
Truckee store wars an ongoing
battle
By Sage Sauerbrey, Moonshine Ink

Regardless of town planning commission approvals in the last
year,  three  grocery  chains  attempting  to  open  stores  in
Truckee  are  still  working  to  get  off  the  ground.  Nugget
appears dead in the water for now; Grocery Outlet is trying to
appease  nearby  concerned  residents  as  a  Town  Council
discussion approaches; and Raley’s is tied up in a lawsuit,
despite plans to break ground this summer.

The perfect storm of store proposals has people alert for what
a potential 100,000 square feet of total new grocery store
space means for the town. Here is a status appraisal.

“Most people in the town — certainly Town Hall — were pretty
surprised that we would get three … proposals for grocery
stores literally all at once,” Truckee Town Manager Jeff Loux
said. “It certainly [presented] a challenge that the town of
Truckee staff had not faced before.”

Read the whole story

Opinion:  SLT  city  clerk
defiant with public’s trust
By Kathryn Reed

South Lake Tahoe’s city clerk is obstructing the public’s
access to public records.
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On July 8, Lake Tahoe News asked the El Dorado County District
Attorney’s Office to get involved.

Deputy DA Jim Clinchard responded to LTN by saying, “Potential
[Public Records Act] violations are not criminal conduct which
would be investigated by the District Attorney’s Office.

“However, if there is a claim that a public agency may be
purposefully and willfully trying to subvert the transparency
laws covered by the PRA, then it may fall under the purview of
the El Dorado County Civil Grand Jury. As advisors to the
civil grand jury, we may be able to assist them in looking
into this matter. If you believe the agency is purposefully
and willfully trying to subvert the transparency laws, please
send us any and all evidence or documents which would support
this claim and we will review the matter and if appropriate
discuss it with the newly impaneled civil grand jury.”

I forwarded them information/evidence.

Timing,  though,  doesn’t  work  in  the  public’s  favor.  The
2018-19 grand jury was just seated on July 1. Traditionally
reports  are  released  in  June  as  their  year  of  service
concludes,  which  is  11  months  from  now.

Alessi will be long gone by then because she has said she is
either going to retire before her term ends or won’t run for
re-election in November. So whatever hand slap and written
scolding the grand jury might come out with will have little
impact. Maybe, though, their findings would make the next
clerk think twice about not doing his/her job.

Lake Tahoe News and other entities earlier this year requested
various  records  from  the  city.  Requesting  public  records
usually isn’t any big deal; anyone can do so. A California
public agency has 10 days to provide the records, unless there
are extenuating circumstances. The volume of records or the
need for redaction would be reasons to not meet the deadline.



It wasn’t surprising it took longer than the 10 days.

Still, this started months ago – April for the latest request.

On  June  1,  City  Clerk  Suzie  Alessi  emailed  LTN  saying,
“Retrieval of the voluminous records subject to your public
records request is nearly completed. If not all records are
retrieved/received by early next week, the City will provide
the records it has in its possession and the remainder will be
provided to you as soon as received.”

To date not a single record has been provided to LTN. In fact,
Alessi  has  had  zero  communication  with  LTN  since  then
regarding  these  records.

The  California  Department  of  Justice  website  says,
“Californians have the right under the state Public Records
Act  and  the  California  Constitution  to  access  public
information maintained by local and state government agencies,
including the Department of Justice.”

Lake Tahoe News is tired of being screwed with by this lousy
public servant. Obviously she didn’t like what was in the
public records. After all, part of what we requested were her
text messages. If she wanted to “talk” smack about people, she
should have been doing it on her personal phone, not the city
issued one. If she wanted to talk about her alcohol problem
and not make it a public record, she should not have done so
on her city issued phone.

You see, the records have been gathered. She even admitted to
some being in her possession in her email to LTN last month.
Others employed by the city have seen the documents. Alessi
has joked about what’s in some of them with city staff. How
unprofessional.

It is the clerk – and only if she is elected, which this one
is – and the city attorney who may redact information from a
public record before it is given to the requesting party.



Alessi wants more struck from public purview than the city
attorney is comfortable with.

