Sandoval to put 3-week trade
mission to work

By Michelle Rindels, AP

CARSON CITY — Gov. Brian Sandoval and more than 60 business,
government and education officials recently returned from a
three-week trade mission to England, Ireland, Germany, Poland
and Italy. The visit included meetings with dignitaries, tours
of car factories and receptions bringing together Nevada and
European tourism officials.

As a result of their visit, state officials vow to put some
things in place:

Exchange programs

Sandoval signed three separate agreements calling for worker
exchange programs between Nevadan and German advanced
manufacturing companies in Leipzig, the state of Saxony, and
Saxony Anhelt. Steve Hill of the Governor's 0ffice of Economic
Development said experienced workers from German companies
would spend a year working in similar Nevada companies and
vice versa.

The participating companies would pay workers a salary, but
Nevada might pay for their airfare to and from Germany.

Hill said he hopes to kick off the program by the end of this
year at companies such as aircraft parts manufacturers and
companies in the medical industry. He estimates it will start
with about five participants and grow over time to facilitate
an exchange of best practices between companies in the two
countries.

“We also think it would help create a stronger bond between
Nevada and Germany over time,” Hill said. “If we were doing
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this on a fairly regular basis with a few handfuls of people,
you’'d have a communication and a cultural connection. You'd
end up with 100 people who had lived in Germany for a year.”

Water management partnership

Managing scarce water resources was a key discussion topic
during the trade mission, especially in Dublin, Ireland, which
is home to IBM’s Smarter Cities initiative.

Hill said IBM and the Water Center for Excellence — a Nevada
entity that connects the state’s water researchers with
businesses that can use their expertise — are partnering to
create an energy management service.

Water agencies are huge electricity consumers because they
must use power to maintain pressure in their water lines and
circulate the water to prevent stagnation. The partnership
will explore more efficient ways to use energy, drawing on
massive amounts of raw data about electricity use and water
pressure collected by the Southern Nevada Water Authority.

Hill said the collaboration could lead to a commercial
software and data analytics service that could help other
water authorities optimize their electricity use.

If successful, the project could be lucrative for the water
authority and bring royalties to the research institutions
working on it. It’'s unclear when the software might be ready
for market, Hill said.

Better workforce development

Sandoval praised the workforce training initiatives he saw in
Germany and among automakers there.

He said the trip inspired him to move Nevada state
Superintendent Dale Erquiaga into a newly created job as the
governor’s Chief Strategy Officer. Erquiaga’s role will be
implementing legislation passed in the spring and ensuring



that Nevada’'s K-12 education programs and workforce
development efforts align to meet the needs of companies
moving to the state.

“For a governor to take a state superintendent of schools
directly into the office, that should send a very strong
message about how much K-12 education and workforce
development .. is a priority for me,” Sandoval said.

More Polish connections

Trade mission attendees say they were impressed by Poland,
which has become aggressive in developing its economy since
the fall of Communism.

“Their appreciation and enthusiasm for capitalism and
entrepreneurism is contagious,” Hill said.

An agreement Sandoval signed clears the way for Poland to open
a trade office at the University of Nevada, Reno’s Innovation
Center. The partnership aims to help Polish businesses break
into the American market and vice versa.

“They feel they have a lot of companies in Poland that would
want to move here, but it’s hard for them to go in cold,” Hill
said.

The Polish American Chamber of Commerce also announced it will
move its annual conference to Las Vegas from Chicago.

Another trade mission to Poland is in the works. The
Governor’'s Office of Economic Development recently received a
$300,000 grant from the U.S. Small Business Administration
that will use to help business representatives visit Poland in
May 2016. There will be a trip to China in March 2016.



AP suing FBI for
impersonating reporter

By Michael Biescker, AP

The Associated Press sued the U.S. Department of Justice
Thursday over the FBI's failure to provide public records
related to the creation of a fake news story used to plant
surveillance software on a suspect’s computer.

