Substantive changes approved
for SAT test

By Tamar Lewinmarch, New York Times

Saying its college admission exams do not focus enough on the
important academic skills, the College Board announced on
Wednesday a fundamental rethinking of the SAT, ending the
longstanding penalty for guessing wrong, cutting obscure
vocabulary words and making the essay optional.

The president of the College Board, David Coleman, criticized
his own test, the SAT, and its main rival, the ACT, saying
that both had “become disconnected from the work of our high
schools.”

In addition, Coleman announced programs to help low-income
students, who will now be given fee waivers allowing them to
apply to four colleges at no charge. And even before the new
exam is introduced, in spring 2016, the College Board, in
partnership with Khan Academy, will offer free online practice
problems and instructional videos showing how to solve them.

The changes are extensive.
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