The public deserves to have access to public records. The
public deserves to have a city clerk who works for the public.
With this position being elected, the officeholder is only
accountable to the public – not the city manager, not the city
attorney, only the electorate.

Alessi is an abomination and a disgrace to South Lake Tahoe;
as are those who continue to protect her.

This records request doesn’t end with Lake Tahoe News. I’m
letting the world know I’m requesting them as an individual. I
already have another publication ready to publish them if they
are produced after this month.

Opinion:  Public  needs  to
remember ills of Nutting
By Larry Weitzman

During his criminal trial, Ray Nutting was described by his
lawyer as a “bumbling woodsman.” On June 5 this “bumbling
woodsman” who is already politicking for the El Dorado County
District  2  Board  of  Supervisors  seat  in  2020,  was  badly
defeated at the polls although he was not specifically running
for any office in that election.

The seat (District 2 Board of Supervisors) which he is now
running for is a seat he once held, but because of his 2014
criminal trial and conviction he was removed from office by
Judge Timothy Buckley.
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Larry Weitzman

In  the  recent  June  5  election,  Nutting,  the  “bumbling
woodsman,” supported the candidacy of Dan Dellinger who was
running  for  county  recorder  and  Mike  Owen  who  ran  for
auditor/controller. The “bumbling woodsman” heavily supported
and advised both candidates, handing out flyers at Walmart,
putting up campaign signs and contributed hundreds of dollars
directly  to  each  campaign,  according  to  official  election
records. Dellinger in spite of spending over $27,000 through
April 22, 2018, lost big in a three-way race; garnering just
22 percent of the vote. The other two candidates, neither of
who had a political machine, split the other 78 percent of the
vote and will face each other in a runoff.

The “bumbling woodsman” support of Dellinger was an attempt by
Nutting to “take over” the county by putting his men in place,
people who would be compliant to him. The bumbling woodsman
already failed twice before in the 2014 election when he was
behind the horribly failed candidacy of Judson Henry who for a
short time ran for district attorney (in an attempt to get
back at the district attorney who Nutting mistakenly thought
prosecuted him) before dropping out of the race because of
discrepancies about residence. For El Dorado County residency
Henry used the address of a Nutting confederate, Cris Alarcon,
qualifications  and  other  issues.  The  other  loss  for  the
“bumbling  woodsman”  was  the  Mike  Owen  campaign  for
auditor/controller.

Dellinger is a candidate with a checkered past involving the
Pioneer Fire Protection District among other things in which
the “bumbling woodsman” also had a hand in by pressuring the



Pioneer Fire board to hire Dellinger to campaign for them in
an attempt to raise tax money within their district. In a
later civil trial which Dellinger lost over whether Dellinger
accepted taxpayer money for campaign purposes, a witness who
was the former head of the Pioneer Fire Protection District
testified that it was Nutting, the “bumbling woodsman,” who
suggested Dellinger as a consultant. It was “Ray’s way of
saying if we wanted support,” they would hire Dellinger.  

But the “bumbling woodsman” is now planning a comeback of
sorts. There is little doubt he is positioning himself to
reacquire the District 2 supervisorial seat he was removed
from at the end of his criminal trial. The “bumbling woodsman”
blames his fall from grace because of the county auditor and
the  district  attorney.  However,  Pete  Williams  of  the
California Attorney General’s Office was the lead prosecutor
as the district attorney wanted to remove any appearance of a
conflict of interest from the trial, a concept Nutting ignores
and/or doesn’t understand.

The “bumbling woodsman” claims to be a conservative “straight
shooter,” but underneath this façade is another more devious
individual,  who  presents  himself  as  folksy  simpleton.  He
appears at Tea Party meetings eschewing big government and
handouts,  acting  as  an  anti-tax  individual.  There  is  no
question  the  “bumbling  woodsman”  has  a  following,  perhaps
blinded by the façade.

But the “bumbling woodsman” loves government largess, promotes
it and then pounces on it. It’s what got him in the trouble
that eventually led to his criminal trial and downfall.

