Sage grouse conservation
changes praised, provoke
alarm

By Mead Gruver and Matthew Brown, AP

The Trump administration has opened the door to industry-
friendly changes to a sweeping plan imposed by his predecessor
to protect a ground-dwelling bird across vast areas of the
West.

Wildlife advocates warn that the proposed changes would
undercut a hard-won struggle to protect the greater sage
grouse.

Representatives of the ranching and energy industries cheered
the policy shift as needed to give states flexibility.

States affected by the conservation plan are California,
Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, North Dakota, Oregon, South
Dakota, Utah, Washington and Wyoming.
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