Opinion: Nevada’s solar bait-
and-switch

By Jacques Leslie, New York Times

When President Obama proclaimed in his State of the Union
address last month that “solar is saving Americans tens of
millions of dollars a year on their energy bills,” he clearly
wasn’t talking about Nevada.

In late December, the state’s Public Utilities Commission,
which regulates Nevada’'s energy market, announced a rate
change drastic enough to kill Nevada’s booming rooftop solar
market and drive providers out of the state. Effective Jan. 1,
the new tariffs will gradually increase until they triple
monthly fees that solar users pay to use the electric grid and
cut by three-quarters users’ reimbursements for feeding
electricity into it.

More startlingly, the commission made 1its decision
retroactive. That means that the 17,000 Nevada residents who
were lured into solar purchases by state-mandated one-time
rebates of up to $23,000 suddenly discovered that they were
victims of a bait-and-switch.
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