One of the powers of a supervisor is the ability to fund
programs, one of which was Proposition 40 Fuel Management
Reduction program. It funds grants to pay private land owners
to assist them in clearing their land. But according to a
report by CBS Sacramento Channel 13, the “bumbling woodsman”
applied for and received grant money, some $70,000, to clear



his own land, reported to be some 660 acres. But Nutting
didn’t hire anyone, he hired himself. Invoices were not from a
third party, but were done by Nutting himself, billing himself
out  with  no  verification  of  time.  Doing  a  record  search
allowed me to see the invoices. One county official called
them bogus. Nutting attempted to make them look like a third
party with a paper dime store invoice you get at a flea market
saying “Sold to Tom Nutting” 150 hours at $65/hour signed by
Ray Nutting. Sixty-five dollars an hour? Where do I sign up?
In  another  invoice  from  Nutting  Brush  Clearing  using  his
address lists the purchaser of services as Ray Nutting using
the same address and then is signed by Ray Nutting. He picked
his own hourly rates and charges per acre. And the taxpayers
ended up paying the “bumbling woodsman” $70,000 for doing his
own yardwork.  

In another Nutting scheme, Nutting tried to get the county to
get the federal government to pay himself rent on his property
so he could rent it with the government paying the rent for a
tenant. During his term in office he badgered our own Health
and Human Services officials to obtain it, refusing their
explanation it would be illegal. The department head finally
told  the  “bumbling  woodsman”  to  stop  his  actions  and
badgering. The “bumbling woodsman” attempted to use government
programs to the max, hardly a Tea Party type of guy.

The “bumbling woodsman” appears to be more like a “bumbling
schemer” of government money using his influence from his
elected  position  to  obtain  government  funds  and  being  so
obvious about it.

Even  during  his  criminal  trial,  his  “expert  witness”  a
registered forester testified one-way implicating Nutting in
his  crimes  at  the  grand  jury  level  and  then  changed  his
testimony 180 degrees during trial. The judge who had read the
grand jury testimony stopped the witness cold, dismissed the
jury,  told  them  to  disregard  everything  Nutting’s  witness
said, then advised the witness he may have committed perjury



and  assigned  him  a  lawyer.  After  consultation  with  his
appointed lawyer at taxpayer expense (what does Nutting care?)
Nutting’s registered forester took the Fifth Amendment and
refused to testify further.

 While the jury didn’t hear all the evidence, the judge did.
Nutting did get convicted of some misdemeanors, which required
the  judge  to  remove  the  “bumbling  woodsman”  from  public
office. The judge also said he would use discretion and say
nothing more about the “bumbling woodsman” other than you’re
fired.

Larry Weitzman is a resident of Rescue.

A brief history of the s’more
By Jeffrey Miller, The Conversation

This summer, 45 million pounds of marshmallows will be toasted
over a fire in America. Many will be used as an ingredient in
the quintessential summer snack: the s’more.

Huddling around a campfire and eating gooey marshmallows and
warm chocolate sandwiched between two graham crackers may feel
like primeval traditions.

But every part of the process – including the coat hanger we
unbend to use as a roasting spit – is a product of the
Industrial Revolution.

The oldest ingredient in the s’more’s holy trinity is the
marshmallow, a sweet that gets its name from a plant called,
appropriately  enough,  the  marsh  mallow.  Marsh  mallow,  or
Althea  officinalis,  is  a  plant  indigenous  to  Eurasia  and
Northern Africa. For thousands of years, the root sap was
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boiled, strained and sweetened to cure sore throats or simply
be eaten as a treat.

The white and puffy modern marshmallow looks much like its
ancient  ancestor.  But  for  hundreds  of  years,  creation  of
marshmallows was very time-consuming. Each marshmallow had to
be manually poured and molded, and they were a treat that only
the wealthy could afford. By the mid-19th century, the process
had become mechanized and machines could make them so cheaply
that they were included in most penny candy selections. Today
the marshmallow on your s’more contains no marsh mallow sap at
all. It’s mostly corn syrup, cornstarch and gelatin.

Chocolate is another ancient food. Mesoamericans have been
eating  or  drinking  it  for  3,000  years.  The  Europeans  who
encountered indigenous people in Mexico in the 1500s noted
that chocolate was used to treat numerous ailments ranging
from dysentery and indigestion, to fatigue and dyspepsia.

