Are daily fantasy sports
contests gambling or games of
skill?

By Michael Hiltzik, Los Angeles Times

If Californians — indeed, all Americans — had a thoughtful,
consistent approach to gaming, daily fantasy sports sites such
as FanDuel and DraftKings would be treated as gambling and
their sponsors regulated and taxed. They’d be subjected to
government oversight, background checks of employees, audits
of their books and certification that their games aren’t
rigged — just like most other forms of U.S. gambling.

Instead, fantasy sports games have become ensnared in the web
of inconsistent laws and confusing regulations governing
gaming. At issue 1is whether daily fantasy play really
qualifies as gambling, and if so whether it should be outlawed
or merely regulated.

The biggest stakes for the mushrooming fantasy sports industry
may be in California, which could hold the largest population
of fantasy sports players in the nation. And at the moment,
the legality of their daily games is very much up in the air.
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