Opinion: ‘Dark tourism’ 1isn’t
all bad

By Robert Reid, National Geographic

These days it seems you can’t go more than a few weeks without
hearing about some unfortunate selfie faux pas on the
Internet.

Tourists posting photos of themselves giving the thumbs up
in Auschwitz, for example, or smiling from a rusted-out bumper
car in Pripyat, the Ukrainian city that was evacuated after
the 1986 Chernobyl nuclear meltdown.

The offending images are seen and blasted around to social
media circles. Disparaging comments are made and the shares
continue, rippling out to create a full-blown meme about
travelers’ growing predilection for “dark tourism.”

The truth 1is, visiting places associated with death and
suffering has been popular a lot longer than the selfie stick.
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