But  again,  it  was  the  Industrial  Revolution  that  made
chocolate cheap enough and palatable enough for the average
person. The chocolate that the Mesoamericans ate was dark,
grainy and tended to be somewhat bitter.

In 1875, a candlemaker-turned-chocolatier named Daniel Peter
invented a process to mix milk with chocolate. He then added
some more sugar, and the modern milk chocolate bar was born.
Peter’s  company  eventually  merged  with  Henri  Nestle’s  two
companies,  and  Peter’s  invention  was  dubbed  the  Nestle
chocolate bar. It proved to be so much more popular than the
darker bars on the market that other candy companies, from
Cadbury to Hershey, released their own versions.

Finally, the graham cracker was invented by the Presbyterian
minister Sylvester Graham, who felt that a vegetarian diet
would help suppress carnal urges, especially the scourge of
“self-pollution” (read: masturbation).

The original graham cracker used unsifted whole-wheat flour.



Graham  felt  that  separating  out  the  bran  was  against  the
wishes of God, who, according to Graham, must have had a
reason for including bran.

In his “Treatise on Bread, and Bread-Making,” he gives many
examples of prominent writers throughout history who urged the
consumption of whole wheat flour.

Graham was highly influential in the development of the health
food movement of the 19th century, and his acolytes included
John Harvey Kellogg of the Battle Creek Sanitarium, who used
the graham cracker as a basis for his famous flaked cereal
line.

As for how the graham cracker became a part of the s’more, the
snack’s true origin remains unclear.

The first mention of this treat is in a 1927 edition of the
Girl  Scout  manual  “Tramping  and  Trailing  with  the  Girl
Scouts.” In a nod to the treat’s addictive qualities, it was
dubbed “Some More.”

The term s’more is first found the 1938 guide “Recreational
Programs for Summer Camps,” by William Henry Gibson. Some
think the s’more may be a homemade version of the Mallomar or
the moon pie, two snacks introduced in the 1910s.

Today, the s’more has become so popular that it’s inspired a
range of spin-offs. You can eat a s’mores-flavored Pop Tart
for breakfast, munch on a s’mores candy bar for dessert and
even unwind after a long day at work with a s’mores martini.

As I often tell my students, the health-conscious Sylvester
Graham is probably rolling over in his grave after what became
of his beloved cracker.

Jeffrey  Miller  is  an  associate  professor  and  program
coordinator,  Hospitality  Management,  Colorado  State
University.



Caesars  Entertainment  wants
new licensing
By Richard N. Velotta, Las Vegas Review-Journal

Two Las Vegas gaming companies received tentative approval
Wednesday from the state Gaming Control Board to amend their
corporate structures to enable them to streamline operations
and refinance interest expenses.

In separate actions, the board unanimously recommended amended
orders of registration for Caesars Entertainment Corp., and
Golden Entertainment Inc.

The Nevada Gaming Commission will consider final approval of
the recommendations on July 26.

Caesars  is  the  parent  company  of  Harrah’s  Lake  Tahoe  and
Harveys.

Read the whole story

Public transit may ease Hwy.
89 north congestion
Placer  County  Board  of  Supervisors  this  week  provided
preliminary approval for public transit in Olympic Valley and
Alpine Meadows.
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The approval moves forward a petition from lodging operators
and ski resorts to form a tourist-based improvement district
in Olympic Valley and Alpine Meadows. If approved, it would
add a 1 percent assessment on gross lodging revenue within the
new district and a 1 percent assessment on Squaw Valley and
Alpine Meadows single-day lift tickets to implement a micro
mass transit system.

The system would be privately operated and offer an on-demand
shuttle service within and between Olympic Valley and Alpine
Meadows,  transporting  riders  to  requested  destinations  not
served by existing transit routes while offering connections
to the regional TART transit system.

Officials said two short-term pilot programs operated between
Christmas and New Year’s and during the World Cup Ski Races in
2017 proved successful.

Congestion on Highway 89 between the Squaw Valley and Alpine
Meadows ski resorts is at gridlock.

