Study: Ocean species change
locations based on climate

By Melissa Pandika, Los Angeles Times

As climate change heats our oceans, you’'d expect temperature-
sensitive marine species to flee poleward to cooler waters. So
why have some headed to warmer regions toward the equator?

Scientists have solved the puzzle. For the most part, these
animals are relocating to cooler waters. But since the effects
of climate change can vary widely across regions, sometimes
those cooler regions are closer to the poles and sometimes
they’'re closer to the equator.

In other words, marine animals are still reacting to climate
change, but at a local scale. And they’'re doing it so reliably
that you can actually measure the speed and direction of those
changes by watching where animals go, according to a study
published Thursday in the journal Science.

The mystery began with observations of species such as the
shortbelly rockfish and torpedo ray, which live along the
California coast. As Pacific waters got warmer, these
creatures moved farther south, to seemingly warmer waters.
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