lake Tahoe News on election night.

As of 3pm Election Day, Schultz said his staff raked in a 32
percent return on vote-by-mail ballots at 34,221. More than



73,000 were sent out.

“That’s a little higher than June,” he said, referring to last
summer’s primary.

“Most of the time they tell the tale,” he added, as most
voters turn to an easier way to vote that’s been described as
simple as ordering pizza.

In the county of 106,931 registered voters, absentees make up
68 percent. Still, Schultz also heard from election workers
that attendance has been better than predicted at precincts.

In El Dorado County, many could be more interested in local
issues than watching how much of a margin Gov. Jerry Brown
would win by. Having two seats up on the county Board of
Supervisors is “the big one right there,” Schultz quipped. And
this race could set the pace for that 60 percent voter turnout
and strong absentee prediction.

Early analysis has shown that of the 17,825 registered voters
in the county’s District 5, 10,752 vote-by-mail ballots were
issued.

Statewide, the prediction was for less than 50 percent of
voters to turn out. The record low was set in 2002 with 50.5
percent turnout. It is expected that 60 percent of those will
be cast via absentee votes. The record was set in 2010 with
48.4 percent absentee voters.

The problem comes when those voters turn them in on Election
Day. Those ballots don’t get counted until days after the
election, which is why the frontrunners can change and
election night results are not solid. It could be as many as 1
million ballots that will be outstanding.

Kathryn Reed contributed to this story.



David, Davis, Swanson — SLT
council
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Tom Davis Angela Swanson

By Kathryn Reed and Susan Wood

Voters in South Lake Tahoe appear to want a little of what
they are used to mixed in with something new.

Three seats were up on the City Council, with all of the
incumbents seeking re-election Nov. 4. Tom Davis and Angela
Swanson are in the top three with 100 percent of the precincts
reporting just after lam Nov. 5.

“The public likes a little change on the council. I think the
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public recognizes the city is headed in the right way and I
got that message out,” Davis told Lake Tahoe News. “My message
was what we have accomplished within the city.”

He is second with 15.56 percent of the vote or 1,042 votes.

Wendy David, right, talks to
supporters on election
night. Photo/Susan Wood

It’s been a good week of “yes, yes, yes” in Giants terms for
top vote getter and newcomer Wendy David.

After her San Francisco team secured a third World Series win
in five years last week, she ended a productive tenure on Lake
Tahoe Unified School District’s board. She was first elected
to that board in 1997.

And now, she’s in the top spot for one of three seats on the
City Council with 18 percent of the vote and 1,205 votes.

What she brings to the council is experience 1in social
services through her vast amount of volunteer work as well as
previous paid positions.

David said amid a crowd of about 15 people at her home,
including those from Lake Tahoe Community College, that
running against six other people, unlike her school board
candidacies, made it more of a challenge.

“These are seven competent candidates ... I felt it could be
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anybody’s race,” she told Lake Tahoe News, adding the notion
the voters know that she cares “very much about the
community.”

Incumbent Angela Swanson came in third at 14.12 percent, 945
votes.

She was unavailable for comment.

While David, Davis and Swanson are the top vote getters, it’s
possible this will not be the final outcome. Not many votes
separate the seven and these numbers are preliminary. Any
absentee ballots that were turned in on Election Day will be
counted in the next few days. That is why the results could
change.

This is Austin Sass’ third time to run for council. Until the
last update he had been in third place. He had 13.92 percent,
932 votes.

“I think I got across to people that I was independent and not
tied to anybody,” Sass told Lake Tahoe News of why he did
better.

Coming in fifth is incumbent Brooke Laine. She was appointed
to the seat vacated by Claire Fortier. She has 13.35 percent,
894 votes.

Laine commended David for the position she’s in.

Laine’s day has been stressful since the start. An auditor
came into U.S. Bank where she is the manager. This is daunting
even for a grace-under-pressure elected official such as
Laine.

n

“I will respect whatever the outcome is,” she said, relaxing
at home after about two dozen people had left.

Rounding out the field are first time contender Matt Palacio
(12.53 percent, 839) and former Councilman Bruce Grego (12.29



percent, 823 votes).

The council will be sworn in Dec. 9. Those five will then
choose among themselves who will be mayor and mayor pro tem.
Normally mayor pro tem steps into the mayor’s seat. With Laine
currently out of the equation, that opens up the likely
possibility of Mayor Hal Cole having the job for consecutive
years or Davis taking on his fourth term as mayor.