“Data shows that despite the county’s increased investment
into the TART Systems Plan, the North Lake Tahoe region still
lags mountain resort competitors in transit frequency, hours
of operation and passengers served,” said Jennifer Merchant,
Placer  County’s  deputy  county  executive  officer  for  Lake
Tahoe.

It’s expected that $715,000 could be collected annually. This
includes revenue generated by a proposed 1 percent assessment
on overnight accommodation rental revenue for stays of less
than 30 days from participating lodges in Olympic Valley and a
contribution from Squaw Valley Ski Holdings.

A public meeting in North Lake Tahoe is scheduled for July 24,
with  a  public  hearing  and  adoption  of  a  resolution  of
formation planned for Aug. 28. If approved, the district could
begin assessment collections on Oct. 1.



Treating all fires alike is
not working
By Stephen Pyne, The Conversation

So far, the 2018 fire season has produced a handful of big
fires  in  California,  Nevada,  New  Mexico  and  Colorado;
conflagrations in Oklahoma and Kansas; and a fire bust in
Alaska, along with garden-variety wildfires from Florida to
Oregon. Some of those fires are in rural areas, some are in
wildlands, and a few are in exurbs.

Even in a time of new normals, this looks pretty typical. Fire
starts are a little below the 10-year running average, and the
amount of burned area is running above that average. But no
one  can  predict  what  may  happen  in  the  coming  months.
California thought it had dodged a bullet in 2017, until a
swarm  of  wildfires  in  late  fall  blasted  through  Napa  and
Sonoma counties, followed by the Big One – the Thomas Fire,
California’s largest on record, in Ventura and Santa Barbara.

Every major fire rekindles another round of commentaries about
“America’s wildfire problem.” But the fact is that our nation
does not have a fire problem. It has many fire problems, and
they require different strategies. Some problem fires have
technical  solutions,  some  demand  cultural  calls.  All  are
political.

Here’s one idea: It’s time to rethink firefighting in the
geekily labeled wildland-urban interface, or WUI – zones where
human development intermingles with forests, grasslands and
other feral vegetation.

It’s  a  dumb  name  because  the  boundary  is  not  really  an
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interface  but  an  intermix,  in  which  houses  and  natural
vegetation abut and scramble in an ecological omelet. It’s a
dumb problem because we know how to keep houses from burning –
but we have had to relearn that in WUI zones, hardening houses
and landscaping their communities is the best defense. This is
a local task, not a federal one, though the federal agencies
have a supporting role and can, and do, help build local
capacity.

Two fire cultures

America is recolonizing rural landscapes everywhere, and fire
in the WUI is one outcome. The concept appeared and received
its name in Southern California, but has long since spread
throughout the West. Some of the worst WUI risks reside in the
southeastern United States, though they have mostly remained
latent. Then a deadly blaze like the one that blew through
Gatlinburg, Tenn., to the fringes of Dollywood in 2016 reveals
the full extent of the risk.

Just as development has stirred together built and natural
landscapes, it also has juxtaposed two immiscible cultures of
fire. Urban and wildland fire agencies are as different as
fire hydrants and drip torches.

The mantra of urban fire control is “Learn not to burn.” Every
fire is an existential threat to life and property, and the
core  goal  of  fire  codes  is  protecting  lives.  Urban
firefighters wear turnout coats, helmets and self-contained
breathing apparatus. They pummel fires with water and often
operate inside structures.

For wildlands, the central code is “Learn to live with fire.”
Firefighters wear hardhats, carry shovels and Pulaskis, and
wear bandannas. They work in woods, prairies and chaparral,
spray dirt as often as water, and secure perimeters by setting
fires to remove flammable vegetation between the flaming front
and their control lines. Their great challenge is to restore



good fire to biotas that hunger for it.

The training that each group gets is largely worthless in the
other’s setting. There are a few instances of cross-training,
particularly in rural areas, but the prime example of a major
agency  that  tries  to  cope  with  both  types  of  threats  is
CalFire. Its experience shows what fusing these two purposes
can mean.

Mixing the missions

CalFire began as the California Department of Forestry, a land
management  agency,  albeit  one  with  serious  fire
responsibilities.  In  1974,  under  the  pressures  of  postwar
development, it became the California Department of Forestry
and Fire Protection. In 2007 it collapsed that mission into
CalFire, which operates like an urban fire service in the
woods.

