Drought relief package falls
short, conservation advocates
say

By Chris Megerian and Melanie Mason, Los Angeles Times

Not only will the $1-billion spending plan approved by
lawmakers Thursday provide little immediate relief to drought-
stricken Californians, state 1leaders are missing an
opportunity to take more decisive action to restrict water
use, conservation advocates said.

“Until we have statewide mandatory restrictions .. we’'re not
going to see the kind of cutbacks the governor has called
for,” said Conner Everts of the Environmental Water Caucus,
which promotes sustainable water management.

Brown set a goal of a 20 percent reduction in water use, but
Californians reduced consumption by just 8.8 percent 1in
January.

Lester Snow, executive director of the California Water
Foundation, said mandatory, statewide restrictions could be
difficult to implement because water conditions are different
around the state. However, he expects the conversation could
change if rain doesn’t arrive soon.
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