
SLT-EDC eager to resolve land
dispute
By Kathryn Reed

It looks like South Lake Tahoe may soon be the landowner where
the senior center, museum, art building and visitors center
sit in the middle of town.

“It’s a good idea to transfer it to the city and get out of
the middle,” El Dorado County Supervisor Sue Novasel told Lake
Tahoe News.

This month, just not tomorrow, Novasel expects the county
electeds to vote on how best to have the city take over that
land. Whether this involves the transfer of money or land, or
changing property lines remains to be seen.

“We hope there is no money exchanged. We hope there is a lot
line adjustment,” Mayor Hal Cole told Lake Tahoe News.

This conversation has gone on for decades, but not until this
year has any real progress been made. Timing and new players
at staff level and elected positions are part of the reason a
resolution is apt to be found.

“We are not coming in with any predisposed biases about what
to do with property. We are looking at how to make it work,
not how to stop it. That seems to be the spirit of everyone at
the table,” Novasel said.
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The  land  where  these
entities do business may be
transferred  from  El  Dorado
County to South Lake Tahoe.
Photo/LTN

The other impetus is the seniors. Their complaints are finally
being acknowledged by the city and county.

A big issue is that the county owns the land that houses all
of  these  entities,  while  the  city  is  responsible  for  the
maintenance. In many ways it’s like the organizations have two
landlords who aren’t always in agreement.

The seniors want to make repairs and expand, but the city
doesn’t want to say yes to a building it doesn’t own and the
county has essentially been an absentee landlord. Lingering
disagreements are whether issues are maintenance or capital
improvements. The former the city would be liable for, the
latter would be the county’s responsibility.

The City Attorney’s Office did not provide Lake Tahoe News
with what the actual lease agreements are between the city and
the seniors, Tahoe Art League, Lake Tahoe Visitors Authority
and Lake Tahoe Historical Society.

All of the property is part of what is known as the 56 Acres,
which includes the $65 million Lakeview Commons site.

The county owns a slice of land no more than 100 feet by 100
feet near the old Alta Mira building site that the city would
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like to acquire in order to get the bike path there built.
That, too, is on the table for discussion.

Moving the county’s vector control is also being considered.
It’s  possible  that  department  could  be  relocated  to  the
industrial area when the city takes its fleet there.

The larger parcel of the 56 acres includes Campground by the
Lake and undeveloped areas on that side of the highway.

“We expressed our desire to take that land and add it into our
recreation master plan, possibly improve the campground and
bring it up to standard like the rest rooms and possibly RV
hookups to make it more desirable,” Councilman Austin Sass
told Lake Tahoe News.

What to do with this bigger parcel, including the campground,
is not expected to be resolved this year.

Once  the  Board  of  Supervisors  votes  on  the  senior  center
property et al, the City Council will take up the issue. The
goal is to have votes cast this calendar year. The city,
though, only has one meeting left – Dec. 7.

Opinion:  U.S.  needs  to
redefine poverty
By Francis Secada, Al Jazeera America

The recent campaigns to push for an increase in minimum wage
rates  across  the  United  States  have  attracted  much  media
coverage. The state of New York is making moves to approve a
$15 per hour price floor, joining Seattle, San Francisco and
Los Angeles. There is growing support for ensuring minimal
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income  levels  to  promote  equitable  living  standards.  Less
attention  has  been  paid,  however,  to  the  capricious
relationship minimum wage policy has with inflation. The U.S.
is  unique  among  developed  nations  in  maintaining  an
inadequately  low  federal  poverty  rate  and  failing  to
accommodate  increases  in  the  cost  of  living.

The federal minimum wage rate has historically been intended
to provide the minimal salary working Americans need to earn a
meaningful living. Though the minimum wage has been increasing
consistently since its enactment in 1938, at 25 cents per
hour, its value in any given year has to be understood in
terms of real dollars. Factoring in the Consumer Price Index,
the jump in the minimum wage from $5.15 in 2006 to $7.25 in
2009, for instance, was minimally significant in terms of
providing financial relief.

The  real  purchasing  power  of  a  minimum  wage  fluctuates
greatly, peaking and dropping at intervals. Moreover, each
increase  in  the  minimum  wage  is  reactive,  providing  some
relief to low-skill workers, but then dropping in subsequent
years, until federal action is required yet again. In other
words, with each passing year, wages remain stagnant while the
purchasing power of the dollar becomes progressively weaker.

Read the whole story

2 books that are catnip for
map geeks
By Christopher Reynolds, Los Angeles Times

If you’re a map geek – and many travelers are – you may wish
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to avert your eyes. Two books – one new, one renewed – are
here to tempt you as the holidays approach.

As these volumes show, maps can be deeply addictive because
each one is a new worldview, with its own style and grammar.

Depending on who has designed it (and toward what end), a map
can bring elegance from chaos and lead you to places you’d
never have gone otherwise.

Conversely, a map can blunt your curiosity, twist the truth,
break your spirit.

Read the whole story

1,400  on  waiting  list  for
Nev.’s  independent  living
program
By Yesenia Amaro, Las Vegas Review-Journal

Marsha  Rodriguez  waited  six  months  to  get  into  a  Nevada
Medicaid  waiver  program  providing  home  services  so  the
disabled woman wouldn’t have to move into a nursing home.

