Older Americans becoming
addicted to drugs

By Al Jazeera

The U.S. consumes 80 percent of the world’s supply of
painkillers, and overdoses from prescription opioid drugs kill
at least 16,000 Americans every year — more than cocaine and
heroin combined.

Once thought to be a problem of the young, opioid addiction 1is
becoming more common among elderly Americans.

“I was taking exactly what the doctor prescribed, when the
doctor prescribed, how the doctor prescribed,” says Larry
Moore, who calls himself an “accidental addict.” He said he
wasted years of his life in “a deep, deep hole” hooked on
painkillers.

When asked who should have stopped it, he says it should have
been the doctors. “I was just doing what the doctors told me
to do.”
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