Study: Calif. drought could
last indefinitely

By Tracy Bloom and Eric Spillman, KTLA-TV

A grim study led by a UCLA geography professor revealed that
the current five-year drought in California could last
indefinitely, with the resulting arid conditions becoming “the
new normal” for the state.

The study, which looked at prolonged periods of dryness in
California over the past 10,000 years, was published Thursday
in the Nature.com journal Scientific Reports.

It noted that the state’s drought in the 21st century has been
the most intense ever recorded, with drier than normal
conditions in 10 of the past 14 years; the last three years
have also been the hottest and driest in about 120 years.
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