
Graffiti  artists  marring
national parks
By Louis Sahagun, Los Angeles Times

Andre Saraiva is an internationally known graffiti artist. He
owns nightclubs in Paris and New York, works as a top editor
of  the  men’s  fashion  magazine  L’Officiel  Hommes  and  has
appeared in countless glossy magazines as a tastemaker and bon
vivant.

Two months ago he showed up on the decidedly un-fashionista
website Modern Hiker, along with a photo of a boulder he
tagged in Joshua Tree National Park. Since then, Saraiva, who
lives in France and is known by his fans as Mr. Andre and Mr.
A., has been scorned by American nature lovers and thrust into
a highly charged debate.

Saraiva is of a new generation of graffiti artists who regard
nature — not just the built environment — as their canvas.
They tag national parks, then post photos of their work on the
Internet.

Those acts infuriate outdoor enthusiasts, many of whom are
otherwise fans of graffiti art.
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