AP joined with the Reporters Committee for Freedom of the
Press to file the lawsuit in U.S. District Court for the
District of Columbia.

At issue is a 2014 Freedom of Information request seeking
documents related to the FBI's decision to send a web link to
the fake article to a 15-year-old boy suspected of making bomb
threats to a high school near Olympia, Washington. The link
enabled the FBI to infect the suspect’s computer with software
that revealed its location and Internet address.

AP strongly objected to the ruse, which was uncovered last
year in documents obtained through a separate FOIA request
made by the Electronic Frontier Foundation.

“The FBI both misappropriated the trusted name of the
Associated Press and created a situation where our credibility
could have been undermined on a large scale,” AP General
Counsel Karen Kaiser said in a 2014 letter to then-Attorney
General Eric Holder.

“It 1s improper and inconsistent with a free press for
government personnel to masquerade as The Associated Press or
any other news organization,” Kaiser wrote. “The FBI may have
intended this false story as a trap for only one person.
However, the individual could easily have reposted this story
to social networks, distributing to thousands of people, under
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our name, what was essentially a piece of government
disinformation.”

In a November opinion piece in the New York Times, FBI
Director James Comey revealed that an undercover FBI agent had
also impersonated an AP reporter, asking the suspect if he
would be willing to review a draft article about the bomb
threats.

Comey described the tactic as “proper and appropriate” under
Justice Department guidelines in place at the time. He said
such a ruse would likely require higher-level approvals now
than it did in 2007, but that it would still be lawful “and,
in a rare case, appropriate.”

In a meeting with reporters the following month, Comey left
open the possibility that an agent might again pose as a
journalist, though he said such a tactic ought to be rare and
“done carefully with significant supervision, if it’s going to
be done.”

AP’'s records request also seeks an accounting of how many
times since 2000 the FBI has impersonated media organizations
to deliver malicious software.

In a response to AP, the FBI indicated it might take nearly
two years to find and copy the requested records. AP’s lawsuit
asks a federal judge to order the FBI to hand over the
records.

Thursday’'s filing marked the second time this year that AP has
sued the federal government. In March, the news organization
sued the State Department to force the release of email
correspondence and government documents from Hillary Rodham
Clinton’s tenure as secretary of state. The case, involving
unfulfilled FOIA requests dating back as long as five years,
is ongoing.



Run-walk to benefit thyroid
cancer

Lake Tahoe’s Movement of Wings will bring basin communities
together on Sept. 5 to raise awareness about thyroid cancer.

LTMW aims to provide a fun, community-generated event that
will provide support and a proactive way to fight this
disease, while promoting a healthy lifestyle in one of the
most beautiful places to run, Lake Tahoe. Proceeds will be
donated to ThyCa.

ThyCa (Thyroid Cancer Survivors’' Association Inc.) is a
nonprofit organization of thyroid cancer survivors, family
members, and health care professionals. They are dedicated to
support, education, and communication for thyroid cancer
survivors, their families and friends. ThyCa also sponsors
Thyroid Cancer Awareness Month, year-round awareness
activities, and thyroid cancer research fundraising and
research grants.

The Butterfly Effect 5K Run, Walk and Stroll benefits ThyCa
and aims to inform the community on thyroid cancer, the
fastest growing cancer in the United States.

The morning will start with a 5K run and walk at 9am and
9:05am, respectively, and a slightly shorter “stroll” option
starting at 9:10am, for those who want a more moderate option
or who may be fighting thyroid cancer but still want to
participate.

After the races the Caterpillar Dash, a short race that is
free for children 9 and under, will take place on the Village
Green in Incline Village, followed by a Mutt Strut doggie
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dress-up contest and post-race Zumba dance party.

In addition to scheduled events there will be food trucks,
face painting and arts and crafts for the kids, booths
representing local businesses and nonprofits, and a silent
auction with a variety of fabulous items from several favorite
local businesses.

