
Snippets about Lake Tahoe
·       Trey Stone, Niall McGuinness and John
Shipley are putting on a fund-raising concert
for Tahoe Arts Project on Aug. 27 from 7-9pm
at Lake Shore Lodge and Spa in South Lake
Tahoe. Cost is $10.

·       Admission will be free Aug. 15-16 at the 20 museums in
Placer County from Lake Tahoe to Roseville.

·       A last-minute lineup change for the Aug. 16 free
outdoor concert at the Lake Tahoe Golf Course brings Fish out
of Water back to the area. Locals in the Darren Senn Band will
start off the free afternoon of live music at 4pm in Meyers.

·     The national fire preparedness level has been raised to
its highest point, PL-5, for the first time since 2013. This
designation permits further assistance from the military and
international resources. The latest report places the total
burn damage across the West at more than 6.4 million acres
this season.

·      Tahoe Regional Young Professionals is hosting a mixer
Aug. 18 from 6-9pm at the Tahoe Biltmore in Crystal Bay. It is
free for members and $10 for non-members and includes one
drink and appetizers.

Dead Tahoe fish sent to food
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pantry

St.  Vincent’s  food  pantry
benefits from the Tahoe fish
kill.  Photo/Catholic
Charities  of  Northern
Nevada.

With 51,000 pounds of fish harvested in a three-year pilot
program to rid Lake Tahoe of invasive fish, scientists are
finding a way to put the fish to good use.

This  season  about  55  pounds  of  fish  fillets  went  to  St.
Vincent’s food pantry, which is operated by Catholic Charities
of Northern Nevada.

 

The fish are mainly largemouth bass and bluegill, fish that
usually live in warm water. Smaller-bodied fish, not suitable
for filleting, are processed and distributed to Animal Ark
Wildlife  Shelter  in  Reno.  Remaining  fish  byproduct  is
transported for composting with local compost processor Full
Circle Soils & Compost in Minden.

Most of the fish that have been removed are from the Tahoe
Keys in South Lake Tahoe. Crystal Bay and Cave Rock have been
other locations where scientists have worked.
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The research is conducted in collaboration with UNR and the
California Department of Fish and Wildlife.

After fish are temporarily stunned, researchers scoop out the
nonnative fish using nets at the end of long poles, while the
native fish return to their natural state in a few minutes and
swim away.

 

 

Artists  exhibiting  plant
formations at Reno show
Local  artists  capture  the  essence  of  plant  form  in  an
exhibition at the Wilbur D. May Museum in Reno. The Power of
Plants art show and sale features dozens of paintings from the
Sierra Watercolor Society.

All art on display is available for purchase.

An artist reception will be Aug. 16 from 1-3pm.

The free exhibit runs through Sept. 12. The Wilbur D. May
Museum is at Rancho San Rafael Regional Park, 1595 N. Sierra
St., Reno

The Sierra Watercolor Society is a non-profit organization
made  up  of  artists  from  Northern  Nevada  and  Eastern
California.
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Placerville  courthouse
project — boon or boondoggle?
By Joann Eisenbrandt

PLACERVILLE – “Placerville, a Unique Historical Past Forging
into a Golden Future.”

Placerville’s letterhead describes the historic Gold Rush city
that way. But retaining a reverence for the city’s legendary
past while accommodating the demands of an expressway future
has proven to be an uncomfortable process, no more so than in
the decades-long effort to upgrade Placerville’s courthouse
facilities.  A  recently-filed  lawsuit  by  the  Placerville
Historic Preservation League has complicated the process once
again.

Court services are divided between the historic Main Street
courthouse, built in 1912, and a portion of Building C at the
El  Dorado  County  Government  Center  on  Fair  Lane.  Both
facilities  are  undersized  and  fail  to  meet  a  number  of
physical  and  security  standards.  Construction  of  a  new
facility on the county’s 8 acres adjacent to the El Dorado
County Jail just off Forni Road has been talked about ever
since the jail was constructed in 1988. Without a funding
source, the plans sat dormant.

In 2002, all California courts came under the management of
the state, overseen by the Judicial Council. In 2008, Senate
Bill 1407 authorized funding from increased court user fees
for consolidation of court services, renovation of existing
facilities and construction of new courthouses. A list of
“immediate and critical need” projects was created. The new
Placerville courthouse project is on that list.
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The search for a Placerville project site began. The county
offered its property off Forni Road next to the jail, and
contacted former state Sen. John Briggs, proposing an option
agreement to “swap” 5.2 acres of his adjacent property with
part  of  the  county  parcel  to  accommodate  the  courthouse
project.  The  Administrative  Office  of  the  Courts  (AOC)
reviewed alternative sites such as Ponderosa Road and Cameron
Park before they chose this as the preferred location.

