
Distrust  keeps  TPRID  from
moving forward
By Kathryn Reed

MEYERS – Dysfunction, distrust and plenty of dialogue filled a
three-hour meeting of the Tahoe Paradise Resort Improvement
District board Thursday night.

Whether or not to allow El Dorado County to have a larger role
is one of the major items that still needs to be resolved. The
board is contemplating a one-year agreement that would have
the  county  parks  staff  help  streamline  some  of  the
administrative  duties.

It was reiterated multiple times that the county has no desire
to take over the park. But distrust lingers because the first
draft of the South Lake Tahoe-El Dorado County Recreation
Master Plan stated just the opposite.

Even with the language being removed from the master plan,
motives are still being questioned.

TPRID board members, from left: Lorraine Anderson, Judy
Clot, Victor Babbitt, Sue Novasel and Peter Nelligan.

This  board  is  responsible  for  operating  the  recreation
facility that includes Lake Baron. Tahoe Paradise RID was
created in 1965. It includes 2,200 residences, 4,400 parcels
and is 10 square miles. The park gets its money from renting
the facility – mostly for weddings, grants and $50,000 a year
from Measure S/R. Steve Dunn, who is the park manager, lives
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on site; with the free rent being part of his compensation
package.

Dysfunction was proved multiple times Jan. 22. Board members
admitted they didn’t know which version of a resolution or
memorandum of understanding they were supposed to be voting
on. Several copies were in front of them. None was dated, so
it was unclear which was the most current.

The public also was not privy to what was supposed to be voted
on.

It was agreed that the accurate documents would be given to
the board and then released to the media for distribution. The
board will take the issue up in two weeks.

Not much of the more than 30-item agenda was discussed because
the board members were anything but brief in their comments,
were  argumentative  with  one  another  and  then  allowed  the
public to join the dialogue.

It took 42 minutes to get through rearranging the agenda and
for the first vote of the night – which was who should be the
chair.

This was Sue Novasel’s first meeting as a board member. Her
colleagues  on  the  El  Dorado  County  Board  of  Supervisors
appointed her to it. On a 3-2 vote the TPRID board voted her
in as chair for the next year. Members Judy Clot and Lorraine
Anderson were the dissenters. They both wanted Clot to be
chair. Victor Babbitt is the vice chair, voted in on the same
3-2 vote. Peter Nelligan on a 5-0 vote is secretary-treasurer.



Many park users want dogs to
be  allowed  at  Tahoe
Paradise.  Photos/LTN

The five agreed to meet again in two weeks – Feb. 5 at 6pm at
the Lake Valley fire station off Highway 89. The main purpose
is to resolve the MOU issue with the county – whether to have
one, and if so, what it should include.

Novasel is working on getting training for the board about the
Brown  Act  –  California’s  opening  meeting  law,  and  wants
meeting notices posted on the county website – and make it so
people can sign up for email alerts about meetings. Some of
this, though, may not be possible without the MOU.

The public asked the board in the future to consider allowing
dogs in the park on a leash and for the board to be elected.
As it stands now, current members vote a new board member in.
Elections have been conducted in the past, but the expense has
made it cost-prohibitive. It was suggested the MOU contain an
item saying the county will pick up the costs of an election.
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