Other local races include:

Measure H for Lake Valley Fire Protection District would tax
residents in the Meyers area only. The money generated would
mostly be used for fuels reduction projects. It required 66
percent of the voters to say yes for it to pass. The no votes
resoundingly took at 66.48 percent.

Lake Tahoe Community College for the first time has district
elections. The one contested race is for the seat being
vacated by Molly Blann. Michelle Sweeney won with 52.14
percent (586 votes) with Bob Grant having 47.51 percent (534).

South Tahoe Public Utility District has two seats up, with
only one incumbent running. Longtime board member Jim Jones
won with 59.06 percent (2,347 votes) compared to challenger
Shane Romsos with 40.51 percent (1,610). In the other STPUD
race, Duane Wallace trounced Andy Chapman with 65.06 percent
(2,495). Chapman had 34.55 percent (1,325).

Opinion: Daly leaves wake of
destruction

By Larry Weitzman
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Terri Daly, the El Dorado County’s chief administrator
officer, spent the last week cleaning out her desk and office
of everything personal. But it remains unknown whether any
county property or more important, any county records went
with her. It is also unknown the reason for her sudden
departure.

At the Nov. 4 Board of Supervisors meeting she resigned.

Kathryn Reed, publisher of Lake Tahoe News, reported first on
this story on Saturday after a Friday email from others and me
about Daly cleaning out her office. She called District V
Supervisor Norma Santiago to ask what Daly’s actions mean.

Larry Weitzman

Santiago replied, “I'm not going to tell you. I'll call you
later. Bye.” Remarks like that made it sound very foreboding
for Daly.

Daly in four years has ruined this county. She acted like the
EDC budget was hers to do with as she pleased. She hired her
friends, giving them big salaries. Many of them were
incompetent or were other county rejects. She gave everyone
huge raises and god help anyone who crossed her or Kim Kerr.
One point that must always be remembered, Daly has served at
the pleasure of the Board of Supervisors. They are ultimately
responsible.

A recent restudy of the budget projections from an earlier
column may indicate that the cash shortfall over the next five
years will not be $103 million, but could rise to a five-year
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total of $125 million (more on that in my next column). Hey,
that $20 million albatross of a lease Daly stuck Amador County
with over the next 13 years is going to look like small
potatoes to EDC.

Randy Rafoth suffered under the Daly regime when he questioned
Daly’s use of the Risk Management budget for her purposes.
Because he was about three months from ending his probationary
period as director of Risk Management, he was let go by Kerr.
He didn’t know Daly and Kerr were absolute rulers.

Then there is the recent firing of the director of Child
Support Services, Laura Roth. Roth at the time of her
unwarranted firing was ranked No. 2 or 3 in the state on a 58
countywide basis in total collections. She was certainly doing
a good job, but that didn’'t matter to Daly when you cross her.

Another victim of the wrath of crossing Daly and/or Kerr was
head of probation, Greg Sly. Sly complained that Kerr
shouldn’t have sent an email to county managers that said you
should keep a tube of KY Jelly and explain to complaining
employees that it will ease their pain. Sly was eventually let
go for complaining that the email sent by Kerr was harassment.
There was an “investigation,” but it was investigated by two
of Daly’'s cronies, both hired out of Amador County; just like
Kerr.

The investigator on Sly’'s complaint was Karen Kramer, an
employment law attorney, who was hired as an outside
consultant by Daly. And yes, Kramer was a former Amador County
contractor. During her investigation Kramer told employees
that all statements taken would be confidential except for the
Acting HR Director Karl Knobelauch, also a Daly hire from
Amador County. But employees were afraid as they knew anything
said against Kerr would go straight to Daly. The investigation
was whitewashed by Daly’s friend, Knobelauch, and Sly was soon
forced to retire. Nothing happened to Kerr. Sly’'s “firing”
isn’t over and may cost the county millions of dollars in the



near future.

Daly also let outside consulting contracts with Martha Shaver,
a former Amador County employee.

But wait; there are more Friends of Daly. Daly hired Kerr as
she was about to get fired as the Ione city manager. When Kerr
was the Ione city manager she spent time at the Amador County
offices of Daly. According to employees of Amador County, they
would see Kerr there often. Although Daly denies it, Daly had
to know of Kerr’s indiscretions while the Ione city manager.

Daly hired her and gave her a raise.

Daly also wanted to hire Robyn Drivon as county counsel. I
don’t know Ms. Drivon, but she was about to be let go by Yolo
County as their county counsel. Was that the best choice? It
was for Daly. Drivon was hired in at the top of the pay scale.