Some see plans for this new facility as a boon to the larger
Placerville  community  and  an  opportunity  to  jumpstart
additional development in the southwestern part of the city
around Placerville Drive and Highway 50. Others are convinced
it is simply another boondoggle of political cronyism tainted
by blatant conflicts of interest on the part of government
officials, many of whom own property in the project area.

Placerville  Mayor  Patti  Borelli  points  to  the  increased
revenue that development in that area will bring.

“We live and die by sales tax,” she told Lake Tahoe News.

Others are concerned that if court services leave the Main
Street courthouse, all the corollary government agencies and
private  businesses  that  are  a  large  part  of  the  downtown
economy, such as the DA’s office, CASA, attorneys and their
staffs, will inevitably follow, many relocating around the new
facility.



The old courthouse in Placerville needs
replacing. Photo/LTN

Making progress

Once the site was chosen, preparation of an environmental
impact  report  under  the  guidelines  of  the  California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) was required to identify the
project’s  potentially-significant  environmental  impacts,
propose  mitigation  measures  to  reduce  them  to  “less  than
significant,” and provide reasons why the project should still
go forward even if some impacts could not be fully mitigated.

The EIR analyzed the proposed project with all court services
consolidated in a three-story, six-courtroom, 88,000-square-
foot facility next to the existing jail, and a reduced size
alternative with a two-courtroom facility next to the jail,
and  some  court  services  remaining  in  the  Main  Street
courthouse. The larger facility would require acquisition by
the county of the adjoining 5.2-acre parcel owned by Briggs.
The smaller one would not. After some delays because of state
funding issues, a draft EIR was prepared and circulated in
October 2014, with the final EIR certified by the Judicial
Council on June 10. It selected the larger facility as the
“preferred alternative.”

A one-year option agreement between the county and Briggs for
his 5.2 acres was first approved by the county in December
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2012  and  subsequently  extended  for  another  year.  When  it
expired on Dec. 18, 2014, it was not renewed, but instead was
executed by the county on Feb. 24, 2015, well before the
environmental document has been certified. The city in August
2013 made the required determination that the transfer was
consistent with their General Plan.

Briggs received a nonrefundable $5,000 for each of the one-
year periods. County Counsel Robyn Drivon explained, “Rather
than pay more money for an extension, it was felt that the
courts were far enough along on the EIR process to provide the
assurance that they were on solid footing with the EIR process
to reduce the risk of the transfer not taking place. It was
recommended to go forward with the exchange.”

The county would next transfer the combined parcels they own
to the state for construction of the courthouse. An email from
Judicial Council staff confirmed that transfer has not yet
taken place.

“We  are  still  in  negotiations  with  the  county.  Once  the
details are settled, it still needs to go to the state Public
Works  Board  for  approval  before  we  can  complete  the  site
acquisition,” the Judicial Council said.

Litigation, potential conflicts stall project

On July 10, the Placerville Historic Preservation League, an
unincorporated association, filed a writ of mandate with the
San Francisco Superior Court, asking that the EIR be vacated
and a new one prepared. The case is being handled by attorney
Donald B. Mooney of Davis. It names the Judicial Council as
respondent, and El Dorado County, the El Dorado County Board
of Supervisors and Briggs as parties in interest. Placerville
is not named in the lawsuit.

“The Judicial Council as the named respondent in the lawsuit,”
county counsel explains, “will be taking the lead role in this
matter and the County will participate and monitor the status



and progress of the case.”

A  settlement  conference  is  scheduled  for  Aug.  28  and  the
administrative record is due Sept. 14.

Briggs, as property owner of the transferred parcel, may also
have to produce documents.

The writ claims the EIR didn’t do an adequate job under CEQA
to fully analyze and provide mitigations for the project’s
environmental  impacts  to  biological  resources  such  as
wetlands,  rare  plants,  and  protected  migratory  birds,  to
traffic and circulation, as well as its, “economic impacts to
the businesses in historic Placerville on Main Street that
will lead to urban decay and blight.”