Decades ago, federal fire agencies gave up on suppression as a
sole strategy. They recognized that the best way to control
fire is to control the landscape, preferably through fire, and
that eliminating all fires in places that have grown up with
them only creates conditions that make wildfires worse. By
contrast,  for  CalFire,  the  urgency  of  fires  rolling  into
communities trumps all other tasks. If the last firefight
fails, it has to double down for the next one.

Today the WUI is exerting a similar transformation at the
national  level.  It  threatens  to  become  a  black  hole  in
America’s  pyrogeography,  drawing  federal  land  agencies  –
primarily  the  U.S.  Forest  Service  and  the  Interior
Department’s Bureau of Land Management – away from managing
fire as a means of managing land, and transforming them into
urban fire-service surrogates and auxiliaries.

These agencies can and do help communities prepare for fires,
but they do not have the tools, training or temperament to
fight  fire  on  an  urban  model.  CalFire’s  template  is  too



expensive; moreover, it sucks resources away from managing
fire well on the land, so it is too ineffective to serve
nationally.

Turning the U.S. Forest Service into a National Fire Service
may bring some relief to the WUI, but this would undermine the
other missions in the agency’s charter, and ultimately weaken
its ability to manage landscape fire. Already its fire mission
is consuming over 50 percent of the Forest Service’s annual
budget.

Urban enclaves in the wild

Research repeatedly shows that the critical component in the
WUI fire environment is the structure itself. Once a fire
strikes  the  urban  fringe  it  may  morph  into  an  urban
conflagration,  spreading  from  structure  to  structure,  as
happened in Santa Rosa, California, last fall. Clearly, the
wildland fire community has to improve fire resilience in its
lands, which should reduce the intensity of the threat. But
the real action is in the built environment.

The fact that so many horrendous fires have started from power
lines illustrates how fires mediate between the land and the
ways  we  choose  to  live  on  it.  Strengthening  structures,
bolstering urban fire services, treating WUI areas as built
environment – this is where we will get the greatest paybacks.

In effect, we need to pick up the other end of the WUI stick.
Think of these areas not as wildlands encumbered by houses,
but as urban or exurban enclaves with peculiar landscaping.
Defining the issue as fundamentally a wildland problem makes
fixes  difficult.  Defining  it  as  an  urban  problem  makes
solutions quickly apparent. The goal should be to segregate
the two fire cultures and their habitats, and let each do what
it does best.

Americans learned long ago how to keep cities from burning.
And then, it seems, we forgot.



Stephen Pyne is a regents professor in the School of Life
Sciences, Arizona State University.

Garden  your  way  to  better
health
By Melinda Myers

Break out the tools and garden your way to a healthier mind,
body  and  spirit.  Gardeners  have  always  know  it,  but  now
research proves that gardening is a great form of exercise.

You’ll work out all your major muscle groups when raking,
digging and planting for an hour. Include gardening as a major
component  of  your  workout  schedule.  You’ll  stretch  and
strengthen muscles while promoting cardiovascular health and
maintaining bone mass. A University of Arkansas study found
that yard work as well as weight training more significantly
maintained bone density than aerobics, dancing or bicycling in
women over 50.
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Heliotrope,
nicotiana  and  other
fragrant flowers can
provide aromatherapy
at  the  end  of  a
stressful  day.
Photo/Melinda Myers

And for those of us trying to lose weight, add 30 minutes of
gardening to your daily or weekly routine to help shed some
extra  pounds.  A  half  hour  of  raking  burns  162  calories,
weeding  182,  and  turning  the  compost  pile  a  whopping  250
calories. Gardening several times a week will help keep you
and your landscape looking its best. Anytime I can receive
double or triple the benefit from my time and energy, the more
likely I am to complete the task.

Protect your joints and muscles while gardening. Warm up, just
as you would for any workout, with a few simple stretches. 
Protect your knees by using a stool, kneeling pad or one
legged kneel (keeping your other foot flat on the ground and
back straight) instead of squatting.