Daly also hired Pam Knorr, now head of HR as well as the
interim CAO. Daly gave her a big raise and also had the BOS
raise the top salary for HR director from about $130,000 to
$160,000. Knorr left her prior position as CAO of Alpine
County (population 1,100) under questionable circumstances.

Daly also recommended analyst Kelly Webb as the new IT
director with a $140,000 paycheck, a raise of about $30,000.
Webb’'s short lived performance was so poor she was quickly
demoted by the BOS back to her original position quite
recently.

In other words, Daly’'s departure will be good riddance. She
hired many unqualified people, paid them outlandish salaries,
hired consultant after consultant, fired many qualified
employees, hired hundreds of unnecessary new employees and
caused EDC to be facing a five-year deficit totaling as much
as $125 million. Unfortunately, even though the door will
close behind her, Daly’s actions will cost the county perhaps
millions of dollars in the future, notwithstanding the huge



deficit. It’s been a great four-plus years.

Larry Weitzman is a resident of Rescue.

Calif. voters reject Props.
45, 46, 48; pass 47

By Tracy Seipel and Jessica Calefati, San Jose Mercury News

California voters soundly rejected two hotly contested
propositions Tuesday night - one that would have halted
excessive health care insurance rates and another that would
have raised the state’s 39-year-old cap on medical malpractice
damage awards.

An Indian gaming proposal also failed.

But voters passed a measure that requires misdemeanor
sentences rather than longer felony sentences for six crimes.

Proposition 45 would have given the state insurance
commissioner the power to reject health insurance rate hikes
for about six million Californians who buy their own policies
or who work for small businesses. It had trailed badly all
night, as had Proposition 46, which would have raised the
state’s 39-year-old cap on medical malpractice damage awards,
require doctors to take random drug tests and mandate use of a
database designed to reduce prescription drug abuse.

“This was a battle worth fighting. But the battle doesn’t stop
here,” Bob Pack, author of Proposition 46, said in a statement
released late Tuesday night. He and his wife, Carmen, lost
their two children Troy and Alana as a result of medical
negligence.
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Read the whole story

Reid no 1longer majority
leader

By David Espo and Robert Furlow, AP

WASHINGTON — Riding a powerful wave of voter discontent,
resurgent Republicans captured control of the Senate and
tightened their grip on the House Tuesday night in elections
certain to complicate President Obama’s final two years in
office.

Republican Mitch McConnell led the way to a new Senate
majority, dispatching Democratic challenger Alison Lundergan
Grimes in Kentucky after a $78 million campaign of unrelieved
negativity. Voters are “hungry for new leadership. They want a
reason to be hopeful,” said the man now in line to become
majority leader and set the Senate agenda.

Two-term incumbent Mark Pryor of Arkansas was the first
Democrat to fall, defeated by freshman Rep. Tom Cotton. Sen.
Mark Udall of Colorado was next, defeated by Rep. Cory
Gardner. Sen. Kay Hagan also lost, in North Carolina, to Thom
Tilllis, the speaker of the state House.

Republicans also picked up seats in Iowa, West Virginia, South
Dakota and Montana, all states where Democrats retired. They
had needed a net gain of six seats to end a Democratic
majority in place since 2006.

In the House, with dozens of races uncalled, Republicans had
picked up 11 seats that had been in Democratic hands, and
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given up only one.

A net pickup of 13 would give them more seats in the House
than at any time since 1946.

Obama was at the White House as voters remade Congress for the
final two years of his tenure — not to his 1liking. With
lawmakers set to convene next week for a postelection session,
he invited leaders to a meeting on Friday.

The shift in control of the Senate, coupled with a GOP-led
House, probably means a strong GOP assault on budget deficits,
additional pressure on Democrats to accept sweeping changes to
the health care law that stands as Obama’s signal domestic
accomplishment and a bid to reduce federal regulations.

Obama’s ability to win confirmation for lifetime judicial
appointments could also suffer, including any Supreme Court
vacancies.

Speaker John Boehner, in line for a third term as head of the
House, said the new Republican-controlled Congress would vote
soon in the new year on the “many common-sense jobs and energy
bills that passed the Republican-led House in recent years
with bipartisan support but were never even brought to a vote
by the outgoing Senate majority.”

Said outgoing Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, a Democrat, ”
The message from voters is clear: They want us to work
together.”

Legislation to approve the Keystone XL pipeline from Canada is
likely among the disputed issues to be debated.

There were 36 gubernatorial elections on the ballot Tuesday,
and several incumbents struggled against challengers. Tom Wolf
captured the Pennsylvania statehouse for the Democrats,
defeating Republican Gov. Tom Corbett. Democratic Gov. Pat
Quinn lost in Illinois, Obama’s home state. Republican Larry



Hogan scored one of the night’s biggest upsets, in Maryland.