Attendees are encouraged to wear wings and colors representing
the fight against thyroid cancer (teal, pink and blue). Wings
will also be available for a small donation at the event.

To register or for more info, go online.

Then and now: Disappearing
intersection

the same 1in South Lake
Tahoe. Map/Bill Kingman
collection
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The 1960s local map, above, shows how Sonora Avenue used to
join Highway 50. That junction was covered over by the
construction of the Fantasy Inn, now named Postmarc.

The red X on the map is where the Lake Valley Fire Department
station stood next to the Tahoe Shores Motel.

This photo was taken 1in
November 1965, the month
when the South Lake Tahoe
was incorporated. Photo/Bill
Kingman

That 1965 location as it
appears today. Photo/Bill
Kingman
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Fire station No. 1 as it
exists in 2015 at the corner
of Pioneer Trail and Ski Run
Boulevard. Photo/B1ill
Kingman

— Bill Kingman

S. Lake Tahoe creates
recreation opportunities
beyond what Mother Nature
provides
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Bijou Park is a continual work in progress with the
focus on 1locals’ recreation desires. Photos/Jessie
Marchesseau

Publisher’s note: This is one in a series of stories Lake
Tahoe News will be running leading up to the 50th anniversary
of South Lake Tahoe on Nov. 30.

By Jessie Marchesseau

The mountains, forests and lake surrounding South Lake Tahoe
serve as a playground, of sorts, for residents and visitors.
However, it’s hard to hold swim lessons in a lake that
sometimes has waves and often feels like ice water. Beaches
are more convenient and enjoyable when they offer parking
spaces, restrooms and a cold beverage. It’'s easier, or at
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least more comfortable, to have a family picnic when there are
picnic tables. And hoping it gets cold enough to freeze the
water in the marina doesn’t make for a consistent ice rink.

So, while South Lake Tahoe may inherently offer a variety of
outdoor activities, the natural environment is not an adequate
substitute for traditional public parks and recreation
facilities. During the last 50 years, the city of South Lake
Tahoe has taken on the task of creating and maintaining public
recreation opportunities the environment cannot.

The first city park was Regan Beach. Construction began in
1959 when it was dubbed Lakeshore Park, before South Lake
Tahoe was even incorporated. The city acquired the park not
long after its incorporation in 1965. Ever since, the city of
South Lake Tahoe has made a continual effort to create and
maintain public parks and recreation facilities.

After 50 years of planning and implementing, the current South
Lake Tahoe parks and recreation facilities are as follows:
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Regan Beach is due for another upgrade.

Regan Beach

Location: the intersection of Sacramento and Lakeview avenues
Size: 2.5 acres

Original construction date: 1959

Regan Beach is the city of South Lake Tahoe’s oldest beach
facility, acquired by the city in the mid-1960s. A tot lot
playground was added to the park in the summer of 1970. It was
constructed almost entirely with donated hours and materials.

In the '70s, lifeguards were regularly on duty during the
summer months at Regan Beach, as well as many of the other
beaches in town. The city, however, stopped hiring lifeguards
after California’s Proposition 13 impacted public funds in
1978.

Later, in 1984, the city started the ball rolling on a six-
year, $1.6 million renovation project at Regan Beach.

Three years later, the beach gained an additional 100 feet of
lake frontage when the city spent $425,000 on an additional
half acre of lakefront land. With water levels much higher
than they are now, the retaining wall and lakeshore were badly
eroded and in poor condition. Significant erosion control work
was completed on the existing park and the newly acquired
shoreline. The restoration project also included new walkways,
stairways and fencing.

By 1989, the playground equipment was old and worn, so it was
replaced, and a sand volleyball court was also added to the
park.

Funding for this six-year project came from a number of
sources: Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board
provided almost $445,000; the city of South Lake Tahoe, nearly



$200,000; California Tahoe Conservancy, $855,000; and $100,000
in state bond funds.

After that major project, not much happened at Regan Beach
until a dog water park was added in 2009.

