California plans to log 1its
drought-killed trees

By Jane Braxton Little, High Country News

Looking north from Blue Canyon near Shaver Lake, copper-
colored forests blanket mountain slopes that stretch ridge
after ridge to the horizon. The patches of fading green that
dappled these hillsides last fall have merged into an unbroken
cover of rust-needled pines. At dusk, when the winds die
down, an eerie stillness gives way to the muffled sound of
munching as beetles chomp through one tree after another,
thousands after thousands.

This is the look — and the sound — of drought.

Four consecutive winters with little to no snowpack, followed
by four dry summers, have devastated California’'s southern
Sierra Nevada. At least 66 million trees are already dead
statewide, and millions more are expected to die as the
drought persists into a fifth summer.

On the Sierra National Forest, up to 90 percent of the mid-
elevation ponderosa pines are dead. Weakened by drought, oaks
are succumbing to sudden oak death along the central and
northern coast, and the disease has moved into the

And the bark beetles that caused this desolation? They’'re
reproducing at triple the normal rate. Forest ecologists used
to consider them a natural part of the forest dynamic - and
they are. Stressed by drought and decades of air pollution in
overcrowded stands, however, the natural chemicals trees pitch
out in self-defense can’t keep up with the onslaught of bugs.
No one is calling what'’s happening here natural anymore.

Read the whole story
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