And no matter what shape you are in, drink lots of fluids to
stay hydrated during and after you finish gardening. This is
especially  important  with  the  extreme  temperatures  we  are
experiencing this summer. Try gardening early in the morning
or evening when temperatures are a bit cooler. And time your
work in garden beds when they’re blanketed in shade. 

Protect both your eyes and skin from the sun’s intense rays by
always wearing sunscreen, a hat and sunglasses.  And consider
regular checkups with a dermatologist to monitor for skin
cancer.

Pace yourself so you can enjoy the process and smell the
roses,  heliotrope,  daphne  and  alyssum  along  the  way.  
Gardeners have been into aromatherapy long before its recent



rise  in  popularity.  A  few  strategically  placed  fragrant
flowers can create a delightful welcome home, soothing scent
in your secret garden or aromatherapy as you weed and tend
your landscape.

Include some edible flowers and fruit for you, the birds and
the butterflies. Nothing beats the flavor or nutritional value
of fresh-from-the-garden fruits and vegetables. Plus, watching
the butterflies and hummingbirds sip on nectar from a fuchsia,
coral honeysuckle, verbena or salvia as the finches feed on
coneflower  seeds  will  provide  added  beauty  while  the
squirrels’ acrobatic antics on giant sunflowers are sure to
entertain.

If the task is too big or your time is limited, ask for help.
Gardening can also be a great team sport. Or make it a round
robin as you take turns gardening in each other’s gardens.
You’ll all enjoy a day filled with gardening, conversation and
laughter. What was once an overwhelming task suddenly becomes
a chance to spend time with friends, enjoy the garden and
create new memories.  Sharing your knowledge, plant divisions
or  other  talents  like  cooking  or  pet  sitting  may  be  the
perfect trade for your friends’ time and energy.

And as a wise person once said, “Planting a garden is a way of
showing you believe in tomorrow.”   

Melinda  Myers  has  written  more  than  20  gardening  books,
including “Small Space Gardening.” She hosts the Great Courses
“How  to  Grow  Anything”  DVD  series  and  the  nationally
syndicated “Melinda’s Garden Moment” TV and radio segments.



Snippets about Lake Tahoe
·      Barton Health’s Robert Maloff Center for Excellence in
South Lake Tahoe has been certified as a U.S. Ski & Snowboard
center of excellence.

·      Bring old books back to life by creating works of art
from the pages. The Douglas County Public Library is hosting
the artists of My Thousand Words at the Zephyr Cove Library on
July 25 from 5-7pm and at the Minden Library on July 30 from
5-7pm. Artists Debbie and Rachel Lambin will show participants
how to create sculptures from used books and magazines. This
class is free and designed for adults. The books and sculpting
materials will be provided.

·      Football great turned wine aficionado Charles Woodson
is having a wine tasting event July 14 at 7pm at Hard Rock
Lake Tahoe. Woodson is in town playing the celebrity golf
tournament.  Tickets  range  from  $79  to  $179.  More  info  is
online.

·      The annual Death Ride bike event is July 14, so plan
accordingly when traveling on Carson, Monitor and the other
passes Saturday.

Proposed  Tahoe  City  hotel
faces another lawsuit
By Melissa Siig, Moonshine Ink

The $60 million planned boutique hotel that would be Tahoe
City’s first major hotel in more than 60 years is facing a

https://www.laketahoenews.net/2018/07/snippets-about-lake-tahoe-1126/
https://hardrockcasinolaketahoe.com/events/charles-woodson-wine-tasting-event/
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second lawsuit. Five months after settling the first one, Kila
Properties, developer of the Tahoe City Lodge, was sued again,
literally days before the rundown Henrikson building was set
to  be  demolished;  this  time  by  the  family  that  owns  the
neighboring Bechdolt building.

At the heart of the lawsuit is a 68-year old easement that the
family claims the hotel does not have the right to use. But to
community leaders, the lawsuit represents much more than one
party’s  grievance  against  another;  they  worry  that  it
threatens  the  core  of  Tahoe  City’s  revival  and  could
discourage developers from investing much-needed funds on the
North Shore for decades to come.

Read the whole story

http://moonshineink.com/news/sued-again-tahoe-city-lodge