Now, the park is once again in line for a major remodel. The
building that houses the bathrooms and concessions has a leaky
roof and is in a state of serious disrepair, and the retaining
wall is once again crumbling. What exactly is in store for
Regan Beach has yet to be decided, but planning is in the
works. City Manager Nancy Kerry hopes to have between $1.5
million and $2 million to dedicate to the project.

Park amenities:

= Large grass area

= Beach

» Large parking lot

» Observation deck

» Food and drink concessions (Memorial Day through Labor
Day)

= Restroom

= Playground

= Sand volleyball court

= Picnic tables

 Dog water park.



Lakeview Commons has transformed recreation
opportunities in South Lake Tahoe.

El Dorado Beach-Lakeview Commons

Location: the corner of Highway 50 and Lakeview Avenue
Size: 2 acres

Original construction date: 1968

Unlike other parks, El Dorado Beach is not actually owned by
the city of South Lake Tahoe. It is part of a 56-acre parcel
owned by El Dorado County for which the city signed a 55-year
lease in 1968. El Dorado Beach is only 2 of those acres, the
remainder lies across the street where the campground, senior
center, museum and county library are located.

The city has been almost continuously making small changes and
improvements to El Dorado Beach since the lease was signed in
1968. But the first significant improvements started in 1974
when bathrooms were installed across Lakeview Avenue from the
beach. The boat launch and tunnel were also proposed that year
and then subsequently constructed in 1976 for $380,000, mostly
funded by a grant.
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Like Regan Beach, El Dorado Beach once had lifeguards on duty,
but that practice was also abandoned in 1978.

In 1988, the city purchased a 2.2-acre parcel off of Harrison
Avenue where an old motel stood. Over the course of the next
15 years, the building was razed, oil tank mitigated and the
property restored to a state suitable to build a parking lot
on. The project was funded with $1 million from the California
Tahoe Conservancy.

In 1989, Frank’s at the Lake, a concession cart opened at the
beach. After that, a concession cart or trailer was stationed
at the beach each summer; though no permanent concession
structure existed until the Lakeview Commons project was
completed more than 20 years later.

The boat ramp was redone in 1991, thanks to $313,000 from the
California Boating and Waterways Commission. The commission
also agreed to nearly $450,000 in grant money for the
construction of the parking lot across the street in 2002, the
same year the city put in a new 200-foot retaining wall. The
parking lot was completed in 2006.

But all of these improvement projects were minor in comparison
to the Lakeview Commons project which broke ground in 2010.
The $6 million project funded by the CTC took nearly a decade
to get off the ground, then ran into a legal snag soon after
construction began. The project was stalled for a short time,
but resumed and, in all, took just less than two years to
complete.

Finished in 2012, the Lakeview Commons project included
extensive landscape and stone terracing, retaining walls, a
ramp for beach accessibility, restrooms, improved walkways,
general landscaping and an improved picnic area. This was the
first portion of a much larger project to improve the entire
leased 56 acres.

Amenities:



 Bike trail

» Two parking lots

= Sandy beach

» Food concession

» Kayak and water toy concession

= Boat ramp/launch

 Floating dock (not currently in use due to low water)
 Large picnic area, including tables and BBQs
 Large grass area

= Restroom

= Swim area (non-boating).

The pool at the rec center is popular year-round.

South Lake Tahoe Recreation Complex
Location: 1176 and 1180 Rufus Allen Blvd.
Original construction date: 1975

In 1972, El Dorado County granted the city of South Lake Tahoe
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the title to 15.48 acres on which to build a recreation
center. Plans for the center were drawn up and revealed to the
public in 1973. By the summer of 1975, the people of South
Lake Tahoe had a $1.8 million recreation and swim center.

The center consists of a 25-yard indoor pool with a
retractable roof for the summer months, a weight room, locker
rooms, a gymnasium-multipurpose room, kitchen, offices and
various smaller multipurpose rooms.

