Opinion: California will be
short of water forever

By Jay Famiglietti and Michelle Miro, Los Angeles Times

Over the last 18 months, California has experienced one of the
driest, wettest and wildest rides in 1its recorded water
history.

As the 2015-16 water year opened in October 2015, drought had
driven the state’s reservoir and groundwater levels to all-
time lows. Entire towns were left without water. Reports of
lakes turned to puddles, of wells running dry by the
thousands, and of the cracked ground above depleted aquifers
sinking several feet a year dominated state headlines.

Then came the deluge. Since last fall, a steady stream of
“atmospheric river” storm systems has been battering the
coast, the Sierra Nevada and almost everywhere in between,
restoring reservoirs and the snowpack to their highest points
in years.
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