Why U.S. cops kill more than
European counterparts

By Paul Hirschfield, Rutgers University

Chicago police officer Jason Van Dyke was charged with first
degree murder November 24 in the death of Laquan McDonald. A
video released by police shows Van Dyke shooting the teenager
16 times.

Van Dyke is an extreme example of a pattern of unnecessary
deadly force used by US police. American police kill a few
people each day, making them far more deadly than police in
Europe.

Historic rates of fatal police shootings in Europe suggest
that American police in 2014 were 18 times more lethal than
Danish police and 100 times more lethal than Finnish police,
plus they killed significantly more frequently than police in
France, Sweden and other European countries.
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