Nev.’s first female senator
shares her progress,
priorities

By Yvonne Gonzalez, Las Vegas Sun

Twenty-six palm-sized portraits of Nevada’s U.S. senators hang
on a wall here. The most recent portrait is not another man in
a no-nonsense tie, but a pearl-wearing Latina whose election
in 2016 made state history.

As the state’s first female senator and the chamber’s first
Hispanic woman, Catherine Cortez Masto replaced former Sen.
Harry Reid, a Democrat who in more than 30 years in office
became one of the most powerful politicians in state history.
He 1led the Senate majority and endorsed Cortez Masto
immediately after she announced her candidacy.

Whether she could fill Reid’s shoes, she says, is a question
she has had to answer often.
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