In a footnote to one of the year’s biggest political
surprises, college professor Dave Brat was elected to the
House from Virginia, several months after he defeated Majority
Leader Eric Cantor in a Republican primary.

House Republicans defeated 19-term Democratic Rep. Nick Rahall
in West Virginia, beat Rep. John Barrow in Georgia and picked
up a seat vacated by a lawmaker in North Carolina.

After years of a sluggish economic recovery and foreign crises
aplenty, the voters’ mood was sour.

Nearly two-thirds of voters interviewed after casting ballots
said the country was seriously on the wrong track. Only about
30 percent said it was generally going in the right direction.

More than four in ten voters disapproved of both Obama and
Congress, according to the exit polls conducted for The
Associated Press and the television networks.

Still, a majority of those polled supported several positions
associated with Democrats or Obama rather than Republicans -
saying immigrants in the country illegally should be able to
work, backing U.S. military involvement against Islamic State
fighters, and agreeing that climate change is a serious
problem.

No matter which party emerged with control of the Senate, a
new chapter in divided government was inevitable in a nation
marked by profound unease over the future and dissatisfaction
with its political leaders.

Several Senate races were close, a list that — surprisingly -
included Virginia.

There, Democratic Sen. Mark Warner held a narrow lead over
former Republican Party chairman and Bush administration
official Ed Gillespie.



There was a little good news for Democrats in New Hampshire,
where Sen. Jeanne Shaheen was re-elected after a difficult
race against former Massachusetts Sen. Scott Brown.

But in Georgia, Michelle Nunn lost to businessman David
Perdue, depriving the Democrats of their last chances to take
away a Republican seat. In Kansas, 78-year-old Sen. Pat
Roberts fended off a challenge from independent Greg Orman,
shutting off another avenue for the Democrats.

Among the newly elected Republican senators was Rep. Shelley
Moore Capito of West Virginia, the first member of her party
to win a seat there in more than a half century.

State Sen. Jodi Ernst of Iowa also won, after a campaign that
took off when she aired an ad saying she had learned how to
castrate hogs as a girl growing up on a ranch.

In statehouse races, Democratic Gov. Andrew Cuomo of New York
won a second term.

Former Republican Rep. Asa Hutchinson was elected governor of
Arkansas more than a decade after playing a prominent role in
President Bill Clinton’s impeachment and trial, and Florida
Gov. Rick Scott won a tough race for a new term.

Also winning new terms were Ohio Gov. John Kasich, a
Republican and potential presidential candidates in 2016.

Another possible White House hopeful, Republican Gov. Scott
Walker of Wisconsin, also won.

The elections’ $4 billion price tag spending was unprecedented
for a non-presidential year.



Pierinli, Wheeler dominate
opponents

By Kathryn Reed

There will not be a new sheriff in town. With 100 percent of
the precincts reports, Ron Pierini will be keeping his job as
sheriff of Douglas County.

He came away with 11,677 votes or 68.92 percent. Challenger
Dave Brady had 31.08 percent or 5,266 votes.

Ron Pierini

“I'm very, very happy with the results. It was almost 70
percent again. That was awesome,” Pierini told Lake Tahoe
News. “It was a very humble reaction I had.”

In the June primary there were three contestants for sheriff,
with the top two vote getters in the Nov. 4 runoff.

Pierini was first elected sheriff in 1997. He started with the
department in 1976 — having been a captain 1in Tahoe,
undersheriff and now sheriff. He said it’s too soon to tell if
he will be on the ballot in 2018.

What he liked most about the campaign process was meeting new
people, and hearing from them and those he knew that the
department is on the right course. While he has no plans to
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drastically alter the course the department is on, he said
keeping up with technology is always a goal.

“I always have the intention of never being stale,” Pierini
said. “I see what our weaknesses are and improve things.”

In another contested race in Douglas County, incumbent Jim
Wheeler will retain his seat in the state Assembly. The
District 39 seat extends to Lake Tahoe. Wheeler had 77.67
percent or 12,924 votes compared to Al Giordano’s 3,716 votes
for 22.33 percent.

The top vote getters for Kingsbury General Improvement
District are Darya Vogt (28.41 percent, 329) and Dan Norman
(24.72 percent, 289).

Elected to the Tahoe Douglas Fire Protection board are Kevin
Kjer (38.5 percent, 1,023) and Bill Kirschner (33.01 percent,
877) .

Nancy McDermid, county commissioner representing the lake, was
running unopposed.



