
Truckee’s  Davis  on  top  of
podium at X Games
By USSA

ASPEN, Colo. — There was no lack of drama in the X Games men’s
superpipe final on Thursday night in Aspen, Colo., with the
defending X Games gold medalist pitted against a reigning
Olympic gold medalist and a 15-time X Games champion. The
result?  Danny  Davis  (Truckee)  won  his  second  straight
superpipe  gold  medal  at  X  Games  in  Aspen.

Davis,  Switzerland’s  Iouri  Podladtchikov,  and  Shaun  White
(Calrsbad)  headlined  the  eight-man  finals  showdown  in
Buttermilk’s halfpipe. And this year in Aspen, the halfpipe
was primed and athletes were excited about the quality of the
venue.

“This is by far my favorite halfpipe of any X Games,” says
White. “They did a great job with getting the halfpipe ready.”

Early Thursday evening, a field of 16 snowboarders was paired
down  to  eight  during  a  tense  and  entertaining  superpipe
elimination round. Riders used their best score of two runs in
the elimination.

Then, under bright lights, with cameras pointed at them, and
in front of thousands of screaming fans lining the halfpipe’s
walls and cheering from the bullpen at the bottom of the
venue, the eight world-class snowboarders put on a clinic
during the superpipe final.

Just like last year, Davis displayed a technical approach to
halfpipe riding that the X Games judges rewarded with a score
of 93.66, enough to solidify his second consecutive gold medal
in X Games superpipe. While he put down different tricks and
stomped all three of his runs in the finals, Davis still
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needed his third attempt down the halfpipe to win another gold
medal.

“Before I dropped in [on my third run of the finals] I was
just thinking that I needed to land a solid one because the
first two had their glitches,” said Davis. “I landed three
different runs in the finals. It’s hard for me to do the same
run just because of boredom.”

The run that earned Davis his hardware included a nose-grab
backside 720 to a stylish and vintage Davis switch method,
followed immediately by a cab 1080 and a perfect frontside
1080 double cork on his last hit. In addition to winning the
gold medal, Davis’s last run also bumped legendary White off
the podium. The silver and bronze X Games medals in superpipe
were  awarded  to  Japan’s  Taku  Hiraoka  and  Podladtchikov,
respectively.

“This  win  was  unexpected  because  I  haven’t  ridden  much
halfpipe this season,” said Davis. “But it started to feel
like I was getting into a flow towards the end of qualis and
then I had a lot of fun.”


