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High school test scores released by the federal government
Wednesday  provide  fresh  evidence  of  a  troubling  theme  in
American education: Students seem to perform worse on tests as
they  advance  through  the  public  school  system  to  higher
grades.

America’s high school seniors have mostly stagnated on the
National Assessment of Education Progress in reading and math
at least since 2005, when a comparable version of the math
exam was first given, according to the report. In 2013, the
latest NAEP math test, seniors scored an average of 153 out of
500 — three points higher than in 2005. In reading, students
lost ground, dropping from 292 in 1992 to 288 in 2013. In both
subjects,  achievement  gaps  between  ethnic  groups  didn’t
diminish.

“Despite  the  highest  high  school  graduation  rate  in  our
history, and despite growth in student achievement over time
in elementary school and middle school, student achievement at
the high school level has been flat in recent years,” said
U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan. “Just as troubling,
achievement gaps among ethnic groups have not narrowed.”
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