Locals vow to stop Tahoe
ridgeline development

By Ted Lipien, Eco Truckee

The proposal to build 112 multimillion-dollar Lluxury homes in
a likely gated community at the top of the ridgeline of Lake
Tahoe was clearly horrifying to dozens of residents who came
to a meeting in Truckee on Dec. 9 to discuss strategies for
opposing the proposed development by East West Partners.

Participants in Tuesday’s meeting were angry and ready to
fight for protecting Lake Tahoe’s skyline.

Ann Nichols, who spoke on behalf of North Tahoe Preservation
Alliance, said the ridgelines of Lake Tahoe and Martis Valley
are one of the most outstandingly beautiful features of
America and a basis for the area’s popularity and economy.

Representatives of other local environmental organizations
also expressed concerns about depletion of water sources on
the Brockway Mountain. This could lead to an even greater
reliance for water on Lake Tahoe, which is already shrinking
from the effects of drought.

Nichols said most towns that have any kind of scenic value
protect their ridgelines, including Sun Vally, Park City, Salt
Lake City, Aspen, Sonoma and many others.

According to Bob Lyman of Agate Bay Water, “half of the water
for Carnelian Woods comes from Carnelian Creek and underground
springs.” The headwaters for these sources are on the affected
ridge line.

“Development on the ridge would impair the quality of the
water,” Lyman said.

It was clear from comments at the meeting that many Tahoe area
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residents have no faith in the Placer County supervisors and
the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency to enforce zoning
limitations and adequate ridgeline controls. Some said their
local representative as Placer County supervisor, Jennifer
Montgomery, appears to share public concerns about the project
and its negative impact on the environment.

Read the whole story

Storm not over, brings mixed
precip to region
Updated 9:50am

Lake Tahoe Unified School District is closed today even though
there is only a dusting of snow on the South Shore. This
decision was made Thursday during the chaos of the power
outage. Some people were left wondering how organized the
district is in the event of an emergency.

Zephyr Cove Elementary school buses will only be stoping at
the main stops this morning.

Lake Tahoe Community College is open.

A winter storm warning remains in effect until 1lpm Friday.
Four to 8 more inches is expected above 7,00 feet.

Mountain passes could present difficult driving conditions.
Chains or four-wheel drive restrictions are in place for some
highways. For up-to-date road information, click on the state
icons on the home page of Lake Tahoe News.

Heavenly Mountain Resort is reporting 3 inches of snow, Squaw
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Valley received 11 inches overnight and 16 inches in the last
24 hours.

More than 100 Liberty Utilities customers remain without power
this morning; about 50 customers in North Lake Tahoe and
approximately 65 customers in South Lake Tahoe, with 50 of
those customers’ power to be restored shortly.

— Lake Tahoe News staff report

Underhill to take command of
EDSO Tahoe office

¥

Lt. Matt Underhill will lead the Tahoe substation of the El
Dorado County Sheriff’s Office. Photo/Provided
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By Kathryn Reed

Young, active, outdoorsy and practically a native. Those are
some of the attributes of the next lieutenant to run the Lake
Tahoe office of the El Dorado County Sheriff’s Office.

“I don’t really foresee changes,” Lt. Matt Underhill told Lake
Tahoe News. “I want to continue the legacy of Les (Lovell) and
Pete (Van Arnum) and keep strong community ties and listen to
the needs of citizens and respond accordingly. They are who we
work for, who we should be listening too.”

While Van Arnum retires at the end of the month, Underhill
won’'t actually be in the Tahoe office for at least six months,
maybe a year. He will be working on the West Slope, training
for his new position.

He was just recently promoted to lieutenant, having been a
sergeant in the Tahoe office. (Lt. Bryan Golmitz will be in
Tahoe until Underhill takes over.)

“It’'s important to have someone from Tahoe in this position,”
Van Arnum told Lake Tahoe News. “He has the right temperament
to be a good leader, the guys respect him, and he’s real
approachable.”

Underhill moved here when he was 1, then went through the
local schools. He started his law enforcement career in San
Diego in 1999 with the sheriff’s department and then moved to
that city’s police department. In 2002, he started with EDSO.
He wanted to come back to live in the mountains and raise his
children here.

“Tahoe is my hometown. I plan to finish my career here,”
Underhill said.

What he likes about the sheriff’s office is the variety of
responsibilities the department is responsible for — including
narcotics, SAR, boat patrol, all crime in the county and even



vacation rentals.

At 37, he 1is the youngest lieutenant to lead the Tahoe
substation. This could open opportunities for further
advancement. In the 1980s Tahoe had a captain; now they are
all in Placerville.

With the promotion comes the removal of Underhill as commander
of the South Lake El Dorado Narcotics Enforcement Team. A
sergeant from EDSO 1is expected to take over those
responsibilities later this month.

While Underhill is now well versed in narcotics, it’s search
and rescue where his passion lies.

“Search and rescue is close to my heart because I'm passionate
about the outdoors,” Underhill said.

Skiing, mountain biking and rock climbing are the favorite
ways for him to play outside.