Seven years later, the 72-year-old is still receiving those
services along with 4,558 other people from three different
vulnerable populations — the frail elderly, blind and disabled
— through a state agency to help them live independently.

“I really needed the program and I was blessed when I finally
got on it,” said Rodriguez at her home on Tuesday. She uses
oxygen,  has  limited  arm  motion  and  suffers  from  alpha-1
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antitrypsin deficiency, which is a disorder that might cause
lung and liver disease. “If I didn’t get the help, I would
have to be in a nursing home.”

But another 1,415 people are on a waiting list to receive the
same services, and it’s estimated that it would cost about
$40.3 million to eliminate the backlog, according to data
requested by the Las Vegas Review-Journal from the state’s
Aging and Disability Services Division, which administers the
services.

Read the whole story

Educators  work  to  make
history more inclusive
By Jennifer Modenessi, Bay Area News Group

ORINDA — When Miramonte High School social studies teacher
Elizabeth Aracic teaches Civil War history, she makes a point
of giving her students a wide-angle look at the country’s
deadliest war.

Answering  legislation  that  seeks  to  make  history  more
inclusive, Aracic explains to high school juniors that it
wasn’t just men on the battlefield. Women dressed in men’s
clothing and fought too, with some continuing to live as men
long after the fighting was over.

The lesson and others being crafted and taught across Bay Area
public schools are in direct response to the FAIR Education
Act, which requires California public schools to provide fair,
accurate,  inclusive  and  respectful  representations  of  the
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lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender communities in K-12
history  and  social  studies  curriculums.  Studying  the
contributions of people with disabilities is also part of the
mandate.

But progress in implementing the law has been uneven since it
took effect nearly four years ago.

Read the whole story

Calif.’s  ballot  could  be  a
blockbuster next November
By John Myers, Los Angeles Times

Call  it  a  dream  for  California  political  consultants,  a
nightmare  for  voters  or  an  electoral  extravaganza:  The
November 2016 ballot could feature a bigger crop of statewide
propositions than at any time in the past decade.

“The voters pamphlet is going to look like the Encyclopaedia
Brittanica,”  said  Steve  Maviglio,  a  Democratic  campaign
strategist.

The list of measures is very much a work in progress. Most
campaigns are still gathering voter signatures or waiting for
their proposals to be vetted by state officials.

But  political  strategists  have  identified  at  least  15  —
perhaps as many as 19 –measures that all have a shot at going
before voters next fall.

Read the whole story
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Placer making public roads in
Truckee private
Ownership of two short roads near Northstar is changing.

The Placer County Board of Supervisors last week approved the
abandonment of Mill Site Road and Cross Cut Court so they will
become privately owned.

Mill Site Road runs through the Retreat at Northstar, an 18-
lot development. Adjacent to the Retreat is Martis Camp, a
668-lot development, of which less than one-third is built-
out. The main roadway through Martis Camp is Schaffer Mill
Road,  a  private  road  that  ends  at  Mill  Site  Road.  A
transponder  controlled  gate  separates  the  two  roads.

Residents of the Retreat were under the impression the gate
would only be used for emergency vehicles and public transit.
The reality is people are using it as a short cut.

Martis Camp reps wanted to keep the status quo to reduce
travel time to their development.

— Lake Tahoe News staff report

Fight on West Slope ends in 1
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death, 1 arrest
By ABC-10

A fight led to a man’s death and another man’s arrest in El
Dorado County early Friday morning.

The El Dorado County Sheriff’s Office said that deputies were
sent to investigate a report of an assault near a residence in
the 2800 block of Elmer Street in Camino about 1:05am.

When  they  arrived,  they  found  a  man  unconscious  in  the
driveway.

Read the whole story

California  researchers  re-
create forest blazes
By Rory Carroll, Guardian

The doors clang shut, casting the laboratory into gloom, and
the scientists don goggles, yellow helmets and flame-resistant
jackets. Two crouch behind computers, readying measurements.
Another picks up a blowtorch. The rest stand back.

Wood shavings and dry chaparral, which resembles hay, line the
bed of a 30ft wind tunnel. Green shrubs, leaves and branches
sit  on  a  shelf  above.  The  replica  forest  is  ready  for
immolation.

“Computers!”  shouts  Jeanette  Cobian,  the  lead  engineer,
signalling the start of the experiment. “Ignition!”
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The scientists have just simulated a “crown fire”, in which
flames leap from treetop to treetop, a spectacle firefighters
dread. The computers recorded heat of more than 800C (1,472F).

“We want to know when fire will transition to a crown, and if
so,  how  fast  will  it  spread,”  said  Cobian,  a  mechanical
engineering PhD student at the UC Riverside.

Read the whole story

Snippets about Lake Tahoe
·       Bill Cottrill is now general manager
of  Lake  Tahoe  Resort  Hotel  in  South  Lake
Tahoe.

·      Tahoe Donner Cross Country Ski Area’s inaugural Winter
Festival is Jan. 24. Discounted trail passes will be $10 each
and $15 rentals will be available, including free lessons,
tours  and  ski  equipment  demonstrations.  Festival-goers  may
also enjoy live music and a barbecue.

·       Here are the El Dorado-Tahoe and Sierra roadwork
schedules from Caltrans for the week.

·       The Placer County Board of Supervisors on Nov. 3
approved amendments to the county’s flood management policies
to bring the county into compliance with state law requiring
increased flood protection for urban areas.
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