Sierra Nevada snowpack hits
historic low

By Peter Fimrite, San Francisco Chronicle

The abominable snowpack in the Sierra Nevada reached an
unprecedented low this week, dipping below the historic Llows
in 1977 and 2014 for the driest winter in 65 years of record-
keeping.

Electronic surveys show the water content of the snow
throughout the Sierra is a shocking 8 percent of the
historical average for this time of year, by far the driest it
has been since 1950, the year record-keeping began, because of
the lack of rain and snowfall and the exceedingly high
temperatures. It is a troubling milestone that water resources
officials say is bound to get even lower as the skies remain
stubbornly blue.

“It’s certainly sobering when you consider that the snowpack
in a normal year provides about 30 percent of what California
needs in the summer and fall,” said Doug Carlson, the
spokesman for the California Department of Water Resources.
“What this suggests is that we will have very little water
running off. It accentuates the severity of the drought and
emphasizes the importance of people cutting back on their
water use.”
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