Opinion: Snow removal do’s
and don’ts

By Tracy Franklin

South Lake Tahoe would like to thank locals and visitors for
their contributions to efficient and effective snow removal.
Our goal article is to familiarize those new to the area of
“Snow Removal Do’s and Don’ts.”

This might be old news to people who have lived in the Tahoe
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basin for a while. However, for some visitors and new
residents, this information could be beneficial when dealing
with a Tahoe winter and snow removal.

Of utmost importance to everyone is emergency access, 24 hours
a day, to all areas of the city. That means that city crews
work around the clock clearing 127 miles of city streets until
the streets are open to their full widths.

The city uses the right-of-way for storage of snow removed
from the streets. The right-of-way is the only storage site
the city has available; therefore, it is not available as snow
storage for individuals. Right-of-way generally extends five
to ten feet beyond the edge of the pavement.

Anything left in the right-of-way can and does interfere with
snow removal. One of our biggest problems during snow removal
1s a car parked in the street. At times, illegally parked cars
actually preclude streets from being plowed and hamper
emergency personnel when responding to a call. An unplowed
street is especially frustrating for the people who live on
that street. The best policy is to keep your vehicles parked
off the streets at all times.

For people who have home mail delivery, the mailbox should be
installed on private property at the right side of the
driveway while facing the street. It is the resident’s
responsibility to clear a path to the mailbox and keep the box
accessible for mail delivery.

In addition to cars, anything left in the right-of-way, such
as landscaping, building material, rocks, shovels, etc.,
becomes a hindrance for equipment operators. So, please
remember to keep this area free of obstacles that could
interfere with snow removal efforts or break the equipment.

Again, we wish to thank you for your understanding and
cooperation during snow removal. The city’s snow removal
number is 530.542.6030 and additional information can be found



online.

Tracy Franklin is South Lake Tahoe’s public information
officer.

LTCC seeks actors for spring
performance

Lake Tahoe Community College is seeking men and women of
various ages, types and ethnicities for 1its wupcoming
production of the dark comedy “The Last Days of Judas
Iscariot” by Stephen Adly Guirgis.

Auditions are Jan. 6 at 7pm in LTCC’s Duke Theatre.
Performances will be March 13-22.

Set in a time-bending, darkly comic world between heaven and
hell, “The Last Days of Judas Iscariot” re-examines the plight
and fate of the New Testament’'s most infamous and unexplained
sinner. The action takes place in Hope, in a corner of
Purgatory, and the cosmic court is in session when a defense
attorney, outraged that Judas remains condemned for eternity,
obtains a writ from God to force a retrial. The defense and
prosecuting attorney (who, comically, has arrived from hell
for the trial) bring in a number of colorful witnesses,
including Judas’ mother, street-talking saints, Sigmund Freud,
Mother Teresa, and a jaded Satan.

Auditions will consist of readings from the play. Scripts are
available on reserve in the LTCC library. Audition information
and character breakdowns may be found online.

Opportunities for light and sound board operators, stage
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manager, backstage crew, and construction crew are also
available.

For more information, call 530.541.4660, ext. 240.

Wind taking down trees, power
lines 1n Tahoe

Mother Nature took a swipe Dec. 11 at St. Theresa Church
in South Lake Tahoe. Photo/Kathryn Reed

Uodated 8:25pm:

There are 3,500 customers in the Sierra Tract area without
power. Liberty Utilities has no idea when power will be
restored.

Updated 7:15pm: The lines are in the air and power to the
South Lake Tahoe-Meyers area should be restored any minute,
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according to LIberty Utilities. By Kathryn Reed A tree more
than 200-feet tall fell onto St. Theresa Church in South Lake
Tahoe on Thursday morning. City building officials are testing
the integrity of the structure. From the outside the Jeffery
pine looks worse — having broken — and the roof barely dented
considering the force that was thrust upon 1it. Church
officials got a call from the fire alarm company at 11:37am
Dec. 11. Caution tape 1is surrounding the church. “We’ve had
nothing to this extent before,” the Rev. Ben DelLeon told Lake
Tahoe News as he sat in the dark at Grace Hall. The frozen
pipes 10 years ago don’t compare to this. He sat looking a bit
bewildered, knowing that Dec. 12 1is one of the biggest
services of the year — Lady of Guadalupe. With the number of
trees falling everywhere in the Lake Tahoe Basin because of
the high winds, the tree could not immediately be removed. The
church was placed on a waiting list, though a company was
expected out some time Dec. 11. A tree also took out three
staff vehicles in the staff lot at South Tahoe High School.
Lake Tahoe Unified let students out early on Thursday and has
already canceled classes for Friday. At 5pm Dec. 11 Liberty
Utilities said the outage in Woodfords and Markleeville caused
by down lines will likely be out for six hours. Waves are so
high on the lake that people have out been out surfing. Some
reports are of 7-foot waves. Most of the South Shore is
without power because the Meyers substation is out. This is
causing 8,800 Liberty Utilities customers to be in the dark.
Liberty provides power for the California side of the basin as
well as Alpine County and Truckee. The main and back-up lines
at Marshall Trail going to the Meyers substation went down,
but the poles are standing. Crews are on the scene. The
estimated time for power to return is by 7pm. South Lake Tahoe
offices and Barton Memorial Hospital are operating on
generators, as are all the Stateline casinos. The Flight Deck
restaurant at the airport is doing a brisk business because
the fryer is working and sandwiches don’t require heat. Lights
are on near the state line, with the Starbucks having a
consistent line. NV Energy provides power on the Nevada side.