Unrelated to the lawsuit are conflict of interest claims. In
2013,  an  El  Dorado  County  Taxpayers  Group  letter  to  the
Judicial  Council  alleged,  “John  Briggs  is  developing  the
entire  project  known  as  Ray  Lawyer  Commercial  Subdivision
using a combination of local, state money and federal highway
government money being funneled through the county government
under the guise of the development of a new courthouse. . .
The remaining six project parcels and other nearby abutting
parcels are held in Ron Briggs (ex-county supervisor) and his
son’s name (Brian Briggs, former chairman of the Placerville
Planning Commission) will not be required to pay for their
normal proportional and equitable share of reimbursement of
the heavy master infrastructure improvement costs and off-site
improvements totaling tens of millions of dollars.”

The Ray Lawyer Commercial Subdivision was approved by the
city,  and  is  within  the  Western  Placerville  Interchanges
Project  area  which  will  widen  and  improve  Forni  Road,
Placerville Drive, Fair Lane and Ray Lawyer Drive as well as
ramps to Highway 50 from these surface streets.

The Judicial Council asked the county to respond to the El
Dorado  County  Taxpayer  Group’s  allegations,  since  if



unanswered,  they  could  cause  the  site  to  be  termed
“controversial,”  which  would  trigger  another  layer  of
approvals  and  even  potential  site  reconsideration.

Then-County Counsel Ed Knapp responded, “The county is aware
of no conflicts that should impair the ability of the county,
city of Placerville, and the state to move forward with the
construction of this much needed courthouse.”

He noted that then-Supervisor Ron Briggs had recused himself
from  all  county  agenda  items  relating  to  the  courthouse
project  and  Brian  Briggs  had  recused  himself  from  all
Placerville Planning Commission meetings where the issue was
discussed.  John  Briggs  had  assured  the  county  that,
“Supervisor Ron Briggs was not beneficially interested in the
Briggs Family Trust (the owner of the ‘swapped’ parcel) nor in
the parcel at issue.” Attached to the letter were declarations
under  penalty  of  perjury  by  John  and  Ron  Briggs  to  this
effect.

The AOC determined the site was not “controversial” and the
project proceeded.

Lack of trust, transparency

Some have alleged that even though the outward appearance of
propriety was maintained, there has been considerable pressure
and  politicking  behind  the  scenes  for  years  to  push  the
courthouse  project  forward.  Kirk  Smith  of  the  Placerville
Historic Preservation League feels, “Political corruption in
this town goes back to the very beginning . . . It’s rarely a
situation where somebody’s hands get caught in the cookie jar.
What appears to be the case is that politicians back other’s
projects.”

Sue Taylor of Save Our County, a group focused on protecting
the  historic  and  rural  environment  of  El  Dorado  County,
contends, “I don’t like the whole way (the courthouse project)
was processed. There’s a lot of cronyism involved . . .  I’m



not  sure  who  it’s  really  benefitting,  and  I  don’t  think
they’re giving us all the information on the courthouse.”

It’s not just who wins, but also who loses that is at issue.
The Main Street courthouse is owned by the county and court
services there are provided by the state, but the fact that
the 100-plus-year-old-structure sits right in the middle of
historic downtown Placerville brings the city inevitably into
the mix.

At the March 10, City Council meeting, some speakers accused
the city of not doing enough to lobby the Judicial Council to
retain court services on Main Street or to keep residents
informed  as  the  process  unfolded.  Many,  they  said,  were
unaware of the Nov. 6, 2014, public meeting or that the EIR
public comment period had ended Dec. 1, 2014.  A petition
signed by 60 downtown merchants had been sent to the Judicial
Council requesting the EIR comment period be reopened.

City officials, some said, had already decided the relocation
of court services was a “done deal” well before the process
was  concluded.  City  Manager  Cleve  Morris  told  meeting
attendees, “On more than one occasion I’ve asked the question
whether or not the courthouse could continue downtown. It was
emphatic that the state would not use that building as a
courthouse in the future. The state has jurisdiction over the
court and it’s ultimately their decision over what happens to
it.”

Heidi Mayerhofer, owner of the Painted Owl on Main Street,
told the council, “Downtown businesses benefit significantly
from the functioning of the courthouse . . . did the city make
this case on our behalf? If not, it’s not too late.”

Celia Lux, co-owner of The Bookery on Main Street, agreed,
“We’ve heard, ‘the sky is falling, the sky is falling’ for 25
years so we don’t take it seriously . . . I would have
appreciated the opportunity to make a comment.”