An ice skating rink adjacent to the center was proposed that
same year, but the proposal failed due to deed restrictions
imposed by the county. At that time, the city was sponsoring a
public ice rink in the Tahoe Keys Marina, but the existence
and quality of ice was entirely dependent on weather. An ice
rink near the rec center was later included in the parks and
recreation master plan of 1977. However, it would be another
20 years before the area saw the likes of an actual ice
skating rink, and 25 before South Lake Tahoe had an ice arena.

It was not until 1995 that the construction of an ice skating
rink on the land adjacent to the recreation and swim center
was finally approved. The city agreed to a 30-year lease with
the Tahoe Ice Skating Association for the 1l-acre parcel. A new
outdoor rink was built and opened in January 1997. It closed
in March of that year due to warm weather and did not reopen
the following winter. The lease was revoked, and the rink sat
idle and barricaded for years.

In 2001, construction began on the indoor ice arena. Doors
opened in May 2002. The ice arena was remarkably successful,
and the city ran it until they were forced to downsize 1in
2011. The arena was leased to outside operators and continues
to thrive. In 2013, it became home to a Junior A hockey team,
the Tahoe Blue.

The recreation and swim center has undergone various
maintenance projects over the years: new fiberglass in the



pool, new retractable roofs, energy upgrades such as lighting
and heating systems, roof repairs, new weight room equipment,
and more. A playground, sand volleyball court and basketball
court were installed outside. However, in the 40 years since
it was built, the center has not received any extensive
renovations. The building is dilapidated and much of the
equipment and amenities are sorely outdated. This is why the
recreation and swim center has earned a spot on the city of
South Lake Tahoe’s new parks and recreation master plan. No
decisions have been made yet as to what will happen to the
building, but discussions are under way.

Amenities:

» Recreation and swim center
= 25-yard indoor/outdoor year-round swimming pool
» Locker rooms/shower facilities
= Multipurpose gymnasium
= Kitchen
= Various meeting rooms
» Crafts room
 Weight room
» Ice Arena
 Indoor ice skating rink with bleachers
= Food concessions and eating area
» Ice skate rentals
 Locker rooms
» Qutside facilities
» Qutside mini park/playground
= Qutdoor sand volleyball court
» Qutdoor basketball court
 Picnic area.



Golf has been played in South Lake Tahoe for nearly a
century.

Bijou Community Park and Golf Course

Location: Park — 1201 Al Tahoe Blvd.; Golf course — 3464
Fairway Ave.

Size: 153 acres
Original construction date: Park — 1992; Golf course — 1920

In 1982, the city of South Lake Tahoe purchased 153 acres from
the Johnson family for $371,000. Most of the acreage was
undeveloped meadow and forest land, but the 9-hole golf course
on the property had been in use since 1920 when both the
greens and the tees were made of sand, and the fairways were
mowed with a horse-drawn mower.

Knowing they wanted a park aimed at residents more than
tourists, the city began what would be nearly a decade of
planning. In 1988, a sign was installed at the entrance of
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Bijou Park reading “the beginning of something wonderful in
our community.” Park construction began in 1990, and when it
officially opened in 1992, nearly 5,000 people showed up.

Bijou Park is a cornucopia of recreational activities. It
seems facilities are continually being added at the request of
the community. Most recently, a bike park has been under
construction. The bicycle park, consisting of pump tracks, a
BMX track, a terrain park and a kids’ learning facility will
take up about 5 acres of the park. It will join a skateboard
park originally built in 1996, and rebuilt in 2008. Next to
that is the basketball court which was retrofitted to also be
a roller derby rink.

Back in 1994, a park maintenance staff member proposed the
idea of a disc golf course at the park. He was given
permission to set one up on a trial basis. By 1995, 27 disc
baskets made of plastic drums and old street sign poles had
been installed. By 1998, each hole had an official tournament-
approved basket. Disc golf is now one of Bijou Park’s most
popular activities.

A 40,000-square-foot dog park, opened in 2008, now occupies a
portion of land where an archery range once existed. The dog
park was such a success, a separate dog agility course was
installed in 2013.

