Olympic fears growing among
families, athletes

By Sarah Lyall, New York Times

Athletes and their families are becoming increasingly anxious
about possible terrorist attacks at the Winter Olympics in
Sochi, so much so that some families have decided not to
attend and others plan to curtail their activities once they
get to the Games in Russia.

No American athletes have yet canceled plans to compete
because of terrorist threats. But with increasing talk about
unrest in the region and threats from would-be suicide
bombers, some family members say they are reconsidering long-
held plans to support the athletes at the Games.

In the most recent in a series of unnerving incidents, the
Olympic teams from the United States and some European
countries received emails last week warning them that they
would be attacked if they took part in the Games. The messages
were determined to be hoaxes, but the episode added to the
skittishness that is permeating the mood as the Feb. 7 opening
ceremony approaches. Members of Congress have recently
expressed concern about the safety of the 10,000 or so
Americans planning to travel to Sochi.
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