Jackie Neau, a Placerville resident, disagreed. “I hope you
wouldn’t  reopen  the  public  comment.  We  all  have  to  pay
attention. It is our responsibility to pay attention, read
agendas and engage.”

Mayor Patti Borelli told Lake Tahoe News, “I made a trip with
Councilwoman  (Wendy)  Thomas  and  (Presiding  Superior  Court)
Judge  (Suzanne)  Kingsbury  to  San  Francisco  where  (Judge
Kingsbury) presented our case to the Judicial Council. We were
lobbying to keep it in the city and in El Dorado County.”

Borelli was unsure whether Kingsbury lobbied specifically to
retain services in the Main Street courthouse, but added, “We
did due diligence.” Because of the current lawsuit, Kingsbury
was unable to respond to questions. Councilwoman Thomas was
asked to respond, but chose not to.

The Judicial Council is the entity responsible for posting
notices regarding preparation of documents, comment periods
and public meetings for the courthouse environmental review
process. They met all their obligations in this regard.

The Placerville City Council agreed to put an item on the
March 24 agenda to consider sending a letter to the Judicial
Council from the city requesting an extension of the EIR’s
comment period.

Heated conversations

On March 22, there was a meeting at the Cozmic Café on Main
Street.  Heidi  Mayerhofer  remembers  it  starting  from  a
conversation  she  had  with  Councilwoman  Thomas.

“We came up with the idea to have a meeting with merchants
where  concerns  could  be  addressed  and  more  information
disseminated.  She  called  me  and  said  other  City  Council
members wanted to attend. It became more formal than what I
originally wanted,” Mayerhofer said.



The meeting was attended by all five city councilmembers,
current El Dorado County Supervisor Brian Veerkamp, former
Supervisor Jack Sweeney, City Manager Cleve Morris, City Clerk
Susan Zito as well as downtown merchants. An agenda was posted
by the city, but no minutes were taken.

At its March 24 meeting, the City Council chose not to request
an extension of the EIR comment period, and instead sent a
letter to the Judicial Council offering the city’s support of
the site next to the county jail and asking for their help in
securing funds to repurpose the Main Street courthouse. The
letter  referenced  the  merchants’  petition  and  the  two
subsequent meetings that it said had, “created good dialogue
and  the  result  was  overwhelming  support  for  the  current
proposal to relocate the court operations ….”

Not everyone remembers the March 22 meeting that way. Nancy
Duncan, co-owner of The Bookery said, “I wouldn’t say it was
overwhelming, no. That wasn’t what I got out of it.”

Kingsbury gave a presentation on March 24 outlining a long
list of physical and security problems with the 100-plus-year-
old  Main  Street  courthouse.   She  pointed  to  the  state’s
longstanding concerns with use of the building, dating back to
2009 when it declined to have the building deeded over by the
county, “finding that nothing could be done to overcome the
deficiencies,  and  they  were  frankly  concerned  about  the
liability ….”

Lake Tahoe News asked the county and the Judicial Council
about  the  liability  issue  and  why,  given  such  serious
problems,  court  services  continue  in  the  Main  Street
courthouse, and well may for the five or more years until a
new courthouse is built. Jackie Davenport, assistant court
executive officer for the El Dorado County Superior Court,
said  the  liability  is  “shared,”  as  the  county  owns  the
building and the state is occupying it. County Counsel Drivon
agreed, adding, “It’s a courthouse built in 1912 to last a



hundred years. There are very few other commercial properties
with that lasting power. The alternative doesn’t exist at the
moment.”  Judicial  Council  staff  noted  in  an  email  that,
“determinations of liability are fact-specific.” There is an
agreement in place between the county and the Judicial Council
for the ongoing maintenance of the building.

Kingsbury touched on another issue of concern — the effect of
further project delays on continued funding.

“If  we  don’t  go  forward  on  this  project,”  she  told  the
council, “there are people standing in line. If we are not
poised to move on this project, we will lose it.”

Similar concerns had been expressed by City Manager Cleve
Morris at the March 10 City Council meeting.

“I’ve heard discussions about whether it even had to stay in
El Dorado County. Rancho Cordova was mentioned,” he said.

In a document presented as part of the March 24 staff report,
former  Supervisor  Sweeney  said,  “I  was  one  of  two  county
supervisors that did the negotiations with the courts for the
site. Our first choice and strongest was to keep the courts
within the city limits of Placerville. Another alternative was
to combine some Sacramento County courts and site it in Rancho
Cordova.”