It seems Bijou Park, more than any other city park, is a
frequent the recipient of private donations of time, labor,
money and materials. Citizens passionate about their
recreational activities have been given opportunities at Bijou
Community Park and stepped up to the challenge.

A great deal of fund raising has been conducted for Bijou Park
projects. For years throughout the ’'90s, a Bijou Community
Park gift catalog circulated so people could easily purchase
gifts for the park. This resulted in more than $200,000 in
gifts. Soroptimist, Kiwanis and Rotary clubs donated money and



built picnic shelters. Tens of thousands of dollars were
collected in private donations. The local Lucky grocery store
donated $8,500. While the city and state still contributed a
combined amount of more than $1 million to the project, the
amount of community involvement and generosity is impressive.

As for the golf course, a concessionaire ran it until 1990
when the city parks and recreation department took it over. It
was still a fairly rudimentary course at that time. Over the
next two years, they purchased maintenance equipment,
installed a sprinkler system, planted grass, resurfaced greens
with Astroturf and planted trees. The small course became more
playable, more popular and profitable.

Amenities:

= 9-hole golf course

= 36-acre park

= 27-hole disc golf course

= Skateboard park

= Sand volleyball courts

» Basketball court/roller derby track

= Fenced dog park

= Dog agility course

» Qutdoor fitness course

= Historic railroad exhibit

= Restrooms

= Concession facility (not always open)

= Two covered gazebos with barbecue pits and picnic tables
= Playground equipment

= Bike park (currently under construction)
= Open meadow land open to the public.



Linear Park parallels Highway 50; providing more than
just a sidewalk.

Linear Park

Location: along the north side of Highway 50 from Wildwood
Avenue to Pioneer Trail

Size: half mile
Original construction date: 2000

More of a greenbelt than an actual park, Linear Park lies
between Highway 50 and the Tahoe Meadows subdivision. In 1996,
the city began talks with the property owners of Tahoe Meadows
to create a mutually agreed upon plan that would both allow
the city to create a bike path along that stretch of the
highway and provide a buffer zone between the road and the
private properties.

The land, which stretches from the Holiday Inn to McDonald'’s,
is 2,700 linear feet. The agreement required the city to build
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a Class 1 bike trail on the property, but also build a fence
separating the park from the subdivision, install lighting and
landscape the entire area.

Possibly the most notable feature of the park is the white
statue of a Washoe woman. The statue, created by artist Arnold
Aragon was installed on the property in 2000. The statue’s
pedestal later began to crumble and was replaced by the now-
defunct Core 24 Charities in 2005. The group also planted
1,000 daffodil bulbs around the new pedestal. A plaque was
installed by the city explaining the meaning of the Washoe
woman statue in 2009.

Even small parks require maintenance, and in 2013, Linear Park
was completely redone, a project costing more than $500,000.

Amenities:

= Bike trail.

Bonanza Park offers people near the Y a place to play.
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Bonanza Park

Location: 1209 Bonanza Ave.
Size: 1 acre

Original construction date: 2012

South Lake Tahoe'’s newest park, near the Y, was once a rundown
hotel. Edgewood Companies, in an effort to acquire more
tourist accommodation units for their Edgewood Lodge project,
purchased the property and transformed it into a public park.
The city was granted ownership of the park, and Edgewood
Companies was granted the tourist accommodation units.

Amenities:

» Large grass area
 Walking path

= Playground equipment
= Half-court basketball
» Horseshoe toss

= Picnic tables

Building and maintaining parks in South Lake Tahoe is a non-
stop process of planning, funding, building and planning some
more. But the results of these efforts have provided the
community with places to gather, places to play, places to
learn and even more places from which to enjoy our beautiful
surroundings here in South Lake Tahoe.

Opinion: When surveillance 1s
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a feature, not a bug

By Joshua Kopstein, Aljazeera America

There’s a saying you’ll hear in certain tech circles: There 1is
no cloud, just other people’s computers.

