South Tahoe man dies after
trailer goes up in flames

By Kathryn Reed

A South Lake Tahoe man had time to call 911, but not enough
time to escape the fire that engulfed the bedroom of his
trailer.

Glenn Sauls, 82, was found by firefighters and paramedics in
his trailer at 1080 Julie Lane about 2:30am Feb. 5. He later
died at Barton Memorial Hospital from smoke inhalation.

“He breathed in so much smoke,” Gareth Harris, chief of Lake
Valley Fire Protection District, told Lake Tahoe News.
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While South Lake Tahoe was the primary agency to fight the
fire, Lake Valley handled the investigation because South
Tahoe doesn’t have a fire marshal.
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It appears Sauls had been smoking in bed, Harris said. This 1is
based on the number of cigarette butts found in that room and
that the fire was contained to that area.

However, smoke and heat damaged the entire trailer, rendering
it a total loss.

While the trailer met the standards when built, fire officials
say without having smoke detectors in every bedroom and
outside of them, it could mean people won’t know danger looms.

In this case, the one smoke detector was in the kitchen at the
other end of the trailer.

Harris also stressed the importance of not smoking in bed.

Lake Valley will install smoke detectors for free for people
who cannot afford them or for older residents so they are not
climbing on ladders.



