Nutting: Disclosure problems
an ‘honest mistake’

By Brad Branan, Sacramento Bee

EL Dorado County Supervisor Ray Nutting testified Tuesday that
his failure to report state income on economic disclosure
reports was an honest mistake and that he never tried to
mislead anyone.

The four-term county supervisor appeared by turns confused and
emotional as he spent almost all day on the witness stand
fielding questions from his attorney in the turn-of-the-
century courthouse in 0ld Placerville.

Nutting faces charges stemming from state fire grants he
received for clearing brush from his ranch. Prosecutors allege
that he failed to describe that income on his political
disclosure forms. They also say his board votes to fund two
local fire districts were a conflict of interest and that he
illegally borrowed money from county employees to post bail
when he was arrested last year.

El Dorado County District Attorney Vern Pierson has called
Nutting a “hypocrite” for criticizing government as a fiscally
conservative politician while accepting government grants as a
citizen.

Nutting, in turn, has accused Pierson and other elected
officials of prosecuting him for political reasons.
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