Sierra trees getting cut to
prepare for summer

By Marc Benjamin, Fresno Bee

Once bathed in deep green, the forests in the foothills and
Sierra east of the San Joaquin Valley are increasingly turning
reddish-brown as drought- and beetle-weary trees die by the
month.

It is a somber warning of a potentially dangerous summer.

A study next month examining trees from the air is expected to
report a near doubling of the 29 million trees already
reportedly dead or dying. In 2014, it was already a crisis
when 3.3 million trees had fallen prey to the infestation,
said Daniel Berlant, communications director for CalFire.

“From the top of Kern (County) to Tuolumne County is the
hardest hit,” Berlant said. “But we are seeing tree mortality
moving farther north into the Placer County area at the top of
Lake Tahoe.”
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