Sue Taylor believes many merchants felt undue pressure that if
they did anything to slow down the process, they would be
responsible for a $90 million project being lost entirely. Of
the Cozmic Café meeting, she says, “It was very intimidating
with  all  the  city  people.”  Mayerhofer  recalls  an  earlier
conversation she had with Councilwoman Wendy Thomas. “I was
led to believe by Wendy that if the Judicial Council became
frustrated with how long the process was taking they would
find another alternative.”

In an email to Lake Tahoe News, Judicial Council staff noted



with  regard  to  plans  to  locate  the  courthouse  in  Rancho
Cordova, “No, this rumored plan was never considered by the
Judicial Council.”

As for funding, the Legislature authorizes site acquisition
funding  in  three-year  phases,  with  funding  for  the  new
Placerville courthouse project first allocated in 2009. It was
reauthorized in 2012 and again in 2015, for a three-year term
ending on June 30, 2018.

“Yes,”  Judicial  Council  staff  confirmed,  “the  funding  is
secure for the entire term of the re-appropriation period.”
The project will also retain its status as an “immediate and
critical need” priority group project.

Not everyone sees the loss of court services at the Main
Street courthouse as entirely negative. Resident Cindy Savage
told the City Council, “I also think it’s an opportunity of
great magnitude. We have five years to figure out what to do
to  make  it  more  vibrant,  bring  more  life  to  downtown
Placerville.” Mayor Borelli told Lake Tahoe News, “I see a lot
going on (downtown) now, especially on weekends and at night
and these are days that the courthouse is closed.”

City Clerk Zito said she was, “excited with the potential of
what  we  could  have  on  Main  Street  .  .  .  it’s  been
underutilized  by  just  being  a  courthouse.”

But repurposing the Main Street courthouse will be expensive.
The formation of a joint city-county Blue Ribbon Committee to
explore funding options was first proposed in September 2014.
The committee will be comprised of three county residents,
three city residents and four Placerville business owners,
with at least one being from the downtown business district.
Due to a poor initial response, the announcement requesting
applications had to be posted again. Interviews were held and
committee members have been chosen. After formal confirmation
by the city and the county this month, the committee will



begin meeting.

The Judicial Council put out a request for proposal to find
and pay for a firm to assist with the courthouse repurposing
process. In addition to acting as facilitator for the Blue
Ribbon Committee, the firm will also perform a retail analysis
to determine the best use for the courthouse, identify key
barriers to re-use, recommend strategies to remove regulatory
barriers and identify potential grant funding.

After  years  of  planning,  the  fate  of  the  new  Placerville
courthouse  project  depends  on  the  course  the  lawsuit
challenging  the  project’s  EIR  will  take.  A  mandatory
settlement conference for all parties to the lawsuit has been
set for Aug. 20 at the Sacramento law offices of Remy Moose
Manley LLC, the law firm representing the Judicial Council.
The goal, the court document states, is to, “attempt in good
faith to settle the litigation and the dispute that forms the
basis of the litigation.” The outcome of that conference is
still  uncertain.  What  is  certain  is  that  the  successful
melding  of  past  and  future  in  this  historic  Gold  Rush
community  remains  a  work  in  progress.

Opinion:  An  answer  to  the
Keys’ problem
By Steve Urie

Kathryn Reed’s balanced Aug. 12 article on the plan to use
herbicides to control invasive curlyleaf pondweed and Eurasian
watermilfoil, and native coontail in the Tahoe Keys begins
with the overriding message of a study presented by the Tahoe
Keys  Property  Owners  Association  at  this  week’s  public
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meeting: “It’s time to do something different.”

Indeed  it  is,  but  it  isn’t  what  five  Tahoe  scientists
proposed, which is to use “tailored and prescriptive use of
selective approved herbicides” to attack the weeds choking the
Keys’  waterways.  As  much  as  the  five  agency  managers  and
academics, who received the bulk of the study’s $250,000 cost,
would like us to believe that there are chemicals that are
strong enough to be effective after being diluted by the flow
from  the  Upper  Truckee  River  and  selective  enough  to
distinguish between the two non-native plants and the half
dozen native plants in the Keys’ canals — it isn’t true.

Steve Urie

Reed  reports  that  it  was  noted  that  using  the  herbicides
“would be like applying a chemical to kill dandelions on a
yard, but not killing the grass at the same time.” Probably
true.  Here  are  15  human  health  problems  linked  to  using
Monsanto’s Roundup.

