
Grant  allows  low-income  in
Calif.  to  shop  at  farmers
markets
By Hannah Knowles, Sacramento Bee
 
A  $3.9  million  federal  grant  awarded  to  the  California
Department of Food and Agriculture will help the state expand
a program that encourages low-income people to shop at farmers
markets, state officials announced this week.

In  July,  the  department  launched  the  California  Nutrition
Incentive  Program,  or  CNIP,  which  rewards  recipients  of
CalFresh food stamps who buy fruits and vegetables grown in
the state by doubling the value of their vouchers when they
purchase at 339 farmers markets throughout the state.

The program’s latest infusion of funds, a three-year Food
Insecurity Nutrition Incentive grant from the U.S. Department
of Agriculture, builds on several million dollars in private
funding  and  $5  million  initially  allocated  by  the  state
Legislature in 2016 to match federal dollars.
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