Thousands of customers are still without power, with no
estimated time of power to come back. “We try to get people
back in service as quick as we can. It’s like any other
construction job; you never know what might come up,” Karl
Walquist with NV Energy told Lake Tahoe News. On the Nevada
side, the biggest outage is on Kingsbury Grade, which 1is
affecting 1,500 customers. In Glenbrook, 321 customers are
without power; 145 in Zephyr Cove along Lakeview Drive and
Pharris Lane; and 45 on Winding Way between Zephyr Cove and
Glenbrook. Carson City and Reno are also having trouble
because of the weather. Winds in the basin were heavy
throughout the night and have continued into Thursday morning,
but calmed down by mid-afternoon. Rain started to fall on the
South Shore about 10am. The winter storm warning is still in
effect from 1lpm today through 1lpm Friday. Utility crews are
expecting more power outages as the wind continues and rain
turns to snow, especially because this is a warm storm so the
snow will be heavy.

Student choirs to perform
holiday concert

The 20th annual Holiday Extravaganza 1is Dec. 18-19 at
MontBleu.

The show consists of student choirs as well as a faculty-
parent choir. Included is the award-winning Blue Ribbon
Classical Choir.

The finale includes more than 250 singers.

Special guests include a Blue Ribbon reunion of more than 30
alumni singers from all over the country as well as selected
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performers from Marcia Sarosik Shining Stars dance troupe.

The shows begin a 7pm. Tickets are $10 for adults, $5 for
students and seniors, and free if younger than 5.

Nevada tourism grant benefits
LTVA

The Nevada Commission on Tourism has authorized $414,854 1in
grants for programs and activities designed to deliver more
tourists to rural Nevada.

The Rural Grants Program funds are disbursed twice a year.
This recent distribution is the second in fiscal year 2015; a
total of $1.4 million was awarded in fiscal year 2015.

Among the funded projects:

An $8,000 grant was approved for the Lake Tahoe Visitors
Authority to promote the Amgen professional women’s cycling
race in May 2015. About 84 athletes are expected to compete in
two races that will raise awareness of the destination through
coverage on AEG Sports, the race producer. Grant applicants
estimate the value of the media coverage of this event to be
in excess of $200,000.

- A $10,000 grant was awarded to the Elko Regional Airport to
advertise SkyWest air service to Elko from Salt Lake City in
the Utah market.

A $10,000 award was given to the White Pine Historic
Railroad Foundation in Ely to create 20 webisodes about the
Nevada Northern Railway that will be posted to the railway’s
YouTube channel.
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- An $8,000 award was granted to the Dam Short Film Society in
Boulder City to promote the Dam Short Film Festival, which
takes place in February 2015.

- A $6,500 grant was approved to Indian Territory, a nonprofit
organization promoting tribal tourism, to hire a photographer
to complete a comprehensive photo library of the state’s
American Indian tourism destinations.

A $3,800 award was granted to Nevada Silver Trails, a
nonprofit group promoting tourism to the state’s central and
southern rural areas, to create a brochure about attractions
off the Highway 95 corridor between Reno and Las Vegas.

More Americans feel like they
will never get out of debt

By Jonnelle Marte, Washington Post
Americans are feeling more grim about their debt.

Nearly one in five consumers with loans said they think they
will never be able to finish paying off their debt, according
to survey released Wednesday by CreditCards.com. That 1is
double the nine percent who said they felt that way last year.

The card comparison Web site polled more than 1,000 people in
early December and asked them what age they expected to be
debt free, after factoring all of their consumer debt,
including credit card bills, car loans, student loans and
other types of loans like mortgages. On average, people said
they didn’t expect to be done paying off those loans until
they were 53.
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But the doubling of the share of people who say they will
never be debt free is a sign that people are growing more
pessimistic about their ability to pay what they owe, says
Matt Schulz, a senior industry analyst for CreditCards.com.
That could be a reflection of how people feel about the
economy, he says. Many people are struggling to pay down
student loans. And even people who are working may feel stuck
in low paying jobs or in jobs that don’t match their skills.

Read the whole story

Nev. awarded share of federal
preschool grant

By Trevon Milliard, Las Vegas Review-Journal

Nevada is one of 18 states splitting $226 million in federal
grants to develop public preschool programs in 2014, according
to an announcement by the U.S. Secretary of Education Arne
Duncan and U.S. Department of Health and Human Services in a
press call Tuesday.

Half of the 36 states that applied were named grant
recipients.

“This investment in young children is a game-changer for the
next generation of Nevada's students,” state Superintendent of
Public Instruction Dale Erquiaga said.

But Nevada will be given a relatively small piece of the pie.
At $6.4 million, its Preschool Development Grant for the first
year 1is about half the $12.6 million average.

Read the whole story
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