One of the study’s authors, Lars Anderson says in an intro
video that the program’s goals were to reduce the $400,000
annual cost to mechanically harvest the plants and “to overall
improve  the  growth  of  native  plants  and  have  a  habitat
suitable for native plants and fish that’s also useful for
humans to sail, and swim, and boat in.” Really, Keys property
owners? You want your kids and visitors swimming in a cesspool
of chemicals strong enough to kill vegetation?

None of the current Keys property owners is responsible for
the  destruction  of  the  Upper  Truckee  River  Marsh.  That
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happened  a  half-century  ago  before  anyone  recognized  the
potential damage of punching a hole in nature’s filtering
system and creating 11 miles of stagnant canals that have
become a veritable Garden of Eden for non-native plants and
animals. But the current Keys property owners can step up,
take the lead, and do something to fix the vasin’s greatest
environmental mistake — eliminate the canals.

Crazy! Impossible! Unaffordable! Where would all of the boats
go?

The boats would be stored in high-tech dry dock at improved
and  expanded  lagoon  marinas.  A  partnership  between  the
California  Tahoe  Conservancy,  TRPA,  and  the  TKPOA  would
reengineer the canals with parkways and wetlands to receive
some  of  the  river’s  flow,  and  the  lagoons  would  be
reengineered  to  act  as  better  settling  basins.

Terrific, but who pays for it? We all do. The total cost is
less than $100 million — equivalent to what TRPA receives in
their  environmental  improvement  program  each  year.  Because
they are losing their back-yard docks, Keys’ homeowners pay
nothing and save weed and canal maintenance costs and have
attractive,  eco-friendly  backyards.  California,  Nevada,  and
TRPA shoulder the financial burden — and everyone gains a
purer, clearer lake with less algae and far fewer aquatic
invasive species issues.

It’s time to stop putting destructive, multi-million dollar
band aids on Tahoe’s deepest wound and to step up and heal the
lake.

Steve Urie is a Truckee resident and the author of “Tessie,
Quagga Mussels, and Other Lake Tahoe Myths”.
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Bay  Area  sheriff’s  deputy
drowns at Tahoe
By KRON-TV

A  Contra  Costa  County  deputy  sheriff  died  in  an  apparent
drowning in Lake Tahoe on Thursday, according to sheriff’s
office spokesman Jimmy Lee.

The sheriff’s office said it was informed of the drowning of
Deputy  Carlos  Francies  by  the  South  Lake  Tahoe  Police
Department  Thursday  afternoon.

Read the whole story

Activists  seek  to  repeal
entire Nev. tax package
By Cy Ryan, Las Vegas Sun

CARSON CITY — Conservative activists have filed a petition
seeking to repeal the entire $1.1 billion tax package that
Nevada lawmakers passed this spring.

Anti-tax activist Chuck Muth said  he filed paperwork with the
Secretary  of  State’s  Office  on  Monday  seeking  the  ballot
measure. The petition includes the names of more than 800
people.

Read the whole story
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‘Pioneering’ bears push east
into Nevada
By Jeff DeLong, Reno Gazette-Journal

A black bear recently captured by wildlife officials near the
Oregon border may be the latest example of a bear making its
home in historic Nevada range last occupied by the animals
close to a century ago.

After receiving increasing reports of bear sightings, tracks
and scat on a ranch in a remote part of northern Washoe County
near Sheldon National Wildlife Refuge, biologists with the
Nevada Department of Wildlife set a trap in hope of catching a
bear for research purposes.

On July 25 the trap was sprung and scientists had their hands
on an adult male black bear, maybe seven or eight years old
and “in very good shape” for a wild bear, said Carl Lackey,
bear biologist for the Department of Wildlife. The bear was
tranquilized and weighed, tagged, tattooed and fixed with a
microchip. Hair and blood samples were taken for DNA.

By the second decade of the 1900s, black bears were completely
gone from Nevada’s interior and likely rare in the state’s
western fringes, researchers said. But forests clear-cut for
mining  regenerated  in  subsequent  decades,  improving  bear
habitat and boosting the bear population in western Nevada.

Read the whole story
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Tour to focus on sustainable
landscaping
The 8th annual Conservation Landscape Tour on Aug. 19 is an
opportunity to learn about sustainable landscaping in Lake
Tahoe.