The cloud 1is, of course, the vast collection of distant
databanks we use to back up our vacation photos, search the
Web, make online purchases, find the quickest route home and
do pretty much everything else. It is owned by unaccountable
corporations, is regularly accessed by police and intelligence
agencies and creates a convenient gold mine of credit card
numbers, nude photos and other private data for malicious
hackers to steal.

And increasingly, using it is no longer optional.

Read the whole story

Experts: Calif. sea levels
will rise

By Matt Hamilton, Los Angeles Times
Here’'s one trend California is behind on: rising sea levels.

For the last 23 years, ocean levels around the world have
climbed by about 3 inches on average, and NASA scientists say
the sea will continue to rise as warming temperatures cause
ice sheets in Greenland and Antarctica to melt.

But California, and the rest of the western United States, has
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actually seen ocean levels fall. That’s about to change,
thanks to a shift in weather patterns, and scientists are
sounding the alarm.

Read the whole story

Dugard continues to spread
message of hope

By American Legion

The abduction of then-1l-year-old Jaycee Dugard 24 years ago
from a bus stop in Meyers still resonates in the minds of
many. After 18 years of enduring physical and emotional abuse,
Dugard was released from her captors and reunited with her
family in 2009.

The process of reconnecting with her family and healing from
her past led Dugard to create The JAYC (Just Ask Yourself to
Care) Foundation to help other families heal and reconnect
that endured abduction or other traumatic experiences, such as
military deployment.

Dugard spoke to members of the American Legion’s Americanism
Commission Aug. 29 during the organization’s 97th National
Convention 1in Baltimore about the foundation and how
Legionnaires can support its programs.

Read the whole story
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New Zealanders win Tahoe
Primal Quest contest

The GODZone Adventure racing team from New Zealand won the
adventure race Primal Quest that was in part staged in Lake
Tahoe.

The eight-day event had them covering 450 miles of terrain —
on foot, bike and raft. Navigational skills are a must, as
well as the ability rappel down cliffs with a bike, climbing
to an elevation of 12,000 feet and more. Competitors had to
carry their own gear and food.

The winning team consisted of adventure racer Warren Bates,
his partner Lisa Bates, and adventure racing sisters Sarah
Fairmaid and Sonya Clark.

— Lake Tahoe News staff report

Dams may be answer to future
droughts

By Carolyn Lochhead, San Francisco Chronicle

Driven by drought, California stands ready to build a water
system for the 21st century. Ideas are flowing: conservation,
recycling, desalination, aquifer recharge, floodplain
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restoration, storm water capture.

But the biggest, most expensive, most popular item of all is
the foundation of the 20th century water system — dams. Even
if El Nifo rains bring a bounty of water to the state this
winter, the momentum for dam building is unlikely to fade.

Farmers stand to benefit. So do many urban users. The losers
would be people like Anita Lodge.

Lodge, 58, clings to the last remnant of a Gold Rush homestead
deep in the San Joaquin River Gorge 33 miles north of Fresno,
where her ancestors mined ore by wheelbarrow and her mother
hung laundry on the willows. Now the 7-acre spread 1is
surrounded by a federal preserve alive with bears and bobcats,
herons and eagles, and in spring, a profusion of wildflowers.

Behind a bend downstream lies a linchpin of California’s water
system: Friant Dam, snaring the river on its path from the
Sierra foothills to Fresno and the San Joaquin Valley.
Completed in 1942, Friant can hold 520,500 acre-feet of water
for farmers and cities in the southern San Joaquin Valley.
That's almost twice what the 2.6 million customers of the
Hetch Hetchy system used in a year, even before drought-
prompted conservation measures kicked in.

Read the whole story


http://www.sfchronicle.com/drought/article/Floodgates-open-for-adding-dams-to-battle-6471813.php?t=05e7bf81b4f294ee0d&cmpid=twitter-premium

