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Among the countless peaks around the world that have yet to be
skied, one stands alone in prestige and allure: the 28,251-
foot  K2.  The  reasons  it  remains  unskied  are  many—fatal
exposure on much of the route, notoriously harsh weather, an
oxygen shortage—but they do not include a lack of interest.

Over the past 25 years, a handful of the most accomplished
steep skiers in history have tried to notch the first descent
of K2—skiing off the summit and continuing uninterrupted as
far as conditions allow back to base camp. All have failed.

In recent weeks, two more aspirants began trekking into the
Karakoram  Range  in  northern  Pakistan  to  try  to  notch  the
historic first descent, which could happen anytime from mid-
July through early August. One is Davo Karnicar, a 54-year-old
father of seven from Slovenia who made the only complete ski
descent of Mount Everest in October 2000, five years after he
completed the first full descent of Annapurna with his younger
brother, Drejc. The other is 29-year-old Andrzej Bargiel of
Poland, who brings an impressive résumé of his own, having
skied Shishapangma in 2013, Manaslu in 2014, and Broad Peak in
2015, the first complete descent of that mountain.
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