The  tour  will  begin  at  the  Lake  Tahoe  Community  College
Demonstration Garden and continue down Pioneer Trail toward
Meyers Station.

This  free  tour  will  be  hosted  by  the  Tahoe  Resource
Conservation District. Tour participants will view houses that
are examples of sustainable landscaping. Each of the houses
will be hosted by a local agency acting as the informational
resource to these landscapes.

Topics  include  attracting  pollinators  to  your  garden,
integrated  pest  management,  sustainable  turf  care,  habitat
gardening, attracting pollinators, erosion control, defensible
space,  and  gardening  with  native  and  climate  appropriate
plants.

A community conservation after-party will follow at “The Heart
of Meyers” Meyers Station where participants can view their
new turf conversion project and geoglyph while listening to
the funky tunes of 4-Piece Puzzle and enjoying food at Verde
Mexican Rotisserie.

The tour is from 4:30-7:30pm.
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Letter:  ZCTCF  grateful  for
community’s support
To the community,

The Zephyr Cove Tennis Club Foundation thanks the multitude of
individuals and businesses that contributed to making the 32nd
annual Tahoe Tennis Classic such a success.

The foundation is the nonprofit entity responsible for the
upkeep of the six courts at Zephyr Cove Park. It takes time
and money to keep this valuable asset in pristine condition.
The foundation’s main fundraiser is during the players’ dinner
of the tournament. This year items were donated for the silent
auction and raffle with a value of more than $10,000.

The all-volunteer foundation uses the proceeds
to improve the courts – including repairing
the playing surface. That will be the next big
expenditure.  Like  all  facilities,  though,
there are always maintenance issues that go
beyond substantive changes.

A  special  thank  you  goes  out  to  Harrah’s  Lake  Tahoe  for
welcoming the nearly 200 people to the August dinner.

The foundation thanks the following businesses and people for
their generosity:

Businesses:

A Massage at Tahoe, AAA Carson City, tennis pro Adam Robin,
Adele’s  Restaurant  &  Lounge,  Agave  Azul  Mexican  Grill
Restaurant, All Sports Fitness & Personal Training with Andy
Veris, Angel Touch Salon & Spa, Anytime Fitness in Zephyr
Cove, Bona Fide Books, Carson Valley Inn, Casey’s Restaurant,
Dart Beverage Center, Duke’s Steak House at Fandango Casino,
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Elements Day Spa, Ernie’s Coffee Shop, Megan Gandt Massage
Therapy,  Integrative  Healing  for  Body  &  Soul,  Genasci  &
Steigers, Getaway Café, Hair by Dawn at Hair Nail Studio,
Harrah’s Lake Tahoe, Harumi Sushi Restaurant, Heavenly Village
Cinema, Boutique Tahoe, Lakeside Inn and Casino, Lake Tahoe
Cruises,  Lake  Tahoe  News,  Lake  Tahoe  Yoga,  Luigi’s  Tahoe
Pizzeria, Mirabelle at Lake Tahoe, MontBleu Resort Casino &
Spa, Mt. Rose Ski Resort, Oakley Shop in Heavenly Village, On
the Rocks, Pilates instructor Rose Marie Ottman, Mind-Body
Fitness, Payne Massage Therapy, Reno Aces Baseball Club, Reel-
Lentless Fishing Charters, Splatter Studioz, Sprouts Natural
Foods Café, Tahoe Best Friends, Tahoe Body Works, Structural
Integration with Heather Valentine, Tahoe City Golf Course,
Tahoe Fly Fishing Outfitters, Tahoe Tennis Academy by Justin
Clark, Improv at Harveys, Ridge Tahoe, Tep’s Villa Roma, Toast
Tahoe Restaurant, Weidinger Public Relations, tennis pro Rob
Wheatley, and Zephyr Cove Tennis Club Foundation.

Individuals:

Mark  Allione,  Tom  and  Doreen  Andriacchi,  Carol  and  Carl
Bergren, Sheila Cockerell, Hal Cole, Barbara Cooper, Sharon
Dahlberg,  Sharla  and  Jay  Freeman,  Ray  Fugitt,  Sheryl  and
Hersch Herschman, Melissa and Jess Jester, Ted Lerner, Judy
McLennan, Kae Reed, Judy and Marc Spellman, Louise and Paul
Proffer, Victoria Veris, Tricia Ward, and Carolyn Wright.

Carolyn Wright, Zephyr Cove Tennis Club Foundation president


